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to secure them still further, I moved two

brigades of the 4th divjsien on the 3Qth., to the
Convent of San Antonio, one ef which (Genera]
Ross's), under Lieutenant Geneva] the Honourable
Sir Lowry Cole, moved; up th~Q same day to the
Sierra de Aya, and the pUiey, on the morning of
the 31st, leaving the 9th Portuguese brigade on
the heights between the Convent and Vera, and
Lezaca.

Major^Geaeral Inglis's briga.de of the seventh
division was; jBov-ed eti the 3Qth to the bridge of
JLezaca •, and I gave orders far tli§ troops in the
Puertos ofEchalar, Zugarramurdi, and Maya to
attack the enemy's weakened po§ts in front of those
positions.

The enemy crossed the Bidassoa by the fords
between Andara and the destroyed bridge on the
b.igh read* before day-light on the morning of the
31st, with a very large force, with which they
made a most desperate attack along the whole
front of the position of the Spanish troops on the
heights of San Marcial. They were driven bjck,
some of them even- aeross; the river, in the most
gallant style, by the Spanish troops, whose con-
duct was equal to that of any- troops that I have ever
seen engaged; and the attack having been fre-
quently repeated, was upon every occasion defeated
with the same gallantry and determination. The
course of the river being immediately under the
heights on tJUe French side, on which the enemy
kadgl&Q.e.d; a eons-ukfable quantity of cannon, they
•wfere" enabled to throw a, bridge across the river,,
ab_qut. thr^e quarters of a mile above the high road,
over which in th,e afternoon they marched again &
QOnsMerablQ body., which.,, with those whohad crossed
the fords, made another desperate attack upon the
Soanish positions. This, was equally beat back j
and at length finding a\{ their efforts on- that side
isujjdess:., the enjem$ took, advarita'ge of the d'ark-
IJ.GS.S, p£ a. violQat; srtornjj to retire theij; troops, fuom
thj.s front entirely.

Notwithstanding that, as I have above- iufor.rn.edi
YOUK- LordsJiJp, I hadi a British division on each
flank o.£ th.e 4tjhi Spanish army,. 1 am happy to be
able to report, that the conduct of the latter was
30 conspicuously, good, and they were so capable;
of, defending' their, post without assistance,, not-
withstanding the desperate efforts off the enemy' to
qarxy it,, thaftfinding that the groundi did UQt.aUow
of my nvlwng^us.c. o£ the- 1st on 4th- divisions on
the flank* Q£ the enemy's attacking corps, neither
of; them w.er.e hiithe least, engaged\during;tbe;action.

Nearly at the same time that the enemy crossed
the Bidassoa! in front of the heights of San;Mar-
cjaL, they likewise- crossed that riven with, about
thr,ee;di'yjgipne-Qf, infantry in two columns>, by the
fords, b_elqw Stalin,, in: fiiont. of. the positioni occu-
pied by the 9tli Portuguese brigade-. I. onderedi
Major-<3,enfirai;Inglii? to, supp.ort this brigade with
that, of the7/th, diyisipn,, under his command-; and as
sqqix aa- L\v3S infoumedlof. tlio course of; the- ene-
iwy's attack^, I sont. to Lieutenant-Gen/Jral> the-
Eavlott PaUipusie. to request that he.would like-
wise njoye: towards th.e.Oiidasso.a, with the 7-th dir
vision,;, and- tft.tlm light division, to. support Major-
Genemll IlJgljV by: every, means in. their, power.
MiijojvG^pral Inglis-found it impossible to mtiiii-

taia.the,-height; hc.tweten. Lczaca.und the Bidossoa, i

and he withdrew to those in front of the Convent of
Sail Antonio, which he maintained.

In the mean time Major-General Kempt moved
one brigade of the light division to Lezaca, by
which he kept the enemy in check, and covered the
march of the Earl of Dalhonsie to join Major-
General Inglis.

The enemy, however, having completely failed in
their attempt upon .the. position of the Spanish
army on the heights of San Marcial; and finding
that Major-General Inglis had taken a position
from which they could not drive him; at the
same time that it covered and protected the right of
the Spanish army, and the approaches to San Se-
bastian by Oyarzun, and that their situation on the
left of the Bidassoa was becoming at every moment
more critical, retired during the night.

The fall of rain duringthe evening and night had st>
swollen the Bidassoa, that the rear of their column
was obliged to cross at the bridge of Vera. In or-
der to effect this object, they attacked the posts of
Major-General Skerritt's brigade of the light divi-
sion, at about three in the morning, both from the*
Puerto de Vera and from the left of the Bidassoa.
Although the nature of the ground rendered it im-
possible to prevent entirely the passage of the
bridge after day-light, it was made under the fire of
a great part of Major-General Skeritt's brigade, and
the enemy's loss in the operation must have been
very considerable.

While this was going on upon the left of the
army, MaViscal de Campo Don Pedro Giron at-
tacked the enemy's posts in front of the pass of
Echalar., o« the 30th and 31's$. Lieutenant-Ge-
neral the Earl of Dalhousie, made General Le Cor
attack those in front of Zugarramurdi, with the,
Cth Portuguese brigade, on the 31st j and the Ho-
nourable, Majior-General Golville, made Colonel
Douglas attack the enemy's- posts in front of the
pass of Maya, on the- same day, with the 7th Por-
tuguese brigade. All these trFoopa conducted them-
selves- wcl'L

The attack made: by the- Earl of DBlhousie,, de-
layed his march till late in the afternoon of the
3-Ist,. but he was in the evening-in a favourable si-
tuatibiii foil his further progress ;. and in the mom-
ing of the. 1st, m that.allotted for him..

Ijr these operations,, in which a second attempt
by; the enemy, to; prevent the-establishment of the
Allies upon the-frontiers, has been defeated,, by the
operations of a. part only of the Allied. Army, at"
the- very moment, afc which the towu of St. Sebas-
tian) was taken, by steam j Hhavc>had great satis-
faction in observing the Zealand ability of the Offi-
cers^ and the gallantry and1 discipline'of the sol-
diers.

The.', different reports, which I have transmitted!
to your Lordship- from1 Lieuteuant-General. Sir
Tdiomas-Graham> will have shewai the ability and
poitseveranee. with, which: he has: conducted, the ar-
duous enterpiiize. entrusted to his; direction, and the
zeal and exertion oi:all the Officers employed unc.er
him.

I fully concur: in the Lieutenant-General's report
of1 the cordiali assistance which he has received
from1 Captain; Sir. George Collier, and> the Officers,.
Seamen^ and Marines under his-- command^, who-
aavcdane.every tliing in^ their powcirto facilitate


