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cbusidered as’ warkatit offirers; and sueh ciitters,
schooriess, brigs; of aiwmed vessels, stiall not i re-
spect to such’captiives convey any inteiest’ oi"share
to the flagrofficer or osficers under wilbse ordefs
suth” catters, schoontrs; brigs,  and anned vessels
riay happer to be:

And whercas it is judged expedient,. during-the

present hostilitics, to hirc into His Majesty’s ser-

vice arnied vessels, to’ be employed as craizers’

against the enciiy, which véssels aie the property

of, and theii masters and’ cteiws are paid by, the

owners of whom they arehired; although several
of them'are conunanded by comntissioned officers in

His Majesty$ipay; it is Oai further will and plea-

sure, that tlie net produce of all prizes taken by

such: hired' atmed ' vessels (except as hereinaftes-
nrentioned) shall be for the beneft of such commis-
sioried officers in His Majesty's pay, and of the
miasters and crews on hoard the said-hired armed
veséels at the time of the capture; and that such
prizes may be lawfuily sold and disposed of by them
ard their ageats, after the:same’shall .have been to

His- Majesty finally- adjudged lawful prize, and'not

otherwise ;. the  distribution whercof shall be as

follows : ’

The whole of the net produce being divided into
eight equal parts, the officer commanding any
hired armed vessel aforesaid, who shall be actially
on boardt at the taking of any prize, shall
have two cighths ; butin case such- hired. armed
vessel shiatt be under the command of 'a flag or
flags, the flag-officer or officers being actually on
board, or dirccting or assistinig in the capture,
shall‘have obe third of the said two eighth parts ;
“the said onc third of'the two eighth parts to be
paid: to such flag or” flag “officers in’ such pro-
portions, and subjcct to sach regalations, as are
Eereinafier mentiosed. I case there be acting
on veard sach hired armed vessel, besides the

ficer comiaanding the samie, one or more com-
1aissioned sea lieutenants in His Majesty’s pay,
sach licutenant or licutenants shall take onc
cighth, Gree cighth shullbelong to the master
znd ate, of which the master shall take two
thirds, and the mate ore third ; but in'case there
-shall be acting on board such hired armed vessel
cne or-move midshipmen, in‘that case the mas-
ter shall take one half of the eighth, and’®the
other shall be divided equally between the mate
and midshipmen. The remaining. four eighth
parts shail " belong’ to and, being divided into
shares, be distributed among the other petty
officers, men, and boys, in the same propovtion
“as herein-before directed with respect to the divi-
sion of prize-money in His Mujesty’s ships-of
war., Andin case of prizes taken by any hived

armed vessel not commanded by any of Eis M3-

jesty’s commissioned officers, ane cighth shall
belong to the flag-oflicers, to be dividad as afore-
said, in casc suchb hired armed vessel shall be
under the command of a flag ; one eighth shall
Lelong to- the master and mate, of which: the

master shall take two thirds and the mate one |

third ; four eighths shall belong to aid be di-

vided ameng the petty officers-and crew; in man- |

‘ger-aforesaid.s The surplus, the distfibution of

which is not herein dirested; shiall remain at:Qur-

disposal’; antl, i€ not disposed of within a"yeur
afier’ final’ adjudication; the saine” shall belong-
and be paii to Greenwich Hospital!

Andtih'the case of prives takentjointly. byt any of
His® Majesty’s ships of wér; or any hired' armed
vissel; Idis Mujessy's commissioned officer or offi«
cerson-board suth 'hited asmed vesscl shall- share:
with. the’cemmrissioned vificer or oficers-of the same”
rank: on ' board His- Mlajestyss ship- or-ships of wary
bebisg. juint cdptors ;. the’ master of sucht hired-
arfined vessel shatl share with- the warrant ¢fheers-;,
the inate of such hired' arfved vessel with-the first:
clags of petty.officers ;. and the séaivew;, landmen; .
amd-boysiof- such hirved armed véssel,, with petsens’
of the same description on board His Majesty’s said
ship- o shipsof war'; save ahil'c:ept that, incase
suehi:hifed armed vessel shall be commanded by one:
of His Majesty's comn:issioned officers - having the’
rank of master and comamandsp; and thete- shall be:
none of His Majesty’s- lizutesants on’ boardl, or in:
case such hired!armed véssél shall be commanded’
by the master, in both those cases the master of-
such-hired armed vessel shall share with the lieute<-
nants of His Majesty’s ships- of war; and the mate-
with the warrant officess ;, aiid in case any, difficulty
shall arise in respect to the said distribution, not
herein sufficiently provided for,.the same shall be
referred to the Lords- Commissioners of the Adini-
ralty, whose direction thereupon shall be final,. and
have the same forge and effect as if herein inserted.

Provided, that if any officer, being ou board any
of His Majesty's ships of war at the time of taking
any paize, shall have more commissions. or offices
than'one, such officer shall be entitiéd. onlv to the
share or shares of the prizes which, according to
the above-mentioned distribution, shiail - belong. to
his superior commission or office,

Providéd also, thatin all prizes taken byany of
His ‘Majesty’s - squadrons, ships, or vessels; while
acting in conjunction with any squadron, ship, or
vessel of any other'power thad may-be in alliunce
with His Majesty, a share' of "such’ prizes-shall be
set apart.anche- at:Our further disposcl, egqual to-
that share which' the-flag. and other officers. and
crews of such squadron, ships, or-vessels: waunld
have been -entitled to - if. they: had: belonged. to Itis
Rlajesty. . .

And We do herebystrictly enjoin all commanders
of His-Majesty’s-ships-and vessels.of war; taking
any-prize,. to transmit 'as soon.as. may-be; or cause: -
to be transmitted to the Commisstoners of the Navy,
a true list'of the names of - all the oficers, seamen,
marines, soldiers, and others who wers actuaily on

“board Iis Majesty's ships and vesscls- of war under

their command at the time ¢f the captrre ; whick
list shall contain the quality of the service of cach .
person on Loard, togetherwith.the deseription. of
the mewr, taken from-the description books of the-
captwring ship or-ships,. and their several ratings,
and be subseribed by, the captaius. cr. commanding

officer, and threc or more cof the chief officers on .

board.

And We. do hereby require and dirzet the.Cém-
missioners.of “the Navy, or any three or more of. -
them, to-exumine, or-cause to:be examined, suchk
lists by the muster books-of such ships and vessels~ -

-of 'war; and listsTanneged ‘thereto, to see.that such




