
.Cousiderefl vns warrant -officers, and such cutters, !
schooners, brigs, or armed vessels, sbatf not in re-
spect to s\>ch captures convey any interest or share
to-the'flag-officer or officers'under whose orders
such cutters, schooners, brigs, and anUed vessels
may happen to'be.
' Aliid whereas it'fs judged expedient, 'during the

present hostilities, to hire into His Majesty's ser-
vice "armed vessels, to be employed as cruizers
against the enemy, which vessels- ure the1 property
of, and their masters and crews are paid by, the
diners'of whom they arc'"hired, although several
of them are commanded by cdmim'ssioncd ofiicei's in
Hfs Majesty's pay'} It is Our further will and plea-
sure, that the net1 produce of all prizes taken by
such hired armed vessels (except as hcreiuafter-
mcntibhed) "shall be for thebeiient of such commis-
sioned offices in His Majesty's pay, and of the
roasters and crews on board the said hired arined
vessels at the time of the capture; and that such
prizes may be lawfully sold and disposed of by them
and their agents, after the same shall 'have been-to
Mis Majesty finally adjudged lawful prize,.:arid not
othcrvvfse; the 'distribution whereof shall be as
follows *
The whole 6f the net produce being divided into

eight equal p'arts, the officer commanding any
hired armed vessel aforesaid, who shall be actually

- .on board at 'the taking of any prize, 'shall
have two eighths ; but:in case such hired armed
vessel shall be under the command of a flag or
flags, the flag-officer or officers being 'actitally on
bo'aril, or directing or "assisting in "the capture,
Shall have one third of the said two eighth parts ;
the said one third of the two eighth parts to be
paid to such flag or flag officers in 'such pro-
portions, and subject to such regulations, as are
hereinafter mentioned. In case there be acting
on board such hired armed vessel, besides the
officer commanding the same, one or more com-
missioned sea lieutenants in His Majesty's pay,
such lieutenant or lieutenants shall take one
eighth. One eighth shall belong to the master
and mate, of which the master . shall take two

. thirds, and the mate one third ; but in case there
shall be acting on board such hired armed vessel
one "6tr more'midshipmen, in that case the mas-
ter shall, take one "half of the eighth, and the

"other shall b'e" divided equally between tfie mate
and midshipmen.'-The remaining four eighth
•parts shall belong to arid/being divided into
shares, be distributed among the- other petty
officers,, men, and boys, in'the same proportion
as herein-before directed with respect to the divi-
sion of prize-money in His Majesty's ships of
war. And in case of prizes taken by any hired
armed vessel not commanded by any of His Ma-
jesty's commissioned officers, 'one eighth shall
belong to the flag-officers, to be divided as afore-
said, ill; case such hired armed vessel shall be
'under the command of a flag ; one eighth shall
belong to the-master and mate, of which'the

* Blaster'shall take two thirds and the mate one
third ;: four eighths shall belong to and be di-
vided among the petty officers and crew, in man-
ner .aforesaid. The surplus, the distribution of
•which j$ not herein directed,. shall remain at Oiir

"disposal; "an#, if'hot drsp^bSe'd'bf "-wTtBin trylpffcr
after final adjudication, the sahie shUll belong

'and be paid'to Greenwich Hospital.

„ . And in the case'of prizes taken jointly by~any of*
His Majesty's ships of war, or any hired "armed
vessel, His Majessy's commissioned officer or offi-
cers on board such hired armed vessel "shall share
with the commissioned officer or officers of the same
rank on board His Majesty's ship or ships of t»ar,
being joint Captors-} the "master of such hired
armed vessel shMU "share with'the warrant officers ;
the mate-of -;sueh hii'ed ^rmed vessel with'the first-
class of-petty officers-5 and the seamen, -landmen,
and boys of such hired armed vessel,, 'with persons
of the same description on board His Majesty's said
ship or ships of War-; "save and except that, in case,
such hired-armed vesselshall be commanded by oiie
of-His Majesty's commissioned officers having the
rank of master and commander, and there shall be'
none of-His Majesty's - lieutenants on board, or ia
case;such hired armed vessel shall be commanded
by the master, in both those cases the master of
such hired armed vessels-shall share with'-the lieute--
narit's of Hrs Majesty's ships of war, and-ihe mate
with:the warrant officers ; ahd in case any difficulty
shall tmse'in respect to the said distribution, not
herein sufficiently provided for, :the same shall be
referred to 'the -Lo'rds Commissioners of the Adnii-
rtilty, whose direction thereupon shall be final, and-
Have the same"force and eftect as if herein inserted.

-Provided,'that-if any officer, being on board -any
of His Majesty's ships of war at'the time of taking
any p.tize, shall have tnofe- commissions or offices-
titan OTie> 'such'officer shall be entitled only to the*
share or shares of the prizes which, according to
the above-mentioned distribution, shall belong to
his superior commission or office.

.Provided also, that in all prizes taken by any of
His Majesty's squadrons, ships, or vessels, while
acting in conjunction with any squadron, ship, or
vessel of any other, power' that raay be- in alliance
with His Majesty, a share of .such, prizes 'shalr be
set apart and be at Our further disposal, equal-tcr
that share which the. flag and other officers and
crews of such' squadron, ships^ or vessels would
have been entitled-to if they had beloiiged-to His
Majesty.- -•

And \Ve do hereby- strictly enjoin all commanders
of His Majesty's ships and vessels of war, taking
any prize, to transmit-as soon-as • may be,, or cause
to be transmitted to the Commissioners of die Navy,
a true list of the names of alLthe officers, seame»,
marines, soldiers, and others who were actually OR

'board His Majesty's ships and vessels of waruinder
their command at the time of the-captnre ; whiclr
list shall contain the quality of the service of each
person -on board, together with the description of
.the men, taken-from the description'books of the
capturing ship or ships, and their Several ratings, ,
and be subscribed by "the captains or coimnanding;
officer, r'a^id thre^or.more, of the chief officers oa--
board.

-. And We do hereby requii-e- and dirett • the Com—
m'issioners of the Navy, oi'.'any three ormorerof
them, to exarnine> or cause to be examined^ .such'
lists by the muster boolts of such Ships and vessels-
.of was, and lists aijnexed


