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The Lord Chanceilor has alfo appointed D’ Arey
‘Strangwayes, of Redall, in the County of York,
“Gent, to be a Mafter Extraordinary in the High
Court of Chancery.

Admiralty-Office, July 28, 18zo0.
‘Copy of @ Letter from Captoin Mends, of His Ma-
Jefly’s Ship the Arethufas addreffed to ddmiral Lord
Gambier, and tranfmitted by bis Lordfbip to Fobn
Wilfon Croker, Efg.
His Majefly’s Ship Arethufa, off Bermeo,
My Lozra, Fely 11, 180,
TFTER a Confultation with the Junta of Afta.
rias on the 24th Ultimo, I coafented to re-
- ceive on board of the Squadron your Lordthip has
been pleafed to place under my Commaod, the
Spanifh DBrigadier-General Porlier, and Five Hun-
dred of his Soldiers, with the -Intention of beating
up the Enemy’s Quarters along the Coaft of Can.
tabria and Bilcay, n order to make a Diverfion of
his Troops towards the Sea-Ports in kis Pofleflion,
and thus afford an Opportunity for a combined
Movement of the Spanith Armies in Aunfturias, by
compelling the Enemy to detach more of his Forces
to oppole us, and thereby weaken the Interior of
that Province and St. Andero, or to fuffer his Sea-
Defences to be deftrayed and his Sepplies coafiways
-cut off, the one or other Alternative appearing to me
an -Inevitable Refult of fuch Movements. I have
now the Pleafurc of informing your Lordfip that
we have completely fucceeded in the Maritime Part
of the Expedition without the Lofs of a fingle
Man, having deftroyed all the Batteries (with the
Exception of Caftro) from St. Sebaltian to St. An-
-dero, on which were found about .One Hundred
Pieces of heavy Caunon altogether, and laid that

whole Extent of Sea-Coaaft éntirely bare of Defeace. {

Communications are thus opened with thefe Pro-
vinces, and the zealeus Attachment of the Tnhabitants

-to the Independence of their Country afcertained,

. fhould it hereafter be deemed expedient to aét on it

The ftrong Port of Santona, and the numerous

Batteries round Bermeo, being difmantled, our Ships
will have in future two good Anchorages on the
Coatt in wefterly Gales, as 1t will be a Work of
confiderable T'ime and Labour to-re mount heavy
Cannon on the various Emineaces of thofe Places,
which muft all be conveyed by Sea, the Country
being fo extremely mountainous and the Roads fo
bad that Land Carriage is almoft impracticable.

The Brigade of Seamen and Marines from the
Squadron being commanded by the Honourable
Caeptain Aylmer, of the Narciffus, his Letter to me
of the gth Inftant wiil inform your Lordfhip of the
Events which took place on their landing at San-
tona, and during the fhort Time they occupied it.
o the Zeal and Ability of that excellent Officer I
am much indebted, as well as to that of Captain
Bowles, of the Medufa, who moft anxioufly foli-
cited to be attached to the Brigade, and alted as
fecond in Command ; Mr. Hugh Pearfon, my Firlt
Lieutenant, and Lieutenant Defbrifay, commanding
the Marines, diltinguifhed themfelves by their exem-
plary Conduét, as, in thort, did all the other Officers
and Men compoling the Brigade. -

The Difpofition of the Boats made by Captain
Galway of the Dryad, affited by Captain Joyce of
the Amazon, at our different Landings, was {o ju-
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dicious as to prevent either Confufion or Lofs
where the Surf was frequently extremely dangerous
to approach; nor were the Services of Captain Digby,
of the Coflack, lels important in forwarding every
Part of the various Duties going en both Night
and Day, and I have only to regret that the early
Retreat of the Enemy on the 7th deprives me of zn
Opportunity of announcing to your Lordfhip his

“entire Defeat and Surrender.

Having by our landing at Santora induced the
Enemy to abandon feveral Pofitions in the Interior,
as well as on the Sea Coalt, in order to colleét a fuf-
ficieat Torce te prevent onr continuing in Poileffion
of that Place, I fhall be happy to find that the Ar-
mies of Afturias, and of the Mountains of St. Ar-
dero, have been put in Motion, during the Abfence
of the French, which was the Principle agreed upon
between the Junta of Afturias and mylelf, but as yct
I have no lrnformation on that Head.

This Expedition has however colt the Enemy
upwards of Two Huudred Men, befides an Infinity
of Trouble and Marchiag, and added nigh 300 Vo-
lunteers to Genéral Porlier’s little Army. T amalfo
happy in having this Opportunity of bearing Telti-
wony to the Talents of that dittinguified Officer,
-and the Gallantry of his fmall Band of Officers and
Soldiers, who on every Occalion were emulous for
their own and Country’s Honour.

I am now proceeding Weltwarg, to land the Ge-
neral and his Men at Ribadeo, and fhall feel bappy
if the complete Succefs of this little Expedition, the
Zeal with which it has been executed, and the Prin-
ciple on which it was undertaken, be honored with
your Lotdfhip’s Approbation,

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
- . R. MENDS.
Right Hon, Lord Gambier, Admiral
of the Blue, T,

SIR, Narciffus, Faly 9, 1810,
HEREIN I beg leave'to detail the Proceedings
of the Battalion of Scamen and Royal Marines
which you did me the Honour 1o place under my
Commaud, aéting in conjun&ion with, and under
the Orders of Brigadier-General Porlier. :

On the Morning of the gth Inllant, we landed
with the Spanith Force on the Beach to the Weit-
ward of Santona, dnd immediately went forward to
the Town, which weé entered without any Lofs,
the French retiring acrofs the River ; our Advanced
Guard uader Licutenant Defbrifay, of the Mariues
of the Amazon, with the Spanith Tiraillcurs, fuc~
ceeded in ftopping a Part of the Rear Guard of the
French, after killing ('wo, and wounding a few
more, and taking fome Prifoners: in the courle of
the Day, Brigadier-General Porlier {ent off fome of
his Men on the Road to St. Andero, and Licutenant
Pearfon, of the Arcthufa, was detached with a Party
of Seamen to deftroy the Guns in the Forts, which
wai completely effeéted.

The 6th was employed in examining the Place, in
cale of being attacked by the French, whom we
had Realon 1o eéxpe&t would advauce in Force from
St. Andere.

On the Morning of the 7%, we placed the Boats”
Carronades on a Hill which commanded the lithmus
leading to the Town, and pofted the M:n alung the
Hedges and Vineyards in Front of the Pofition,
the Spasiards on the Right on 2 Sand-Hill, aad the,



