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WAR DEPARTMENT.
Downing- Stre.et, Januar y 25, 1812,
A DISPATCH, of w!neh the followmg is a
_copy, has boen receized st ¢he Office of the
Earl of Lwerpool addressed to his Lordalup by
Lleugenm-Gaa&rd B Maitland, o

-- M. Lioxp, Messzna, November LO‘ 1811

N the 26th of Oatobe)' 1 received inform'ltxon

" _from Captain Durcan, of His Majesty’s ship
Impericuse, that a sinaﬂ"cé'nvoy of the enemy had
-takidh refuge at Palinurd, Where it was protected]
by some works, and a bb(fy of troops posted upon; ;’

'n commanding greund ; Captain Duncan reqilested]-

a detachment of His -Majesty's. troops to, co-operate
with His Majesty's ships Impeneuse and Thames
o take or destroy this cenvoy, which cefisisted-of
aine gun-bouts and twenty merchant vessels, iaden
with naval stores for ‘Ihe Gié.n!ys ships.of- warst,
Nuples, 4‘

A detachment of the ‘2& regiment was, there-
fore, embarked on board of His Majesty’s ship
Thames, consisting of two hundred and fifty men,
under the command of Major Darley; and I have
the satisfaction to report to your Lordship, that
this little expedition has had complete success.

1 enclose Major Darley’s report of this service ;
and with the-greatest satisfaction I express the high
opinion I entertain of the intrepidity and judgment
of Major barléy, and of the perfect good conduct
of all'the officers and men employed. - 7~

Major Darley states also, that the able manner
i whieh Captaia PDencen, in the -Jmpetienke, en—;
‘gaged._the enemy's battery and gun-boats (wlmhf
) sdcmzed) was the prelude to their success, and
reflcets the highest- credit upon that officer; that
Captain Wapier, of His Majesty’s ship Thames,
landed with His Majesty's troops and marines, aad
mest gaﬂamlyset an. example to them all,- and con-
tributed greatly to the fortumate issue of the attack ‘

T have the bonor to be, &ec.
(Signed) .+~ ®. MATTLAND, Lieut. Gen.
To the Right Honourable the Earl of
Liverpoal, &c. &e. &c.

SIR, * Melazzo, Nov. 8, 1811.

IN compliante with your desire, I'beg leave to

transmit a statement of the enemy’s forces at Pali-

“nuro, under the command of General Pignatelli

Cercaro, together with a brief account of the action
that took place upon our landing,

The force we had to contend with, as far as

could be scrutinized into from the quesuoning of
prisoners, &c. were as follows : three companies of
the 24 orQueen’s regiment, two- of which vwere
1rﬁe3“5md amoi,mting to thrce hundred and fifty
n;.pp, P .Comcan regilars, sixty; artillery, forty-
fivery ‘civie - 5uard, eighty ;"Wltfb at least four hun-
dré‘d ééﬁﬁ 5 algiedas l!ght trooPs, and particu-
gariy %;ydgei& ‘g%er ﬂ}'l km&’ of ‘ground they had
toitacty. thershy tota] amount, nine
Biibdred dnd thifty-ﬁve e,

it toree was acknowfedged “but from the fe- .
;x}f% IR?NS knpwn to be contmually accumulatmg,
+the aneuy are supposed to have been stronger.

* disembarksd with fifty of the royal marings, the
grenadiers and skirmishers of the 62d reginent, at
about half past three g'Clock, P, M, on the 1st in-
stant, leaving Captains Pollgek-and Irving's gom-
panies to follpw. Upen landing, I immediately

‘comméncedl aSCendihg the Beights; when Captain

Olgham was unfottuqateiy sevgrﬁy vwovnded; and
after some firing, in the hope of oppqsing our pro-
gress, we complately succeeded in gaining them ;
whereupon T threw out my, gkirmishers, and formed
the remainder to advance upon the cnemy, reserving
a par£ to ‘attack (and storm, if possible) the tele- .
graph tower, and another division ta keep in check
the enemy, who menaced my left, as also to main-
tain the commandipg position on the heights,

The telegraph tower, and fine adjacent positign,
we shortly got poesession of ; when my attention
was particularly doawn tewards the fwna;_ef sur ad-
vauce, here the @ncng W concenttated hls main
force, 4nd, updei 3 wa fire, vas' endeasoming
t6 force his’ way ttx e lie:gh;s, huzzaing amd
drummmg as he’ g&vanéea whﬂe his riﬁemmhad
the same object in view on ‘our left ; but the stea-
diness and supenorly gallant conduct of the oﬂicers
and men defied the' most .daring mtrepldlty 3 &nd,
after allowing the enemy’to-advance within, g very
few yards, and whilst coolly lymg on the g:ound
to reveive him like Butish soldiers, the enemy
was charged, and routed mqst completely ; when

'] ended the action, wn.hOut his having the temerity
. to renew it agam

" Abiout ‘this period T had té. la-
ment the | severe ‘loss of Lieutenant Kay, 62d, who
was ga.llq,ntly ﬁghtmg his skirmishers ; e and shorgly
after, Lieutenant Popon, of the royal malhles

The loss of the enemy is supposed to be betgeen
sixty and " seventy in killed and nounded bt Y am
rather inclined to “imagine it more, Lleuter;ant-
Colonel Matsciola was se,venelx wotmded wkh
little hopes of recoverys



