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necessazy -to o'btam possgssxon of the Jwork on the
hill-of St. Francisép before we could make any pro-
gress in our attack. Accqrmqgly MalprhGeneral
Craofurd direeted a detachment of the light divi-
sion, under the comimand of Lieutenant-Colonel
Golbourne, of the.52d Regiment, to attack the work
shortly after it was dark. The attack was very ably
conducted by Lieutenant-Coloncl Colbourne, and
the work was taken by storm m ‘a short time :
“captains and forty-seven men were made prisoners,
and, the remainder of the garrison werg put to the
sword, We took ’thfée pieces of cannon. I ean-
ot sfficiently applaud the conduct. of Licutenant-
:Golonel Colbourne, and of the detachment under his
- command, upon this occasion. I am happy to add
.that-our loss in this affair has not been severe, six
men having been killed; Captain Mein and Lieute-
nant Woodgate, of the 52d, Lieutenant Hawks-
- ley, of the 95th, and fourteen men having been
* wounded.
. 'The suceess of this operation enabled us. jmme-
diately to break ground within six hundred yards, of
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the place, notwithstanding that the enemy still-

held the fortified convents ; and the enemy's work

a good communication made with it.

- Lieutenant-General Hill arrived at Merida on the
30th Decefober. He had hoped to surprise General
Dombrouski {who I had been led to imagine was

killed in General Hill’s last affair with the enemy) |
in that town ; but his advanced gnard was discover- |

ed on the .29th by a patrole from a small detach-
- ment of the enemy, which happened to be at La
Nava,which effected its retreat to Merida, notwith-
‘standing the efforts-of a detachment of Licutenant-
General “Hill's cavalry . to prevent it,
Dombrouski ‘retired from Merida in the night,
leaving. a magazine of bread, and one hundred and

sixty thousand pounds of wheat in the towa, Jand’

several unfinished works, which the enemy had been
constructing.

On the 1st, General HlIl moved forward with
the intention of attacking General Drouet, who
commands ‘the 5th coxps, at Almendralejo. This
Genbral 'bawever, retlred upon Zafra, leaving a
magazme in the town, containing four hundred and
fifty thousand pounds of wheat, and some bar-
ley. . On the 3d, Lieutenant-General.Hill sent a de-
tachiment, consisting of the 28th regiment and tivo
squadrons of the 2d Hussars, some squadrons of the
10th Portuguese Cavalry to Fuente del Macstre, un-
der the command of Licutertant-Colone] Abercrom-
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by. dur cavalry defeated: 2 body of the enemy's

cavalry w}uch was there ; imvmg taken two offieers

and thirty ) ‘meh prisoners. -

-Lieutenant General Hill having found that €enes
ral’ Drowet. had retreated upon Llerena, and that
it would be 1mposs1ble for him to follow to a great-
er ﬂlstanee returned to Menda on the 5th, in or-
der to place the troops under his eommand in bet-
ter. cantonttents; during the bad weather.

1 have the honour to Enclose fetters from Lieute-
nant Generat Hill, ‘of the 30th of December, 2d
and fth of January, giving an account of his ope-
rations, Tehirns of Lﬂied and wounded &e.

Return qf Killed, wounded, and missing of ¢ the Army

under the Command of His Emcellency General

Viscount Wellington, K. B. in.carrying a Redoubt
before Ciudad Rodrigo, on the might of the 8th
-mstant

" Hou#-Quarters, Gallegos, Jan. 9, 1812,

43d Reg. lst Batt.—2 rank and ﬁl;: killed; 7 mapk -

and file wounded.
52d ditto, 15t Patt:i~ rankpndfile kiiled 1 cap-
fajn, ] liputenant, € rark and dle, woanded
53d dtero: “2d Batt ~~} ok ond fle- killed 5 1 k.

ang file wounded.

95th ditto, Ist Batt.—1 rank and file killed ; 1 heu-
has been turned into a part of our first parailel, and |’

tenant, 4 rank and file, wounded.
95th ditto, 2d Bakt.i—1 rank and file wounded
95th dxtto, 3d Batt.—2 rank and file wounded.
Total.—86 rank and file killed ;
tenants, 17 rank-and file, wounded.
(Sngned) CHARLES STEWART,

Major-General, and Ad_]utant-General :

Note.—1 captain of art:llery, 1 subaltern, and
46 rank and file, taken prisoners in the redoubt, and
3 pieces of ordnance, lhothzer, aml 2 four-
poumders. -

Nemes of Uﬁoers wounded on the 8th qf Jammry
<o ¥812,
1st But, 52d Reg.a-ucapmn Memhnaﬂwmm
Woodgate, both-sevarely, bat not dangerously..
1st Batt. 95th Reg. —Lieutenant Hawksley, se-
verely, but not dangerously.’

My Loxo,  Merida, Dec. 305 1811,

-IN pursuance of your Lordship’s instructiofis,

I put the troops under my orders in' march from

heir several céntoriments, and entered this Pro-

vince on the 27th instant by Albuquerque, Villa de
Rey, and St Vi icénte; add by the intelligence
which T received from various quarters, T was led
to cntertain the most sanguine hopes’ *that T should

have been able to surprize the enemy's troops sta-

tioned in this town, I was, however, disappoint-
ed in my expectations, by finding in La Nava, on
our approach to that village yesterday, with the

column from Albuquerque, a party of the enemy»

I captein, 2 lieu-



