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From @ ueghap September 23, to

Admiralty-Office, September 25, 1810

C:py of a Letter from Adwmiral Sir Charles Cotten
Bart. omuander in Chicf of His Majelly’s Ships
and Feffehs in the Mediterrancan. 1o Jobn Wilfon
Croker, Efy; dated on boars His Majefly’s Ship San
Fofef, off Toulen, 2445 Fuly 1810.

SR,
A Continuance of ftrong Gales from the North

Welt fince the 13th lnilant, obliged me 1o
take Shelter under the Levant Hland with the Tleet,
from which, however, we were driven as far to the
Laftward as Villa Franca. I have been at length
enabled to gain the Rendezvous off Cape Sicie ; and
having had Communication with Captain Black-
wood, the fenior Officer in Shore, have received
from him an Account of his Proceedings with the
detached Squadron under his Orders, upon a ivi-
iion of the Eremy’s Flect, confilting of Six nail of
the Lire (onea Three-Decker with the Commander
in Chiel’s Flag:, and Four Trigates, coming out of
Toulon on the zoth Inflaur, for the Purpofe of
enabling a Frigate and Convoy to get from Bandol,
and no lefs, to endeavour to cut off the Earyalus and
Sheerwater ; and, in jullice to the Captains of His
Majeily’s Ships named in the Margin®, [ cannot de-
fitt from tranfmitting to the Lords Commiffoners
of the Admiralty the encloled Copy of Captain
Blackwood’s Letter on the Subjedt, and I doubt
not their Lordthips will view with no fmall Degree
of Satisfaltion the Gallantry and Steadinefs of thefe
Ships, and, ander the exilting Circumitances, the
determined Meafure that Officer adopred by bringing
to in order of Baitle, with His Majetty’s Squadros,
againft fo [uperior aForce,and engaging the headmolt
Ships of the Enemy’s Line, which had the Effe&t
of campletely fuftrating cheir Lateations, as regarded
the Euryalus and Shecrwater, though the latter was
under their Guns, and received Three Froadfides
from one of the Line of Battle Ships, befides a Fri-
gate, but without being ftruck by either.

The Enemy’s Ships remain in the (ame State as
ufual in the outer Road of Toulon; Five or Six
Sail daily ftand out off the Harbour’s Mouth to
exercife

I have the Honorto be, &c.
(Signed) C. COTTON

* Warlpite, Ajox, Conqueror, koryalus, and Sheerwater.,

Saturday Seprember 29, 1810,

His Majefly’s Skip War/pite, off Toulon,
SIR, zoth of Fuly 1810.

IN a former Letter I did mylcif the Honour to
acquaint you of the Encmy having twice come out
in geeat Force, and failing in an Actempt to detach
a Store Ship to the Ealtward, and liberate a Frigate
i Bandol, where we had forced her to take Refuge.
Ihis Maoraiug they again came out with Six Sail
of the Line, one of them of Three Decks, bearing
the Commander in Chiel’s Flag, and Four Frigates;
and as the Weather was light and variable I found
it impoffible to prevent the Junétion of the Frigat
in Bandol; I therefore endeavoured to colleét the
Squadron, and place ourlelves without the Enemy
in as good a Poture of Defence as I could, but
owing to the Situativn of the Euryalus and Sheer-
water, who were obliged 1o crofs their headmoit
Ships, and the Wind rather failing them, whillt the
Enemy preferved it fo entirely as to render the
Capture of the Sheerwater certain, if not that ot the
Euryalus. )

It became a Matter imperatively neceflary that 1
thould ritk an Adion, though at the Door of the
Lnemy, andiwith a Force [o (uperior ; a 3tep which,
without fuch an Obje&, T fhould not have conlidered
myfelf authorized in taking, particularly as you had
been unavoidably blown off and out of Bight by the
late heavy Gales.

I therefore brought to, with the Congueror and
Ajax aftern of me, in fuch a Pofitin a3 evinced my
Dectermination to protect the Frgaie and Brig, and
I am happy to inform you. that the Rcfult has
proved as creditable to the Buitith Flag as 1 could
have withed or expelted 5 for although the Enemy
appearcd equzlly as decided to endeavour to cut them
off as we were to defend them, the Moment they
came within reach of our Tire they hauled up in
Succeflion their headmoft Ships, giving s their
Broadfides, and then tacked, in which we followed
their Example, by alfo tacking ; a Movemeut for
which I am entirely iudebted to Captain Otway’s
Prompinefs and goud Judgement, who being the
{ternmoft Ship in our Line, and perceiving the
Enemy begau to retreat, became the more arxious
10 endeavour to d fable them, wheu atter a few more
Shots pafling, and we had fome Liwe previous to
this Movement fecared the Retreat of the Euryalus
and Sheerwater, and the Wind rather failing us, we



