From Cuegddy OQober g, to Sattithay Olober 13, 1810.

A dmiralty-Office, O&ober 13, 1810,

Cspy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord
Gamlier, Admiral of the White, &c. to Fobn Wil
Jfan Croker, Efg. dated in London, the 1oth Inflant.

SIR, B
I REQUEST you will communicate to the Lords

Commifioners of the Admiralty the accompany-

- ing Letter, dated the 28th -September, which-I have

" th's Day received from Rear-Admiral Sir Harry

Neale, Bart. giving an Account of a very well-con-

- dueted, gallant, and fuccelsful Attack made by a

Party of Seamen under the Orders of Lieutenant
Hanmiiton, firt of the Caledonia, and of Marines

. under the Orders of Captain Sherman of that Ship,

-

in the Boats of the Squadron in Bafque Roads,
named in the Margin *, upon Three laden Brigs of
the Enemy, under the Batteries of Point du Ché,
near Rochelle, two of which they captured, and
burot the third ; and I beg Leave to call their
Lordihips’ Notice to the Obfervations which Sir
Harry Neale has made refpeting the Lofs {uftained
by Licutenant Little of the Royal Marines.
I have the Honour to be, &c.
{Signed) GAMBIER.

. Caledonia, in Bafgue Roadr,
My Lorp, September 23, 1815,

SINCE my Letter of the 12th [nltant, detailing
‘the Capture and Deftruftion of Three of the
‘Enemy’s Brigs on the Eaft Coalt of this Road,
the fmall Vellels with the Boats of the Caledonia
and Valiant have been fuccefsfully employed ia
ftopping the Coafting Trade between Rochelle and
the Ifle of Aix, but more particularly in blockad-
ing Three of the Enemy’s Brigs that had fought
Pratedtion under the Battery upon Point du Ché,
and forming Part of a Convoy to which the former
Veliels belonged, the whale of them laden with
Timber and Provifions on account of .Government.
I have now the Honour to inform your Lordfhip,
‘that the Tide being [ufficiently high, and the Nights
dark, I judged it praticable to effeét cither the
Capture or ﬁeﬁrué‘tion of thefe Veflels, but as the
Enemy had firengthened his Pofition with Four
Ficld-Pieces, and their Artillerymen pofted upon
the Beach, and on a low Point fituated under the

#* Caledonia, Valiant, and Armide,

Battery, with a ftrong Detachment of Foot and
Horfe in the adjoining Village of Angolin, it was
obvious we could only fucceed with the Meaas we
poffefled in effe@ing this Gtjed,. but by a Coup de
Main, and with a Iorce adequate to the Refiftance
that was likely to be immediately oppofed to us.
In confequence of this Perluafion I direted One
Hundred and Thirty Marines from the Caledonia
and Valiant to be embarked in the Boats of their re-
fpective Ships, under the Direction of Captain Sher-
man, of the Royal Marines of this Ship,-for the
Purpofe of landing under Point du Ché, to carry
the Battery and Field-Pieces by Affaalt, and to
fpike the Guns, allotting to the other Boats of the
Squadron the Capture or Deftru&ion of the Brigs.
I have the Satisfattion to acquaint your Lordthips,
that this Force proceeded laft Night, agreeably to
the Arrangement I had previoufly made, under the
Command of Lieutenant Hamilton of this Ship,
with the other Lieutenants of the Squadron, who
alfo volunteered their Services in the Command of
the different Boats upon this Occafion, the whole
acting with that Degree of Zeal, Regularity, and
Attention 1 had every Reafon to expeét, and which
fo much contributes to the Succefs of an Under-
taking.

The Marines were landed at the Place appointed
about Half-paft T'wo o’Clock in the Morning, but
notwithftanding the near Approach of the Boats
hefore they were difcovered, the Alarm was given
from the Brigs, and an ineffeGtual Fire was imme.
diately opened upon them from the Enemy’s Guns,
Lieutenant Little, of the Royol Marine Anrtillery,
immediately on landing pufhed forward with the:
Bayonet to the Affault, fupported by Captaia
M¢Lauchlin’s Divifion, with Lieutenant Colter,
both of the Royal Marines of the Valiant, and
Licutenant Gouche of this Ship, with a feparate
Detachment, and fucceeded in carrying the Battery
and {piking all the Guns. Lieutenant Little, ina
perfonal Contention with one of the Enemy, when
in the A& of wrefting his Mufket from him, re-
ceived the Contents in his Hand, which was fo
much fhattered in confequence as to render Ame
putation neceffary. Captain Sherman at the fame
Time took poft with his Divifion upon the main
Road by the Sea Side, with his Front to the Vil-
lage, and an Eighteen-Pound Carvonade oca his




