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THE Government of EYaAct having ty 4ft fe$U
cial report, cbmnumtcftted by ite MUftfetti1 fbt

Foreign Affairs to the Conservative Siftiftlfc oft &«
10th day of March last, it*ftovt<d ftU&uW to & Ate
perseverance of that Governm'ent in the asstFUoh
of principles, and in the maintenance of a system,
not more hostile to the maritime rights and" com-
mercial 'i-h tier cits of the British Empire, than in-
cons&tcnt ft'itfa Sthe rights and independence bf
Neutral Katibfe — *iM wiving thtereby plainly 'de-
veloped the inordinate pretensions which that
system, as promulgated in thc^Decrees of Berlin

—ami MUari) was from the "fust designed Vb enforce;
His Royal Highness the Piirfc^ llogeiit, Aetitag in
the name and on the belralf of 4Jfe 'Majesty^ &ftms
it proper, upon this formal and authentic repub-
lication of - the principles of those Decrees, thus
publicly to declare His 'Royal -Highnesses '-deter-
mination -still firmly to resist the introduction and
establishment of -• .this, arbitrary code, which the
Government of France openly avows its ^w^tfste to
in*tiole~ tty force upon the \Vor1d — as tttfe 'Law^ of
Nation's. • > • •

fttffii the frmte tha't tlfe 'pVogre-ssiVc iftjo's'ticte 'aftd
vi&c'tfc'e <of the Fi'Sfich ' GoVcrititfgtit m&de' it rrh-
jxftsibie ¥or His Majesty -atiy fonder to ^strain 'the
exWciSe of the rights of war withTA their brduWiTy
limift, Without submitting- to coVisefquettceS %6t
les^ fcti?rabus to the dom'merce of Ms 'dominions,
than ._ derogatory to the rights of his ,Crowii,
His 'Majesty has endeavom-ed, by a restricted
and 'moderate use of those Visits m R'etfrKat'ib'n,
wliich the Berlin and Milan Decrees -nec"essarirly
called" into action, to reconcile Netrt'rnl St'ates 'to
thds'e measur'es, which the conduct of the ^nfei'y
had rci'idered anavoidaWe- ami WwTdh Hk Mk-
je^ty .has at all triWcs pi;6fessed his :readiriess to
reVo'ke», ''-So ^OCKI 'as the -Decrdes 4>f "the -enemy,
•MrMdh '^ave occasion, to them, sh'b«13 -"be formally
rfnd ancondrtio'n^riy r^e'p^ealed ; 'a'n'3 *t"hie cdiiiiherce
of •Neu'tral Nations be restored to its 'accustomed

At a subsequent period 6'f We Var, ECfs Ma:
jesry-, a^flftfig Irimself . of the tWn ^tt-uatt6'n 6'f
^BuVojJe, -Vitlidut afoanddnfa^ t^ie^pi'mci-ple 'and ob-
ject o'f/f-be'Oriters In 'Council of Nbvchio'er J807,
wa's ihiluced so to -limit -their oipefiition, -as mate-
rially to alleviate the restrictions thereh'y impo'sed
upon neutral commerce.

The Order in -Council of April 1809, was' 'sub-
stituted -'in. the room of those of -NdveYnber -rS07,
and 'the retaliutoiy system 'of Great Ei'itain 'a'cted
no longer on et'erycountry, in which -the aggressive
measures 6f the -enemy were in fbrc'e ; but was
confined in its operation to France, and Jto the
countries, upon which the French yb'ke wa:s most
strictly imposed ; aftd which had 'become virtually a
part of the dominions of France.
"The United States of Atderica remained never-

theless dissatisfied; and their dissatisfaction 'has
b"0en greatly 'in-creased by an artifice 'tbb siiccess-
folly. eiiiployed on the part of the 'enemy, ^wHo lia's
pretended, -that the Decrees of Berlin and Milan
•ytfere repealed, although the deciee 'effecting such
repeal has liever -been promulgated; although ihe
notification .of such pretended repeal ^distinctly de-

§ft conditions, in which
ili could never acquiesce ;

v-vlficnce has since appeared

feaS at Ftu^th laid aside all dissi-
fee notf p^lifely ftnd solemnly declares,

n&t 6ttly that those. Dec!tfes still continue in force,
but that they shall be rigidly executed, until Great
Britain shall comply with additional e&iditioijs,
equally extravagant : antl he furtlier announces the
^enhlries 'of those Decree* to be in ftiU fdi-ce against
411 hatibtis, \vluch shall BtiiFer theft ffegfco.bes as it
is termed in this hew code, " denatioiialized."

r In 'addition to the disavowal of the blockade of
l\iay 1^06, and bf the principles on which that
•blockade' tpaS fes^tftblisfec'dj ' and in addition to the
i^5eal #ftite 5BvitiSii liters in Council— he demands
an admission of the principles,, that ..the. go.pd^.of
an enemy, carried under a neutral flag, shall be
treated "aŝ  nxsfitral ;-=^-^htit ttfttitral property, under
the flag of an enemy, shall be treated as hostile;
— that^arm? and warh'ke stores alone (to the exclu-
sion* 'of ship-timber ted -oithe?- aVticles or. naval
equipment) shall be. regarded as contraband ef wfcty

! — and that no ports -sfaaU ire considered as lawfully
blockaded, except such as are invested and besieged,
iii the presumption of theft bciYig 'ta^teli, r[«eri pre-
vention d'etre pris], and in'tb which a merchant
strip ca'hrtot-e'nter ft'ftho-ftt^ngef . • f

B^- 'th'e^e a6d bthet 5em^ds, tfec E^/emy in fact
requires, thai 'Gi^eat Britain, 'tfnd all civiliJtffl -fta-'
tjotis-, shall ^enoilmcfe, at hh -arbithtfy plb'Ssiri^;, the
ordm^i-'y and 'fndisputiible rlgi'ts of^aritil*^ War j.
that Gi'eat Britab, in particular, S&&H* *br*grO lh*e
advantage's of Irer na^al sfip&riority> and a4-k»Xv t3be.
comitiercial 'property, ai well «6 tlie *ftt<o4ace
Imailu^actin-es 6f Frantffe, >
.pas's the o'dean -in seCni-ky •; ^WM tire
Great Britaja are to -be, ill eflfe^t,
aH comnjcroiftl Tntei»co<itfs;e With ofh'er
and th'e 'produce arid m'a'nut'actnrcs of '̂ licse, pa
are to be excluded from every country iu jthe" woVltl,
t6 'which the arins or the influence of t'be encmvy can
extend.

Such sire lihe 'demands to which <he •Bj?tish Go-
VeYntffent Is ^summOfied to :$'ftbrtiit, to the abautfon-
mtitit of its -ii>i«st ancidat, es^sehtJJttl, rfixl i]!>fk>n'b'ted
maritime Rights. Sudh is the Code by Which France-
hopes, under the co-ve'r of a h6iifral fiag, to^render
her coiuni'ei'ce 'unassailable by se"a; whilst !'s'he^p"rcr-
'ceeih to invade or to in'cprpdrate with 'her own do-
'minto'ris 'all stated that hesitate to 'sacrifice thefr
national Jute-Vests at. -her command; and in abdica-

. tion of "their .Jtfst'rights, 'to adopt* a-cotle, by which
they ate 'required to Exclude, under the Mask of "hrii-
tucipal Utigulat-ion^ whatever' -is British from their
dominion's. •

The -pz'etext for thdse extravagant demands is,
^that some of t-hese PrJncipks wer'e adopted "by vo-
•luiitai'y cbrripact in the Treaty -bf Utrecht ; as it a
Ti'e'aty once' existing between two particular count
tries, founded on 'special and reciprocal considers- '
'tion?, -binding only on the Contracting Parties,' and
which in the ia&t .Treaty bf peace bctvveen the same
Powers, had'not'been"revived, were to -be 'regarded'
as declaratoiTy of the public'law of Nations. •

It *is needles^ for His Royal Highness to demon-
strate the injustice of such pretensions. , lie might '


