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eousiderell ‘n$ wirrant -officers, and such cutters,

chooners, ‘brigs, or armed vessels, shalf not in re-
spect to such captufes couvey any interest or share
to ‘the flag-officer or officers "under whose biders
such ‘cutters, schooners, brigs, and armed vessels
may idppen to'be.

- And whéreas it ‘is ‘judged expedient, dufing the
present hostilities, to hire into His Majesty’s ser-
vite ‘armed vessels, to be employed as ecruiders
against the enemy, which véssels- are the' property
of, and their masters and créws are paid by, the
otrners 'of whom they are hired, although several
of them are tommanded by conmnissioned ofiicers’in
His Mhajesty’s pay’; it is Our further will and plea-
sure, that the net'produce of ‘all prizes taken by
suth hired urmed vessels (except as hereivafter-
mentiotied) ‘shall be For the benefit of such commis-
sioned officers in His Majesty’s pay, and of -the
masters and érews on board the said hired aiined
vessels at theltime of the capture; aud that such
ptizes may be lawfully sold and disposed of by them
and their agents, after the same shall have been-to
His Majesty finally adjudged lawiul prize, -and not
otherwise ; the distribution whereof shall be as
follows 4 :

The whole 6f the nct produce being divided -into
éight equal parts, the officer commanding any
hired armed vessel aforesaid, who shall be actually

-‘on board 4t ‘the taking of ahy -prize, shall
*have two eighths ; bit'in case such hired armed

- vessél shall be under the command of a flag or
flags, the flag-officer or officérs being actually on
‘board, or directing or‘assisting in "the capture,

" shall have one third of the sald two eighth pdrts ;
the said one third of the two' eighth parts to be
paid to such flag or flag officers in "sach pro-
portions, and subject to such regulations, as are
Xereinafter mentioned. In case thete be actiug
on board such hired armed vessel, besides the
officer commanding the same, one or more com-
missioned sea lieutenants in His Majesty’s pay,
such lientenant or lieutenants “shall take one
cighth, One eighth shall belong to the master
and mate, of which the master  shall take two

. thirds, and the mate one third ; ‘but in cascthere

shall be acting on board such hired armed vessel
one or more midshipmen, in that case the mas-
“ter shall take one half of the eighth, and the
" other shall e~ divided equally between the mate
and midshipmen. -"The Temaiping four eighth
-parts shall belong to and, being divided ‘into
shares, be distributed among fhe. other petty
officers,. men, and boys, in’tlhe same proportion
as hefein-befére Qirécted with respect to the divi-
sion’ of prize-money in Flis Majesty’s ships-of
war. Andin cascof prizes taken by any hired
armed vessel not commanded by any of His Ma-
jesty’s commissioned officers, one eighth shall
belong to the flag-officers, to'be divided as afore-
said, . case such hired -armed. vessel shall be
under the command of a flag ; one eighth shall
belong to the'master and mate, of ‘which- the

« Tpaster shall take two thirds - and - the mate one |.

‘third ;: four cighths shall belong to and be di-
" vided among the petty officers-and crew, in man-
ner aforesaid. The surplus, the distribution of
'which js not herein dirccted, , shall remain at Qur

“‘Wisposal ; “and, if "not dispsed of “Within n'yéds’
after final “adjudication, the sanie shull -beléng
- and be’paid to Greeniwich Tlospital,

.. And in the cage’ of prizes taken jointly by any of”
His -Majesty’s ships of war, -or any hired "armed
vessel, -His Majessy’s commissioned officer -or offi-
cers on board such hired armed vessel shall share
with the commissioned oflicer or oflicers of the same
rank on board His Majesty's ship or ships of mar,
being joint -gaptors:;; thie master of such hired
armed vesgel -shidll share with’the warrant officers
the mateof <such hited -armed vessel with the first:
class of petty officeis; and the seanen, -landmen,
and'bays of such hired afmed vessel, *with persons
of the same deseription on hoard His Majesty’s said
ship or ships of war; save and -except that, in case-
such hired-armed vessel shall -be comnzanded by oe
of Fis -Majesty’s commissioned officers having the-
rank of master and commander, -and there shall be-
none ot- His Majesty’s - lieutenants -on board, or in
case.such-hired -armed vessel shall be commanded
by the master, in both those cases the master of
such hired aitned vessel'shall share with-the lieate—~
‘nants of FHis Majesty’s ships of war, and-the mate
with*the warrant officers ; and in case any difficulty
shall aiise’in respect to the said - distribution, not
herein sufficiently provided for, ‘the same “shall be
referred-to*the-Lords Cominissioners of the Adnii-
iralty, “whose direction thercupon shall be final, and.
Rave the same force and effect as if herein inserted,
-Providéd,’ thit-if auy officer, being on'board any
of His Majesty’s ships of war at'the “time of taking
any prize, shall have more commissions ~or offices:
‘than one; ‘such’ofticer shall ‘be entitled only to tha
share or shares of the prizes which, according to
the abote-mentioned distribution, shall belong to-
Lis superior commission or office, A
Provided also, thatinall prizes talien by any of
‘His Majesty’s squadrons, ships, or vessels; while
acting in conjunction with any squadron, ship, or
vessel of any other.power that iy be in-alliance
'with His Majesty, a share of :such.prizes shalt be
sct apart and be at Our further disposal, eqmal-tor
that share which the flag and other officers and
crews of such-.squadron, ships; or vessels- would.
have been-éntitied-to if they had. belonged:to His
Majesty. - o
And We do-héreby strictly enjoin all commandeérs

of His Majesty’s ships and vessels of war, taking
 any prize, to-transmit.as soon-as may be, or cause
to be transmitted to the' Commissionérs of thie Navy, .
a true list of the names of all.the officers, seaman,
marines, soldiers, and others who were actually on
'board His Majesty’s ships and vessels of war:under-
‘their command at the time of the captire ; - whichr
list shall contain’ the quality of the service of each
person.on board, together with the description of
‘the men, - taken from the deseription hooks of the -
capturing ship-or-ships, and their several ratings, .
and be subscribed by-the captains or commanding :
officer,-"and three or-moie. of the chief officers on:
‘board. o ‘
And\We' d6 Hereby require- and direct- the €6ma-
amissioners of the Navy, or:any three or more:of-
them, to¢xamine, or cause to be-examined, .such,
lists by the muster books of such ships and vessels-

| of war, and lists agnéxed thereto, «to-see. that-suph-



