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to agree, without any knowledge of the adequacy of
the system which could be substituted, to negociate
ili)on the basis of accepting the legislative Regu-
latxons of a foreign State, as the sole equivalent
for the excrcise of a right, which she has felt to
be esscntial to the support of her maritime power,
If America, by dem'anding' this preliminary cou-

cession, intends to deny the validity, of that
Right, in that dcmal Great Bntam cannot ac-

quiesce ; nor will she give countenance to such a

pretension, by acceding to its suspension, much

less to its abandonment, as a basis on which to
treat. If the American Government has de-
vised, or conceives lt can devlsc Regulations,
which may safely he acceptcd by Great Biritain,
as a substitute for the . exercise of‘
in question, it for them to bring forward
suich 2 plan for consideration, The British Go-
vernment has never aﬁteml)tegl to -exclude this

the Ti ight

is

guestion from amongst those, on which the two

It has, on the
its 1cadmess to
receive and discuss any plOPOSlthﬂ on this

States might have to negotmtc
contxaly, uniformly pmfcssed

subject, coming from the American Government :
Tt has never asserted any cxcluswe right, as to tlxe
Julplcssment of British seamen hom Ameucan ves-
sels, which it was not prepared to acl\ncm ledge, as
appertaining cqually to theGovernment of the United
States, with respect to Amcrican seamen when
found on board British merchant ships :—But it
ca.nnot, by acceduw to such a basis in thc first in-
stance, either assume, or admit: thdt to hc prac-
txcablc, “hmh, when nttunptcd on fmmu occa-
sions, . has always been found, to bc attendcd with
great difficulties ; snch difficulties, as the British
Comxmssxomm in 1806, expressly (kclzued after
an attentwe consideration of thc suggestlprs,
brou"ht foruald by thc Commxsexoners on the
p'\rt of America, thcy svere uniable to, surmount
’ \_A‘thlst this PlOpO!lthD, transmitted thlough
the British Admiral, was pending in America, an-
other communication on the sanLct of an armistice
was unofficially made to the Buthh Gover ament m

this country. The Arfu.t fr om whom this pwpou-.

tion was received, acknowle(‘gcd that he did not
consider, that he had any 'mthunt) lumself, to
sign an agrecment on the part of his Government.
It was obvious that
in’ consequence 0{ this ov mture, w ould bave

any stx,)uhtmus entuul
mto
been binding on the Bnusb Govemmcnt, whxlst

the Government of the Uuited States ‘would have )

'becn fiee to refuse or accupt thcm, according to

the circumstances of the moment : This proposition
was therefore necessarily declined. .

After this exposition of the circymstances which
preceded, and which have followed the declaration
of war hy the United States, His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, acting in the name and on the
behalf of His Majesty, feels himself called upon
to dcc!are the lcading principles, by which the con-
duct of Great Britain has been regulatedin the trans-
actions conuected with these discussions,

His Royal Highness can never-acknowledge any:
blockade whatsoever to be illegal, which has begn
duly notified, and is supported by an adequate
force, merely upen the ground of - its extent, or
becayse the ports, or coasts blockaded are not at
the sanie time mvcstcd by land, | -

His RO)al Iighness can never admit, that
necutral trade with Great-Britain can be constituted
a public crime, the commission of wlich can expose
the slips of any power whatever to be denationalized,

.. His Royal . Highness can never admit that Great
 Britain can be debarred of its right of just and ne-
cessary rctaliation, through the fear of cveutually
affecting the interest of a ncutral,
His Roya} Highness can never admit, that in
{the _exercise -of the undoubted and hitherto un-
ldisl)ute(l right of searching neutral merchant vesa
-sels in time of war, the impressment of British sea-
-uen, when found therein, con be deemed any vio«
Neither can he admit, that
_the taking such seamen. from on board such ves-
sels, can be considered by any Neytral State as &
_hoetlle meusure, oria. justifiable cause of war., ‘

'lhm. is no right more clearly cstablished, than
the right which a Sovereign has to the allegiance
of hla sub;ccts more . especially in time of war,
Thul ‘1“(‘"‘12\1)(2(: is no optional jduty, which they
can. dcchqc, ,apd resume ot pleasure. It is a call
whlch they. are hound tg obey : it began avith their
bnth, and can only terminate with their exist-
-ence, ., : -

-If a
"make the cxercise of this Right more liable to par-

lation of a neutral flag.

a similarity of language and mamners may,

tial uustdkcs, and occasional abuse, when prae-
tlccd towards vessels of thc United States, the same
uxcumstanccs makeit also a right, with the exercise
of “luclx, in regard to .such vessels, it is more
difficult to dispense. ‘

.But if, to the practice of tbc United States, to
‘harbour British seamen, be added their assumed
rvight, to transfer the allegiance of British subjects, -
and thus to cancel the jul_'isdi_ctiou of their legitia
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