£

L

the earliclt Opportunity afforded me, the Operations
of the Troops and Seamen employcd under'my Com-
mand, in the Attack upon the Enemy’s Out Polts
on the 16th Inftaat, : -
The Force deftined for this Service, compofed of
the Number of Men named in the Margin ¥, -having
landed about Two o’Clock P. M. agreeably to your
Orders, and being formed, according to Tuftrudions
J had previoufly yriven, the advanced Party under
Captain Phillips, confilting of Thirty Rank and.
File of the 2d Battalion of Artillery under Lieutenant
Stewart, ths Detachment of Royal Marines from’
His Majelty’s Ship Dover under Lieutenant Hig-
ginfon, aud a Detachment of one Company of the
Madras Evropean Regiment, with a Party of Sea-
‘men from His Mejelky’s Ship Dover, under Lieu-
tenant Jeffries, in all abour One Hundred and
Eighty Men, was dire@ed te attack the Bartery at
Wannetoo, fituated on the Top of a (mall Hill, of
= molt commanding Height and :Pofition, and de-
fended by Five Iron Twelve-Pounders, Two Iron
Eight-Pounders, Two Iron Six-Pounders, and Two
-Five and an Half Inch Brafs Howitzers.
Thi., the moft advanced Poft of the Enemy, and.
comma.ding the Shere at Portuguefe Bay, was at-
.tacked with that Gallantry, Promptitude, and
Judgment which were to-be expeted from the Ex-
ertions and Ualents of that diftinguithed Officer-
- Captain Phillips, of the Madras European Regi-
.ment, and was immediately.carried, notwithftanding
the determined Oppofition of the Evemy, who had
Two Officers killed .and ene defperately wounded
.after the Entrance of our Party iato the Bartery.
-.Under the able Dire&ions of Lieutenant Duncan
Stewart (whe, though wounded, continued at his
Poit) thiree of the Guns were imniediatély brought-
-to bear upon the Enemy in his Retreat, and fubfe-
quencly upon the Enemy’s P6lt at Batter.Gantong,
-which had opened a Fire upor our Troops ar Wau-
wetoo on their taking Pollefliion thereof. - -
‘With the remaining Force  -I proceeded along
the Heights to turn the Enemy’s Pofition at Batter
Gantong, fituated about One Thoufand Five Hun.
.dred Yards .diftant from, and nearly- on the fame
‘“Level with that at Wannetoo, and which commanded
1the Town:of Amboyna.and Fort ¥iftoria. This
Party endured with the gueateft Spirit and Patience
2 mofi fatigning and troublelome March, alcending
-and defeending Hills over which there was no Road,
.and maoy of .them o extremely .fteep as to require
the Affitance of the Buthes for the Men to get up
and down by. Their Toils weve, however, rewarded
.by our.reaching, a little after Sunfet, an Eminence’
"which cfetually commanded the Enemy, and by
‘the Satisfallion we experienced on finding that we
had puslued the only Mode of Attack againit this
- Polt (fo firong by the Nature of the Ground)
which admitted a Probability of Succefs, otherwile
“than by a great Sacrifice of Lives. :
¢ Detzchment of Artillery, 465 Madras European Regi-
ment, 130; Seamen znd Marines from the Dover, 85 5 Sea-
men and Marines from the Cornwallis, 1055 Seamen from
T is Majelty’s Ship Samarang, 35.~—Total of all Dcferips
tions, incInding Officers, 401.
+ One Company of the Madras Europcan Regiment, Cap.
- 'Forbes; the Seamen and Marines from His Majefty’s Ship
Cornwallis; the Seamen from the Samaranz; 15 Actillery~
Men.~This Body was under the immediate Orders of Cap-
tain Forbes, who fulfilled the Duties of this Charge to my
greatelt Satisfaction,
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The Enemy, who was colleted in fome Numbers,
retired immediately we were perceived on the Heiglits
abgve them, and we entered the Batrery without
Oppofition, where we found Tour lron Twelve-
Pounders, and One Iron Nine-Pounder.

The Confequences of our Succeffes in obtaining
Poffefion of Waunuetoe and Batter Gantong, were
obferved by the Defertion, on the Part of the Enemy,
of Two Battevies which had aunoyed the Ships, and
which .became expofed to our commanding Fire,
Oue of them, called the Wogon Battery, is litnated
on the Share. The other is ereéted upon Piles, fome
Diftance in the Sea ; they were both well calculated
for Defence againlt a naval Attack, aand were
covered by a very thick ‘Parapet. The Ordnance
found in them are expreffed in the Margin #,

During the Night of the 16th Iaftant, Two
Twelve Pounders and One Nine-Pounder were re-
lieved of the Spikes, in the Batter Gantong Bat-
tery, which on the following Day were brqugk'\t to
fire on the Fort. The LEaemy returned our Fire
{which continued until your Summons for the Sur.
render of the Town) with Shells, but without Effe&.

Our Lofs iz obtaining our Advantages was
trifling, in comparifon with the Importance of their
Confequences, and confidering the Obftacles the
Troops had to furmount.

In exprefling ' my Sentiments of the Condu& of
the Officers and Men employed on this Occafion, *I
cannot {peak too bighly.of their Exertions ; to whick
and the tormidable Fire, the Enemy had experienced

from the Ships, mult be attsibuted the early Sur-

render of this important Colony.

1 have already I hope done fuftice to the military
Condu& of Captain Phillips, to whom I am likewife
under the greatelt.Obligations for his Advice. You
are aware, ‘Sir, how much the Service is indebted to
that Officer for the.very important Affitance de-
rived from his Knowledge of the Malay. Language.

To Captain Forbes of the Madras European
Regiment, I owe every Acknowledgement for the
Benefit of his Judgement and his Advice.

Lieutenant Duncan Stewart, attached to the Ar-
tillery, to whofe Lot it fell 1o head the Party againit
Wannetoo, atted mofl nobly up to his Station. He
was the Firlt that entered the Battery, and gave the
Dutch Officers an Opportunity to furrender, which
generous Offer was on their-Part declined. He con-
unued to perform his. Duty throughout the Service,
notwithftanding a fevere Cut he reccived .in the
Haad. . .

“Licutenant. Jéffries of the Royal Navy received a
Concuffion in the Breaft, from a {pent .Grape Shot,
but I am happy to fay, the Service was at no Period
deprived of s valuable Affittance. .

It is but Jufltice due to the Royal Marines, Troops
and Seamen, to make known to you,. the Steadinels
with which they advanced againft Wanaetoo, under
a heavy Fire of Grape and Mufketry, not a Shet

* Wogoo Battéry——.}lron.'[‘w_eiue-"Pounders; 1ditto Eight-
Pounder; 2 ditto Six-Pounders; and 1 Brafs Thicty-twos
Pounder Carronade. . :

‘Battery in the Sea—=g Iron Twelve-Pounders and 1 Brafs
Thicty-two-Pounder Carronade. ’

4+ 1 Corporal of*Marines belonging tothe Samarang, 2 Pri-
vates of the Madras European Regiment, and i Scaman of
the Dover, killed; 1z Lieutenant and 1 Corporal of the
zd Detachment of the Britith Artillery, 4 Pvivates of the
Madras European Regiment, and 4 Seamea-of the Dover,
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