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tmrkation took place on the 8th instant, and in
five days arrived in safety at Arahers'tburg. I
found that the judicious arrangement which had
been adopted immediately upon the arrival of Co-
lonel Proctor, had compelled the enemy to retreat;
and take shelter under the guns of his fort:—that
officer commenced operations by sending strong
detachments across the river, with a view of cutting
off the^uemy's communication with his reserve.—
This pfoduced two smart, skirmishes on the 5th and
9th instant, .in both of which the enemy's loss was
very considerable, whilst ours amounted to three
killed, and thirteen wounded ; amongst the latter
I have particularly to regret Capt. Muir and Lieut.
Sutherland, of the 41st regiment, the former an
officer of -great experience, and both ardent in His
Majesty's service. Batteries had likewise been com-
menced opposite Port Detroit, for one eightecn-
pounder, two twelve, and two five and a half inch
mortars ; all of which opened on the evening of
the 15th (having previously summoned Brigadier
General Hull to surrender), and although, opposed
by a well directed fire from seven twcnty-four-
pouiaders, such was their construction, under tli2
able directions of Captain Dixon of the royal en-
gineers, that no iujuiy was sustained from its ef-
fect.

The force at my disposal being collected in the
course of the 15th, iu the neighbourhood of Sand-
wich, the embarkation took place a little after day-
light on the following morning, and by the able ar-
rangements of Lieutenant Dewar of the Quarter-
Master-General's' Department, the whole Avas, in a
short time> landed without the smallest'confusion at
Spring Well, a good position, three miles west of
Detroit. The Indians, Avho had in the mean time
effected their landing two miles below, moved for-
wards and occupied the woods, about a mile and a
half on our left.

The fefce, which I instantly dn'ccted to march
against the enemy, consisted of thirty royal artil-
lery, two hundred and fifty 41st regiment, fifty
royal Newfoundland regiment, four hundred mi-
lifia, and about six hundred Indians, to which were
attached three ?ix-pounders and two thrce-poundcrs.
The services of Lieutenant Troughton, command-
ing the royal artillery, an active and intelligent
officer, being required in the field, the direction of
the batteries was intrusted to Captain Hall, and the
marine department, and I cannot withhold my entire
approbation ef their conduct on this occasion.

I crossed the river, with an intention of waiting
in a strong positioji the effect of .our force upon
tiie enemy's camp, and in the hope of compelling
him to meet us in the field; but receiving in-
formation upon landing, that Colonel Mf Arthur,
an officer of high reputation, had left the garrison
three days before with a detachment of five hun-
dred men, and hearing soon afterwards that his
cavalry had been seen that morning three miles in
our renr, I decided on an immediate attack. Ac-
cordingly the troops advanced to within one mile
of the fort, and having ascertained that the enemy
had taken little or no precaution towards the land
sicl-e, I resolved on an assault, whilst, the Indians
penetrated his camp. Brigadier-General Hull,
however, prevented this movement, by proposing
a cessation of hostilities, for the purpose of prepar-

ing terms of capitulation. Lieutenant-Colonel
John M'Dounell and Captain Glegg were accord-
ingly deputed by m'e on this mission, and returned
within an hour with the conditions which I have
the honour herewith to transmit. Certain consi-
derations afterwards induced me to agree to the two
supplementary articles.

The force thus surrendered to His Majesty'*
arms cannot be estimated at less than two thou--
sand five hundred men. In this estimate, Colonel
Mf Arthur's detachment is included, as he surren-
dered, agreeably to the terms of capitulation, in
the course of the evening, with the exception of
two hundred men, whom he left escorting a valu-
able convoy at some little distance in his rear; but
there can be no doubt the officer commanding will
consider himself equally bound by the capitulation.

The enemy's aggregate force was divided into two
troops of cavalry 5 one company of artillery regu-
lars ; the 4th United States regiment -., detachments
of the 1st and 3d United States regiment, volun-
teers ; three regiments of the Ohio militia; one
regiment of the Michigan territory. ,

Thirty-three pieces of brass and iron ordnance
have already been secured.

When this contest commenced, many of the In-
dian nations were engaged in active warfare with
the United States, notwithstanding the constant
endeavours of this Government to dissuade them-
from it. Some of the principal chiefs happened to
be at Amherstburg, trying to procure a supply o£
arms and ammunition which for years had been:
withheld, agreeably to the instructions received
from Sir James Craig, and since repeated by your
Excellency.

From that moment they took a most active part,
and appeared foremost on every occasion; they
were led yesterday by Colonel Elliott and Captain
M'Kce, and nothing could exceed their order and-
steadiness. 7V few prisoners were taken by them
during the advance, whom they treated with every
humanity ; and it affords me'much pleasure in as-
suring your Excellency, that such was their for-
bearance and attention to what was required of
them, that the enemy sustained no other loss in
men than what was occasioned by the fire of our
batteries.

The high sense I entertain of the abilities and
judgment of Lieutenant-Colonel Myers, imhic~C(£
.me to appoint him to the important command at
Niagara ; it was with reluctance I deprived myself
of his assistance, but had no other expedient ; hi.y
duties as head of the Quarter-Mastcr-Gcncral's de-
partment were performed to my satisfaction by
Lieutenant-Colon el Nicholls, Quarter-Master-Ge-
neral of the militia

Captain Glegg, my Aid-de-Camp, will have the
honour of delivering this dispatch to your Excel-
lency; he is charged with the colours taken at ther
caplure of. Fort Detroit, and those of the 4th,
United States regiment.

Captain Glegg fs capable of giving-your Excel-
lency every information respecting the state of this
province, and I shall esteem myself highly indebted
to your Excellency to afford him that protection, to-
which his merit and length of service give him a
powerful claim. jl have the hoaotur to be, &e.

(Sr-nctf) ISAAC BUOCK1, Major.


