DECLARATION. ,

NIE Government of France having by an bific

cial report, commuiniyated by its Migistér Bt
Foreign Affairs to the Conservative Seiare ob the
10th day of March last, reioted all doubts as t6 the
perseveratice of that Govéiifitent in the “asseftion ]
of principles, and in the maintenance of a system,
not more hostile to the maritime rights and com-
mercial inferedts ‘of the Dritish Bmpive, than in ]
consitent Vith the rights and independenge of
Neutral Natiohs—and having thereby plainly de-
véloped the inordinate pretensioms which that
system, as promulgated in the Decrees of Berlin

© —and I\Iﬁé'ﬁ-,' was Trom the fest designed +o enforee;

His Royal Higliness the Princd lic%gut, Acting in 4
the name and on the belmlf of His Mafesty, d&oms I

it proper, upon this formal and authentic-repub- ]

lication of- the principles of those Decrees, thus:
publicly to declare His: Royal Higlmess's -detér-
mination still firmly to resist the introéduction and
establishment of -this arbitrary code, which the
Government of Frante openly avows its purpose to
inposé by force upon thie World—as the 1AW of |
Natious. . - .

From the time that thd progiessive Mjastide ahd
violdrce of ' the Fithch ' Governtiént iwxde it im--
potsibie for His Majesty any longér to Testiain ‘the
exeicise of the rights of war withifh their drdinaty
limits, Without submitting- Yo cons#juences ot
less rwimons to thée dofimerce of his 'domintons,
than _derogatory to the rights Of his Crown,
His - Majesty has cndeavoured, by a restridted
and ‘Moderate use of those rights of Retatiation,
which tlie Berlin and Milan Décrees hecesiarily
called* mto action, to récontile Neutral Sthtes 'to
those measures, which the tonduct of the tnbny
had réndércd unavoidables mird Which His Ma-
jesty has at all tivles pidiessed ‘hiv readidess to-
revoke, %0 soon 4s the Decrdes of ‘the cnefhy,
which ‘gave octasion. to them, showld De forinally
and ancdonditionally régealed ;  And the cohilinerve
of Neutral Nations be restored to its accustomed
course, - )

At a subseqiiént period f %he War, His Ma-
jésty, availthi himself of the ¢hén ‘sitnatidn of
Ruidoge, ‘Without dbandoning e pifinciple and ob-
ject of 'the Ortkérs in "Countil of November 1807,
wis fnducetl so to limit their dpéfitivn, as mate-
rially to alleviate the vestrictions thereby impdsed
upon neutral commerce, C

The Order in-Council of Apfil 1809 was sith-
stitutéd.in thie room of those of Novémber 1807,
and the retalistory system of Great Britain Hcted
no longer on everycountry, in which the agireéssive
mcasures of the cnemy were in forde; but was
confined in its operation to France, and ’to the
countrfes, upon which the French yoke wds most’
strictly imposed; anrd which had become virtually a’

art of the dominjons of France, ‘

~'Phe United Statés of America remained néver-
théless dissatisfied; and their dissatisfactibn ‘has’
been greatly dncreased by an artifice tod suceéss- -
fally. eniployed on ‘the part of the'enerny, who has®
pretended, -that the Decrees of Berlin and ‘Milun’
wére repealed, although the decxee -éffécting such
repeal has never beén promlgated; although the-

sl

saribed:itto b dependent an tonditions, in which
the ety kidee Grest Beitain could neveraciuiesce ;
aad although abundant eviflence has since appeared
OF 1heiF subinquent execution,,

But-the Laeway hae at feadth laid aside all dissi-
wlation ; he now p‘ﬁbﬁ%ty @nd solemnly declares,
nlet Ditly that those Detes still continue in force,
but that they shall be rigidly executed, until Great
Britain shall comply with additional -capditions,
equally extravagant : and he further anfiounces the
pennities of those Decrees to be in Full foree against
All nations, which shall swier theif Aag %o be, asit
is termed in this new code, ¢¢ denationalized. -

_In'addition to the_disavowal of the blockade of
May 1806, and of the prifciples on which that
blockade ®ad established,’ and in addition to the
1¢peal ofthe British Gvdess in Council——he demands
an admission of the principles, that.the goods of
an enemy, carried undér a neutral flag, shall be
treated ‘s nedtral ;==that vRutral property, under
the flag of 4n cneimy, shall be treated as hostile;
~—that armns and warlike stores alone (to the exelu-
sion of $hip-timber And othet artitles of haval
equipment) shall be.regarded as contraband of whrsy:
‘—and ‘that no ports shall be considered as lawfully
‘blockaded, except such as are invested and besieged,
in tlie prestinption of their being ‘taken, Teri pre-
vention d'étre pris], and inté which a2 merchant
ship cairot. énter wvithout dainget. - $

¢ these aand other Qenimads, tht Byemy in fact
réquires, that Gicat Biitain, #nd all civilized na-’
tions, shall renovmnce,. &t his arbitkaty ploasude, the
“ordinity ‘and indisputable righits of woarititee War ;.
that Great Britain, "in particalar, shall forego the
advhntages of lrer nhval saperiority, and alloty the. .
coifiercial propeity, as well us thie produce and:
ma‘nulfadtmes of Trante, Wpd her confedératies, to-
pass the aecan dh security ; Wwhilit the subjects of
Great Brituin ave to be, i effect, prissoribed from, -
all Tommwcreinl Interconrde with ofkier natiods. ;"
andl the praduee and fannfactures of ese Fealms
are to be excluded from every country in the World,
to'which the arms or the influence of tite encniy can
extend, . . ’

Such sre the'deniands o whick the Brhtish Go-
vérnutent Ts summéned tosabibit, to the abandon-
ment of fs st ancidit, essentdsl, dnd undonbted
maritime Rights. Such i the Code by which France-
hopes, tnder the cover of a ndutral fag, torender
her cotusiiérce unassailable by séa ; whilstshe'pro-
‘ceeds to invade or to fricorporate with her own do- -
‘minions ‘all states that liésitate to ‘sacrifice their
national futerests at heér coniviand; and in abdica-

- tion “of “their justrighits, ito adopt’a code, by which

they. ate veyuived to dxclude, under the Mask of miz-
uicipal Rigulation, whatéveris British from their
dominiors. L o

Tlie pretext for thése extravagant demands is,
.that sotne of these Principles Were adopted by vo-
‘luntery cotipact in the Treaty df Utrecht; as if ‘a
Treaty onee'existing between two particular doun
tries, founded bu ‘speeial-snd reciprocal considera-’
‘tions, binding only -on 'the Contracting Parties;and
wliich in the last. Treaty of pcace between the sdme
Poivers, had not bednrevived, were to -be "i"egar'ded ‘,
as declaratowy of thé publiclaw of Nations. = -

Ft'is neediess for His Royal Higbness to demon."

notification of such pretended repeal distinctly de-

'strate the injustioe of such pretensions. | He might?



