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tranfmitted Captain Pym’s Detail of his fubféquent
Operations at Grande Porte. The Urgency of the
Service we were then engaged in, prevénted me
from entering more minutely into Particulars ; the
Boadicea was then under Weigh, proceedingtoGrande
Porte, in Hopes of relieving the Iphigenia, the only
Frigate left to me by the Difafters which had be-
fallen our Squadron. It is now my Duty to give
you a more detailed Account of our Operations.

I had acquainted you with the Intentions of Colo-
nel Keating in concert with myfelf to eftablifh a
firong military Poft at Flat Ifland, after Gecupation
of Ifle de Ja Paffe. For this Service the Bombay
Merchant Tranfport was prepared with Water and
Provifions fuflicient for the Supply of bhoth Places ;
and the Flank Battalion, under the Command of
Licutenant-Colonel Auftin, with a Proportion of
Aurtillery, were in Reéadinels to embark, when, on the
Evening of the 2zd of Auguft, by the Arrival of the

- Wyndham recaptured Indiaman, I learned that the
.Bellope and M.nerve, French Frigates, Vidtor Cor-

vette, and Ceylon captured Indiaman, had forced the
Pallage by lfle de la Pafle into Grande Porte, and
that 1t was Captain Pym’s Iatention to attack them
there. o .

Two of the FlankCompanies and a Detachment of
Artillery were immediately embarked on board the
Boadicea; the Tranfport with the Remaindér of the
Force was dire€ied to follow as expeditioufly as pol-
fible. From baflingWinds our Paflage was very tedi-
ous ; on the Morning of the 27th we picked up a
Boat with an Officer and Fourteen Men difpatched
with Letters from Captains Pym and Lambert,
which I trafmitted to you; thefe made me ac-
quainted with the unfortunate Refult of the Attack
ou the Frigates in Grande Pors: next Morning at
Daylight I"made 1fle de la Paffe, and perceived T'wo
of the Enemy’s Frigates clofe off the Porte; we ftood
nearly within Gun-Shot of One of thele, and within

-Five or Six Miles of Ifle de la Paffe, under which the

Iphigenia was anchored, making Signals to her, but
a Third Sail, which we afterwards learned was the
Aftrea Frigate, appearing to"Windward, I thought

‘it prudent to tack off, and was immediately chaled
‘by the French Squadron ; of thefe the Venus, from

her Superiority of failing, might foon have brought
ve to Adtion, but appeared to wait for her Confort
{La Manche). .

Towards Day-break they hauléd off ; but as I

'judged it advifable to draw them down as far as

offible from their Station, in order to give the
T'ranfport an Opportunity to {uccour the Iphigenia,
and favour the Efcape of both, I again flood to-
wards the French Frigates, when they refumed their
Chace, and continued it until our Arrival off St,
Denis  From thence I immediately difpatched an
Exprefs to Captain Temkinfon to move with his
Ship’s Company on board the Wyndham, and join
me off the Ifland, the Otter being difmantled for
heaving down, -

On my Arrival off St, Paul’s, I found that Cap-
tain Tomkinion, confidering the Wyndham unfit for
immediate Service had declined the Command. of
her ; in confequence of which Captain Lynne had
with the molft indefatigable Exertions fitted the
Emma Tranfport with her Guns, and joined me off
the Port;~ - . L o

For the Promptitude and Expedition with which:

this Aid was afforded me, as well as for the moft am+
ple Affiltance on every Occafion, I am indebted to
Colonel Keating, who has {pared neither perfonal
Exertions, nor the Relources which his Situation

commands in facilitating the Supplies of the naval |

Service, and affilting me by Reinforcements of his
Troops. :

‘With the Emma in company I reflumed my Route
towards the Ifle of France; but finding that fhe
could not keep Company, I detached her to Wind-
ward from Round Ifland to Roderiguez in order to
give Notice to auny of our Ships fhe might meet, of
the comparative State of our naval Force, and that
of the Enemy’s. I then pruceeded with the Boa-
dicea off 1fle de la Paffe, and on our Arrival there
found the Tphigenia gane, and Four Ships at An-
chor in Grande Porte ; thefe we have fince learned
were the Bellone, Minerve, Nereide, and Ceylon,
(Ealt India Ships,) the firlt with Top-Gallant-Yards
acrofs, Sails bent, and apparently ready for Sea ;
the fecend with Jury-Top.Malts ; and the third with_
Jury Fore and Mizen-Mufts. I have alfo underftood
from the Prifoners lately taken in the Veous, that
they were thortly to proceed round to Port Louis,
and that the Slaughter on board of them had been
very great. :

Finding that nothing was to be effe€ted as Affairs
then ftood, I returned to this Port, where I an-
chored on the (1th of September.

Captain Lambert is faid to have capitulated for
the Tphigenia and Ifle de la Pafle the Day before we
firlt arrived off there, on Condition that all the Offi-
cers and Men fhould, in One Month from the Date
of the Capitulation, be fent from the Ifle of France
to fome Part in the. Dominions of His Majelty, not
to ferve againft France or her Allies till exchanged.

1 have the Honour to be, &c.
‘ JOSHUA ROWLEY.
Vice-ddmiral Bertie, e, &e. ¢,

His Majefly’s Ship Beadicea, St. Paul's Road,
SIR, Ifle of Bourbon, 21/F Sept. 1810,

I WEIGHED Anchor from the Bay of St.
Paul’s on the Morning of the 12th of September, in
company with the Otter Sloop, and Staunch Gun-
brig, in order to attack Two of the Enemy’sFrigates,
the Afirea and Iphigenia, who were in the Offing to

Windward. When under Weigh, Lreceived an Intis

mation from Colonel Keating that an Englith Fri-
gate was faid to have arrived at St. Denis, and as
we {toad out clear of the Bay, T had the Satisfaltion
of recognizing the Africaine, who joined with me in
the Chace. By fuperior Sailing, and having the
fame Breeze as the Enemy, flic was enabled to clofe
with them before dark, and led by her Sigpals the
Boadicea was gaining faft upon them, when at ‘T'hree
A.M. a heavy Firing was opferved between the Fri.
gates, at that time between Four and Five Mileg
a-head of the Boadicea.
Captain Corbett’s Intention merely to attempt crip=
pling the Enemy, in order to enable us fooner to
clofe with them : but unfortunately at that Moment
the Winds became light and variable, and the Afvi-
caine becoming unmanageable under the Firé of both
Ships (one ina moft deftru@ive.raking Pofition),

after a -moft gallant, though unequal Conteft, was

obliged to furrender, and the Firing ceafed at about

“Fifteen Minutes after Four ia the Moraing.

I concluded that'it was



