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Admiralty-Office, September 10, 18 u.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Ferris, of His Ma-
jefty's Ship Diana., addreffed to Rear-Admiral Sir
Thomas Williams, and transmitted by Admiral- Sir
Charles Cotton to John IV'slfon Croler Efq>

S I R ,

I HAVE the Honour to inform you, that while
Handing towards the Cordovan Light-Houfe, in

Company with His Majefty'a Ship Semiramia, in
the Afternoon tjf the 24th Inftant, I dlfcerned
Four Sail infide of the' Shoals at the Mouth of the
Rivfer Gironcje,. under Efcort of a National Brig of

-Wa.t%.t;vl rnpdi^ated-titlierriheir Capture or Deftruc-
tion, which could only be acco;npliftitd by Artifice
•and; Promptitude, without the Sacrifice of many
Livesi: -Stratagem waj ufeoV which had.the defired
EfiV£r, as they fen.t-a- Ve.fTel.with Pilots to our
.Afiiftaifce, and I. anchored ^ .after Dark the Two
Ships midway between the Cordovan and Royan,
under whofeGuris the Brig had taken Refuge, and
clofe to the Brig ftationerl for the Protection of the
feveral Convoys parting either way. I difpatched
Three <B;o»ts under the Orders of Lieutenant Spar-
row- (S.econd),-Lieutenant Roper (Third), and
Mr. Holmes Matter's Mate, from this Ship, ie-
cond^'T.'by F6ur Bqats'under the Orders of Lleu-
teiiant$;»£r,apdBerj Grace, and Nicholfon, arid"' Mr.
Reneau Matter's Mate, from the - Semiramis, to
capture orTdellroy the* Convoy then anchored up
the River, about Four Miles dillant, but the Tide
prevented their accomplifhing it until late in the
N.ight, aujj.aj J)ay-l[jghr, finding the captured Vef-
fels with tj4ie Boats far up the River beyond the
Two Brigs, .1 .determined to attack them with the
Ship, but not without ufing the fame Artifice as
|he_ preceding Night to. prevent Sufpicion ; and fo
.convinced .were theyv-of our. being Friends that the
Captain of the Povt, Monfieur Michel Augufte
.IXubautgi Capitaihe de Fregate, and commanding
lh.e jn-fhore Brig, came on board to offer his Ser-
vices, ,,and was not undeceived until he had afccnded
Itke ;Qoarfer<Deck. The Diana laid the outer
'•Brig-Qtvfeoardi and Lieutenant Robert W. Parfons
.(iFiift La^nfenant), Lieutenant Madden, Firft of
the Royal Marines, and Mr. Mark G. Noble
BpalfyvaJa} Theaded about Thirty Seamen1' and
-Marlaes?j(as many as ;could be fpartd by the Ab-
fence , o£--,t<he • Boats), and -fucceedcd in gaining
Ptjffefiion of Hisjyiajefty's late Gun-Brig Teazer,
•mounting .Twelve Eighteen Pound Carronadcs, and
^T\fo Lon'g Eighften-PotiTider Guns, commanded
by Monlkur Alex.'Papiheau, Lieutenant de Vaif-
feau, with a Complement of Eighty-five Men, and
wfithtjutv Lofs 'on eklier Side. It adds to the
JLuftrevthefe Officers and Men atchicved, the Hu-
rnanityythjej^dilplayed to the overpowered Captives
in putting them below without the Force of Arms
and an unneceflary Effufion of Blood. It was at
this Tifrie that Alarm was given and the Batteries
epenfed :thein Fire -upon the Ships, when Captain
Richardfon in the Scmiramis, in a Manner which
charafterifes the Officer and Seaman, purfued, drove
pn fhore, and burn thunder the Guns of the Batteries,,
the Frencit National Brig .Le Pluvier, mounting
-Sixteen Guns and One, Hundred and Thirty-fix Men,
whofe> Captain, I have before fpoken oi, waa de-
coyed on board.

Having obtained to the utmoft the Object in
View, 1 anchored in the Gironde, out of Gun-Shot,
to repair the Damages fuftained by the

when I. was rejoined by the Boats and the
captured Convoy, a Lift of which I have the Ho-
nour to enclrrfe. The Services 1 received from Cap-
tain Richardfon, the Officers and Ship's Company
of the SemiramiB> merit my warmeft Acknowledge-
ments, and I fhould be committing a great Injuftice
to the Officers and Ship's Company I command,
were I not to fpeak in Terms of the higheft Ad-
miration for their Steadinefs and Zeal throughout
the whole Affair. And could I add ftronger En-
comiums to one than another, it would be from the
great Affiftance I received from Lieutenant R. W.
Parfons and Mr. David Bevans the Matter, whofe
unremitted Attention in piloting the Slu'p in the
moft intricate Navigation greatly tended to infure
the Object of Purfuit. I alfo enclofe you a Letter
I. received from Captain Charles Richardfon, narrating
his Atttack upon the Brfgj and enclofing a Lift of
wounded in the Affray; and I regret to add that
I loft One Man dverboard, after the Brig was in
our full PofTeffion.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
(Signed) W. FERRIS, Captain.

To Rear'Admiral Sir Thomas Williams.

His Majefty's Ship Semiramit, Royan
. SI R, Roads, Augujl 25,1811.
I HAVE the Honour to report to you, that as

foon as the Diana ran on board the Enemy's outfide
Brig, her Confort, at anchor- in-fhore of her, im-
mediately cut her Cable and made fail for the
Beach near the Battery of Royan, where (he
grounded. I followed in to Five Fathoms, anchor-
ing; with a Spring- ? the .Bcoadiide was brought to
bear on the Enemy's Brig, and Bow Guns on the
Batttry, wjthin Grape-Shot of both.

After engagirig:fome Time, I found the Guns of
the Eneiriy's Veflel almoft lilenced, and perceived
the Boats haul tip to quit her.

At this Time the .Barge, Pinnace, and Cutter re-
joined me: J ordered Lieutenant Gardner :with thefc
Boats immediately to board the Enemy, which waa
gallantly effefted'after receiving his Broadfule. She
proved to be the French, National Brig Pluvier, of
Sixteen Guns and. One Hundred and Thirty-fix
Men, commanded, pro tempore, by Lieutenant
Page de vSt. Waaft.

The Prize being faft on fhore, the .Ebb Tide
running molt rapidly, and my own Ship in only
Twenty Feet Water, I found it neceflary to take
the Remainder of her People out 2nd bura her,
which, when completely effected, I made all fail to-
join you.

I have but to add in this little Affair, my Officers
and Ship's Company behaved entirely to my Satis-
faction ; and 1 feel much indebted to my Firll Lieu-
tenant Gardner, Second .Lieutenant Grace, and
Mr. Reneau Matter's Mate, commanding tbe Boats,
for the handfome Manner in which they ran along-
fjde the Enemy. . • .. * .

Lieutenant Taylor of- the Marines, and Mr.
Brickwood Purfcr, being the only Officers on board,
were of the greateft Ufe, the former commanding-
the Main-Deck, the latter the Quarter-Deck (Guns.

I have the Honour to be, &c.
(Signed). C. RICHARDSON, Captain.

Te Captain IVilKam Ferris^ of His
Majefiy's Ship Diana.

P. S. Inclofed is die Surgeon's Lift of the
Wounded.


