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Downing- Street, January 25, 1812.

A DISPATCH, of wjjiefi the followipg is a
-̂ *- copy, has been peceife ,̂-** $he,_Qfficg p£ tfy»
Earl of Liverpool, addressed to his Lordship by

, Messina.,. November.^ ^ .

ON the 20th of October, I received information
' f rom Captain Duncan, of His Majesty's ship

Imperieuse, that a small convoy of the enemy had
'tate% refuge at Palinurcf, where it was protected
by some works, and a bbdy of troops posted upon|
a commanding ground ; Captain Duncan feqifesteu1'
a detachment of His -Majesty's, troops to, co-operate
With His Majesty's ships Imperieuse and Thames
to take or destroy this convoy, which, coftsisted-pf
nine gun-boats and twenty merchant vessels, iaden'
'with naval stored for ifee'fifeeniy's ships^of wartfrt
Naples. . • - ' j

& detachment of the S2<fr regiment was, there-
fore, embarked on board of His Majesty's ship
Thames, consisting of two hundred and fifty men,
under the command of Major Darley j and I have
the satisfaction to report to your Lordship, that
this1 little expedition has had complete success.

I enclose Majtor Barley's report of this service ;
and with the 'greatest satisfaction I express the high
opinion I entertain of the intrepidity and judgment
of Major Parley, and of the perfect good conduct
of all4 the officers and men employed. "•

Major Darley states afco, -that the able manner
in whUh Captain jDwhcan, in the . JiupeKeutee, en- :
gaged. the enemy's battery and gun-boa*s (wVicb
%£ silenced) was the prelude to their success, and
»*fle«t* tfaa Mgbegt credit upon that officer ; that
€ap^aia Napier, «£ His Majesty's ship Thames,
landed with His Majesty'? troops, and marines, aad
most gaHaatly $@t an example to them all, aad con-
tributed greatly to tbe fortuaate issue of the attack.
| have thfe honour td be, &c.

(Signed)-* ¥. MA'lTLAND, Lieut. Gen.
To the Right Honourable the Earl of

Liverpool, %c. %c. %c,

SIR,
IN compliance with your desire, I beg leave to

transmit a statement of the enemy's forces at Pali-
»uro," under the command of General Pignatelli
Cercaro, together with a brief account of the action
that took place upon our landing.

The force we had to contend with, as far as

could be scrutinized into from the questioning- of
pyisoaeis, &c. were as follows : three companies «£
the 2d'~ or'-Queen's regiment, two of which' were
rme?;^d amo'ttnting'to three hundred anS fifty
n^p, j- .CJbrsicaa regular^, sixty -} artillery, forty-
five- j - civie guard, eighty j fwitfe • act least four hun-

r«w4cipjg7the total amount, nine
tWrtylfrv* nwh. -

This' force was acknowfe'dged \ ^>ut from the fei-
mf ftts kn^own to be continually accumulating,

' to We been stronger.
! \ ^seaabarksd ^vith fifty of tb,e royal marines, the

grenadiers and skirmishers- of the 62d; re^fenent^ at
about half past three 0'Cloek, P. M. on the 1st in-
stant, leaving Captains Polj^dt and Jrving's qonv
panles t-e fellow, l^en laadiag, I immediately
commenced ascending the' neights, when Captain
Olgham was uafpriun^itety seti?rfe!y wqui^ed'j and
after some firing, in the hope of opposing our pro-
gress, we compl«te}y succeeded* in gaining them ;
whereupon I threw out my. s^nnishem, a^d formed
the remainder to adwanceupon the enemy, reserwag
a part to attack (and storm, if possible) the tele-
graph tower, and another division tq keep in check
the enemy, who menaced my left, as also to main-
tain the commanding position on the heights.

The telegraph tower, and fi>e adjacent po^ti^n,
we stoitly got poesession of 5 when ray attention
was particularly &>awa tpmacd^ the fren^j^ *ur ad-

ffher^ the fnefigjihud cencentrated his n^ain
aady ua^eV ^ Sfesyy %e, was' ^dftas^ireiflg

to force his, way tbt"^ey^g^s{ h,uzzaing £pd
drumming as he 9dvance3, whj|e his rifieiapn ^ajd
the same object in vi/ew oft our left -, but the stea-
diness and superiorly gallant conduct of the ofl^cefs
and men defied the'most daripg intrepidity j aiid,
after allowing the enemyxt,o-advance wjthin, % very
few yards, and whilst coolly lying oa the ground
to receive him like British soldiers, the enemy
was charged, and routed niqst completely j -when
ended the action, without his having tlie temerity
to renew it again. About this period'!• ha<l ^o. la-
ment the severe loss of Lieutenant Kay, 62d, who
was gallantly fighting his sMrmishers ;,. and shortly
after, Lieutenant PoponA of the royal marmes.v

The loss of the enemy is supposed to be between
sixty and seventy in killed and wounded ; but I am
rather inclined to imagine it more. Lieuteaant-
Coloael Matsciola was severely wounded, with
little hopes of recovery^


