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enemy in a strong position, near Orth.es, with his
nght'bn the heights on the~n!gh road to DaX and
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luul placed his army, necessarily retired his centre,
•frhile the strength of the ^'position gave extraordi-
nary advantages to the flanks.

dmsum \iiiifer M. -'General Walker and Colonel \^\-
A^jsui's brigade of cavab'y^whik Lieutenaut-Geue-.
ral Sir'Thonias" Picton should move along the great'
rpud leading from Feyrehbra'de to Orthes, and at-
tack the-'heights on which the enemy's centre and

Sbiner-
aetvs brig}ide"uf"cavalry,",'. M.-General Charles4Ba-
ron Alien/ with th,e tight cWisioii,,K^ik rip the:coin-,
munication, and" was in reserve .between .these two
attacks. ' I lTl(ewise"d€Vired*lj1eutehan£-Geberal Sir
Rowland Hill to cross the Gave and to turn, and to
attack the enemy's left. , . 1;

Marshal Sir WVBeresford carried the village of
St. l$oes with the 4tli division, under the command,
of 'Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, after an
obstinate re&isfance by the en-emy; but the ground
>yas; so yarrow jthat^the^pops could not deploy to
jittjipk ..Ilie heights,^notwithstanding the repeated
attempts of B)Laj or {General Ross and Brigadier-Ge-
.ner£l ^asqanQeUo'^jPortaguese bngade -} and it was
impossible to turti tne enemy by .their right, with-
^jyt.an e^cess^ve^ extension ,pf our line.
. rthe^pre^"ofJar altered the plan of the. action,
as 'tpKorder the Jh>mediat;e, advance qf. the 3d arid
6i;h., divisions," aiid, I ' moved, forward Colonel Bar-
frfml's,brigade .of the lighlt division, to attack the
Jeft of the-Ugtght ,on wl^jch the enemy's right stood.

This.r^ack, l|d 5y the 52d .regiment, under
.laeutenant-Colonel Golborne;, and supported on
thejr right, by .Major-Gerieral Brisbane's and Colo-
.iiei.^eatVyhjiigad.es" of.the 34 division, and1 .by si-
inultanewus, Attacks on;the left.by Major-General
Anson's Jirigade' of t.he 4tt\ .diyisioit, and on tlie

';î ,V îJ«!iean.t3^ener,al: Sir Th'oinas .Picton,
remainder^of tthe 3d cUvisloa and the'6th

itoikr iL/ietiteaaut-Geberal Sir Henry Clin-
ton, t.di.ybdge.d the enemy fr6ni the heights^ and

". In thepieantime Lieutenen|-General Sir Rowland
Hill had forced the passage of the Gave above Qrtbes,
'aod^ceinsjttUc sta^e of .the action, he moved im.ine-
iH'utely with* tlie second- division of..infantiy mider
.I4eut4na^t--jQ^nf >'a) Sir, Wijliaui Stewart, and Ma-
^pr-uen^ra^anelsba-igade of cavalry,, direct for the
great.'rb'atV From Orthes to St. Sever, thus peeping
"ttppij;':^:.enemas left,., . v •
" T'Uf/e'nemy. retired, >t first in admirable .order,
Uking,"ev'?ry advaniiage ,pf the numerous good posi-
tions WhicE. the country afforded. ' The. losses,
hp.wcyer.rwhich,|;h,ey.,su,stainedia the continued a|>

"tacks'ofbnr troops, arid the danger with which' they
>v,ci-,e< ihr'cate.ned , 1} y. lieutenant-!General, Sir R,Q]jv>

"laiul Hill's nVovemyutSy.spon^aciwlerai^ed their inpve-
its, -and the rctrca.t. at length^ be'came p flight,
' ' "'"troops were.iu ,the .uttupst,confusion.,

d Sir Staplcton Cotton took

y.^opp'oTtunity which offered t°
chafgp Vitii 'lif^jor-^ipietal Lortl Edward Somer"
set's ^rigatfe in "the .lieigbbourhood of Sault de

KaYarrlcs^ ,n4ietp the'co'emy'bad been drive!) from
ttlc I}î J ,,l'oj>d b^ Lieirtcuant-Gencral Sir Row-
land '{-fill. "The /th husskrs distinguished them-
selves upon this occasion, and made .ruany pri-
soners. • . .•• . ( ' j ...-:•

r We continued the pursuit till it waf dusk,, .and I'
halted the arhiy in the neighbourhood <jf Sit ul^'de
JxJavailfes. t ' . . , . ' • ' . . =
".. J cannot esflmate'tlie extent of the enemy's loss ;
(we haye,taken six.-pieces of cannon and a great
many'prisoners^ the numbers *I cannot at present
report. The wl^ole country is covered by their-
dead. Their anyy, was in, the utmost confusion
,\yhen I last saw, it -passing the-heights near Sault
deNavailies,.and'.many soldiers had thrown away
their arms. The-/desertion has- since been im-.
mense.

We followetl the enemy the 4ay after tp, thj§
place ; and we this day passed the Adour; Marshal
Sir W. Beresford, with the light division, and Co-
lonel .Vivian's brigade upon Moat de Marsan,
where he has taken a very large.magazin^. of.provi-
sions. - . . . • • • ; " • j i £, M -

Lieutenant-General Sjr llp.wland |JjiljChas mpve^J
upon Aire, and the advanced posts b.T the centre
are at Casares. - . . . . . . . /,'. . * .

The enemy are apparently retiring ppon Agen,
and have left open the direct road, towards |ipi>
deaux. • , , , - , ' ' :IL . ; t . ' • •„ • MJ

Whilst the: bperatip.rJs-* ,'of ^vhicb,; I; hia>e abjpve
given the Deport, were ~ cari^ying^n yp'fhe right
of the army, Lieutenatxt-j'Geueir^v §U'; jTbtn ."Hope.,
in conceit witlij^Rear-Admiral Penrose, Availed
himself of an opportunity which offered on "the ^3d
of February./, to! cross: the Adpur below Baybnne,
and to take pessessjon of botb banks of the rivet1 at
its mouth, T!he vessels1 destined to formalet>ri4ge
c'buld not g^t in till -the 24th,, Avh.enjthe tji^liil^
and at this season bf-{he yeai:,' (langer'bii^ operation
of bringing*, tUenv,'iu. .was effected' with a degree .of
gallantry and 'skiil- seldoni: equalled. Lieutenant-
'Gei^eryl Sir Jdhn-Hope particularly nichtions C«p^
tain .O'KeilJ.y and Lieutefliant Cheshire,' Lieutenant
Douglas, and Lieutenant Collins, ofr the royalna.vy,

1 M| .-»•« 'r.- . • ; -TT-v.,! ], 1 . »V...J «'

from 'hint, in'pre'paiing for this plan, and for that
which fie gave Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope
in carrying it.into execution. , - .

The -enemy/, conceiving thali.the means of cross-
ing tlje river,, \yhich LieifteriantrGeneral Sir John
Hope feacl.atihis-coninja^df viz. rafts made of pon-
.tdpns^ ih^iln'pt enabled .h^im -to cross a large force
in $e- course,o/ the 23d, .attacked the corps which
he had se'ut pver on that evening. This corps con-
sisted of six hundred men of the 2d brigade" of
guards,' under fhe cpminand of Mujbr-General the

-Hoflpyrijtole J^d,ward Stopford,, jvlio repulsed the
"enemy in^medjately.. The rocket brigade was - of
^e^^se iipon.thas occasipn. r •
7, Threet

Jbfi.the,,,enemy.'srgttn-boats were destroyed
t^isi.day,.'and a, frigate lying in the Adour received
"cpHsulera.bre dania^e "fi^w the fire of a" battery of


