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of the ordnasertaken #t the fowadery. - To Cop-

taips Wybory and Cantgr, who commapnded the

marines and shewed much skill in the management |

of them, every praise is likegvise due, as are my ac+
knowledgments to Lieuteaant Lewis, of the HighA
fiyer, who, not being able to bring his vessel near
énough to render assistarrce,” came himself with hig
usual active zeal to offer his personal services. And
it is my pleasing duty to have to report to you in
addition, that afl the other officers and arén seemed

. to vie with each other in the cheerful and zeglou$
. discharge of their duty; and I have thercfore the
. satisfaction of recommending their weneral good

conduct on this eccasion to your notizce accordingly.
‘T have the honour to be, &e. L
(Sighed) G, COCKBURN,
g Rear-Adméaral.
To the Right Horeurable Admiral Sir J. B.
Warren, Bart. and K. B. &e. &e. &c¢,

. His Majesty's Ship Maidstorie,

1 HAVE the bovowr te nogusint you, thet, un-

. Herstanding Georgetown and Fredarickstewn, situ-
ated up the Sesafres River, were places of some;

trade apd importance, ang the Sasefras heing the

| only.river or place of shelter for wessels at this

upper extremity of the Chesapeake, which I had

; not examined and cleaged, J directed last pight the

. assembling of the boats elongside the Mohawk,

drem whence with the «parines, as before, under

%zﬁz‘
Sasqfras Rivér, May 6 1813, ]

Captains Wybourn gnd Qarter, with my frieadLieu-.

tenant Bobertson, -of the astillery, -epd his swall
party, they preceeded up this river, being placed by
& ot this operation, under the immediate direc-

. tipyg of Captain Bypg, of the Mohawk,

1 intgnded that they should arrive

" -mentioned towns by dawn ef day, but in this I was
. frustrated by the intricacy of thg river, our totdl
_avant.of logal kuewledge 1 it, the darkness of the

. might, and the great distance the towns lay up it;

. it therefore pnawvoidably became late in the morning
. before we gppranched, them, when, bayipg. interc
. cepted a gmal] boat with two of the iphabitants, |

directed Captain Byng te halt eur -boats about twe

. miles below the own, and I sent forward the two
. Americans in their boat to wars their countrymen |
. egainst aeting in the same ragh manner the-pesple’|

. of Havre de Grace had done, assuring them if they

. did, thet their towns would inevitably meet avith &
. similar fate, but en the ceutrary, . if they djd not
- attempt resistanee, ®Bo injury should be -deme te

them or their tewns, that vessels and public

. property ouly, weuld be seized, that the strictest

diseipline weuld be maintained, and that what-
ever provisions or other property..of judividuals

- 4 might require for the usc of the -sguadron,

sheuld be instantly paid for in its fullest value;
after baving allowed sufficient time for this mes-

. sage to be digested, and their resolution tuken
. thereon, I directed the beats te advanee, and [ am

. sorry to say I soon found the more unwise alter-

- native was adepted, for on our reaching within

about a mile of the town, between two projecting
elevated points of the rviver, a most heavy fire of
musketry was ‘epened on us from abput foyr hun-
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before the above.

dred mej, divided and-entrenchedron the e oppa=
site bapks, ‘ajded - by one’ long gun : the launches
and rocket-boat smartly returned this fire with gogd
cffect, and with the other boats and the marings
I pushed ashore immediately aboye the enemy's
position, thereby ensyring the capture of his towns
or the bringing him fo a decided action ; Le deter-
mined, hoswever, not 'to risk the latter, for the
moment he discerned we had gained the shore, and
fhat the marines had fixed their hayonets, he fled
with his whole force to the woods, and was neither
seen or heard of afterwards, though several parties
were sent out to ascertain whether he had taken up
any new position, or what had become of him ; I

-gave m, however, the mortification of seeing, from

wherever ke had hid himself, that I was keeping
my word, with respect to the towns, which (ex-
cepting the houses of those who had continued
peaceably in them, and had taken uo part in the
attack made on us) were forthwith destroyed, as
were four wvessels laying in the river, and some
stores of spgar, of jumber, of leather, and ether
merchandise ; I then dipected the re-embarkation of
‘our small force, and we proceeded down -the river
again to a town I hed observed, sityated in a
braunch of it, about half way up, and herg I had
the satisfaction to find thet what had passed at
Havre, Georgetown, and Frederickstown, bad jts
effect, and led these pepple to understand that they
have. more to hope for from our generosity than
from erecting batteries and opposing us by means
within their power ; the inhabitants of this place
having met me at landing, to say they had nat per-
mitted either guns or militia to be stationsd there,
and that whilst there 1 should not meat with any
epposition whetever; I therefore Janded with the
officers and a small guard only, and having ascer-
tained that there was po puhlic property of any
kind-or warlike stores,” and havjng .allowed of sucht
articles as we stood in need of being eimbarked in
the boats, an peyment to the ewners of their full
value, I again re-embarked, leaving the feople of
this place well pleased svith the wisdom of .their
-defermjngtion gn their made of receising us;; [ also
bad a deputation from. Charlestown, in the Novth-
east River, to assure me that that place is con-
sidered by them at your mercy, and that neither
guns or mjlitia-men shall be snffered.there, and as
I am assured that all the places in the'upp‘er part of
the Chesapeake liave adepted similar resolutions,
and as there is now neither public property, vessels,
nor :warlike stores remaining in this neighibourlood,
1 purpose returning to you with the light squadron
to-niorrow . morning, ) P

T am sorry to sdy, the het fire we were under
this morning, cest ws five men ywoundegd, sne only,
Lowever, severcly ; and 1 have much satisfaction

‘in. being able ggatn to bear testimony to you, of the

zeal, gallantry, and good conduct of the different
officers and men spyrviug:in this division,” To Cap-
tain Byng, of tha Mohuwhe, who conducted the
various arrangements: on this-occasion, with equal
skill and brayeny, svery possible praise iquost
justly due; as well ‘as to Captains Wyboursi‘and
Carter, Lieutenant Bobertson, of the artillery, and
Licutenant Lewis, ‘of the Highflyer; Lieutenaut
Alexander, of the Dragoen, the senior officer under
Captain Byng, i eomunand of the boats, deserves




