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Admiralty Office, November 20, 1810,
Lepy of a, Letter from Admiral Sir Roger Curtis;

Bart. Corisiiander in Chief at Portfmouth, to Foba

Croker, Efg.  dated the 17th Inflant,

SIR, ) ’
HEREWITH inclofe, to be laid before the
Lords Commaflioners of the Admiraliy, a Letter

from Captain Grant, of the Diana, reporting the
{failing [rom Havre, and fubfequent Attack under
the Baiteries of La Hogue, of the Two Frigates
of the Enemy, which ‘have been fome Time
blockaded in the former Port.by the Ships under
his Orders; One of the Enemy’s Frigates is on
Shore on the Rocks of St. Vaaft, where fhe lies on
her Beam Ends; and the other a-ground on the
Shoal near the Fort. : -

It would be great Injuftice were I not here to
mention the perfevering Vigilance and' Correétnels of
Judgement, with wwhich, under the Direftions of
Captain Grant, of the Diana, the Blockade of thefe
Ships has been conduéted, and to which their prefent
Sitnativn is to be attributed. - .

I likewife tran{mit a Letter from Captain Malcolm,
.of the Donegal, who with that Ship and the Re-
venge joined the Diana and Niabe. in attacking the
Second Frigate, after the Firfl was on Shore. A

.Lift of Men killed and .wounded in the {everal Ships

- on this Occafion is alfo inclofed herewith.

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
{Signed) ROGER CURTIS.

. o His Majefly’s Ship Diana at. Anchor
. S1R, gi'Lg‘Hague, Nowvember 16, 1810,
I HAVE the Hanour to inform you, that
though the Wind was ftrong , from North Eaft and
North lalt by North on Manday Evening the 1zth
Icfadt, with a very heavy Sea, I thought it pro-
.bahle the” Enemy’s Frigates might endeavour to
puth ours I therefore placed the Ships in the beft
Poficion 1 could fuppole, and at Halt-palt Twelve
cn Tuefday Morning we were foftunate’enough to
_fee and found ourfelves in fhore of them ; the Wind
hawing backed tp North by Eaft threw them confi-
Jerably to Windward of us, but prevented their
getting round Barfleur; we were fo near as to fire
T'wo Broadfides at them before they got under the
“Bateeries of Matcpu.
in the Niobe had pufhed in fhore in -hopes of cutting
o the fiernmioft Ship, which hehad nearly effeGted,
but the Wind blowing frefh from the Northward and

Eaftwird, with a heavy-Sea, and the Flood Tide-
about to make, we could not prevent their getting:
througﬁ the parrow Paflage on the Welt- Eud of

Marcou. On Tuelday Farencon they -weighed,
and rewmained undér Sail clofe under the Batteries of
Marcou for {everal Hours, apd in the Evening got
into La Hogue Roads, we having beea driven to
the North of Barfleur by the Ebb Tide, the Wind
Eafterly.  On the Wednefday Morning I fent Cap-
tain Loring in the Niobe to give Captain Malcolm
in the Donegal Information of the Situation of thie
Eoemy’s Ships, and made all Sail in this Ship.to
the Anchorage off Iia Hogue, and, on my.approaclt-
ing it, bad the Satisfaélion to fee one of the Enemy’s
Frigates run én fhore. I anchored at One P:M-
and continued fo until Morning, when 1 perceived
that the other of the Enemy’s Frigates feemed to
-be In -a Pofition where fhe might be attacked ; I

At this T'ime Captain Loring-

weighed on the firlt of the Flood and made it
for her, but thé Enemy, on obférving our Inten-
tions, weighed and went clofe into the Shoal of St.
Vaalt, and immediately between the Batteries of La
Hogue and Tatilion. I detesmined, however, to
go as clofe to her as I could, without getting on
Shore, in hopes Something might be done ; but after
twice ftanding in clofe alonglide of her, {ultaining
the Fire of the :'wo Batteries, together with the Fri.
gate, which by this Time had received confiderable
Reinforcements of Men from the:Shore, Ifound the
Fire fo very heavy, that I {faw no Hape of doing any
Thing effectual againft her, ..

At this Time CaptainMalcolm, of the Donegal,
arrived with the Revenge and Niobe, ‘and the At-
tack was renewed by the Four Ships, who continued
going in alternately, and made every Exertion fo
long as the Tide would permit them to do fo; and
I have no doubt the Frigate muft have received very
great Injury from it. 1'am fure I need not tell you
how very mortified all on board the Diana and Niobe
are, that, after our anxious Blockade, we have not
been able tn do more; but J trult you will believe,
that every Thing has been dane that was in our
Power to get Pofleflion of the Frigates; and itis
fome Confolation t6 be able to fay, that one of them

1s on the Rocks of Saint Vaaft, un her Beam Eands,

aind laft Night fell over on her Larbeard Side, having
been before on her Starboard, and the other laying

-apparently on the Shoal near the Fort, and, I truft,

not in a State to go to Sea for a condiderable Length
of Time. .
It new remains for me to fay, ‘that nothing could
exceed the fteady Behavioar of my Officers and Men
of the Diana; and.to Mr. Rowe, the Firft Licate-
nant, I feel particularly indebted for his Affiitance
and Exertion. Captain Loring fpeaks in the higheft
Terms of his Officers and Men, particularly Licute-
nant Simpfon. . . : . .
I am happy to fay, that though we werea ln
Time ander fo heavy-a Fire, we have only One Ma«
tine flightly wounded, but the Ship has fuffered very
confiderably in her Mafts, Sails, Huil, and Rigging.
Unlels they difmantle the Enemy’s Frigdte, i shall
continue on my prefent Station until I have the Hot
nour to receive your Orders. T
I have to heg your Forgivenefs for the Length of
this, but hope that the Variety of Occurrences nes
ceffary.to be ftated will plead my Excufe, -
: I have, &c. L
{Signed) . CHARLES GRANT.
Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. Admiral of L
the Red, ¢, Fe. e, o
Dosnegal, at St. Heleirs,
SIR, , Nowvember 17, 1810. -
ON the 14th Inftant, being near w Barfigur,
Captain Loring, of the Niobe, informed .me_that
Two large French Frigates had failed from Havre
on the Night of the 12th, and had been chaced intq
La Hogue by the Diana and Niobe. o
Next Morning, in Company with the Revenge, 1
joined the Diana off La Hogue, and obferved'-‘én’e,'
of the Enemy’s Frigates a-ground near to $t. Vaatt
{the Day before fhe bad been driven from “hep
Archorsin the Gale from the Southward), the other
was anchored very near to the Shore, between ¥ire
Forts of -La Hogue and Tatliou; it- was me
pofiible to approach her but under the Fire-of ler
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