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directed Captain Parker^ of His Majesty's ship
Tenedos, to receive on. board .Lieutenant-Colonel
Pilkington,. Deputy Adjutant*General, who is ap-
pointed to command, and a small detachment of
artillery and riflemen., and to take, (under his com-
mand the Bacchante, Rifleman, and Picton schooner,
and proceed to the attack of that place. H.e sailed
on the 6th instant, and most likely, by this time,
the troops are in possession of it. After destroying
the defences they are directed to return here.

The inhabitants of several townships east of this
have sent deputations here to tender their submis-
sion to the British authority : and such of them as
could give reasonable security that their arms would
be used only for the protection of their persons .and
property, have been allowed to retain them. 'This
indulgence was absolutely necessary, in order to
secure the quiet and unoffending against violence
and outrage from their less peaceable neighbours,
and for the maintenance of,, the peace and tranr
cjuillity of the counjtry. All property on shore bonS.
fide belonging to the inhabitants o f , the country in
our possession, has been respected. All public
property, and all property afloat, has been confis-
cated. •

Sir John Sherbrooke conceiving it to be of im-
poi;t*nce that the Government should be informed>
without delay, of eur successes here, has requested
that, a vessel of war may take his dispatches to
England. t l

J have, in,, compliance with his wishes, appro-
priated the Martin for that service, and Captain
Senhouse will ti\ke a copy of this letter to the
Secretary of the Admiralty.

I have the honour to he,,, &c.. fc.
ED W. GRIFFITH,

To Vkce-A&Miral the'Hdn. Sir
Cochrane, K. B. #e. $c.

His Majesty's Sloop Sylph, off Banger,
SIR, in the Penobscot, Sept. 5, .1814.

HAVING received 'an hoard the ships named in
• tiia margin* a detachment of twenty men, of the
royal artillery, witb oiaefkve and ba'lf-inch 'howitzer,
commanded by Lteutentfnt Ga'rston; a party of
eighty marines, commanded by Captain Carter, of
the Dragon ; the flank companies of tire 29th, 62d,
and 9Sth regiments, under the command of Cap-
tains. Cell and Caker, Majors Riddel, Keith1, and
Crosdaile, and Captain M'Phersofl; 'also a rHle
company of the 7th battalion of the 60th regi-
ment, commanded by Captain Ward'-j and the
\vholeunder the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel John,
of the 60th regiment 5 J proceeded, agreeably to
your order, with the utmost dispatch 'up the Pe-
"nobscot. Light variable winds, a most intricate
channel, of which We wire perfectly ignorant, and
thick foggy weathei',prevented my arriving off Frank-
fort before two P. M. of the 2d instant. Here
Colonel John and myself thought it advisable to
send a message to the inhabitants ; and having re-
deived their answer, we pushed on towards Ham-
den, where we received intelligence that the enemy'

* Hfs Majesty's ships Peruvian and Sylph, Dragon's ten-
der, aud tlit; Harmony transport.

had strongly fortified himself. On our way up
several troops were observed on the east side of the
river making for Brewer ; these were driven into
the woods without any Ipss on our side, by a party
Under the orders of Major Crosdaile, and the guns
from the boats. The enemy had one killed and
several wounded:

At five P, M-. of the 2d instant, we arrived off
Ball's Head Co.ve, distant three miles from Hamden.

Colonel John arid Iriyself landed oil the idtttli
side of the Cove, to" reconnoitre the ground and
obtain intelligence. Having gained the hills, we
discovered the enemy's piquets advantageously
posted near the highway leadhvg to Hamden, on
the north side of tlie Cove.

We immediately detehttinetl to land one fitirfdr'ed
and fifty men, tinder Major RideVaii, to drive ki th*
picqaets antl take iip their ground. Thife o-bjbct
was obtained by sferfeh o'clock, and riotwitfifctan'd-
ing etery difficulty, the whole 6f the troop's irer«
landed on the north side of the Cove by tea
'o'clock ; but it was found. Impossible to land the
artillery iat thte s$nVe police. Tire troops bivouaqued
'on the grouted tafreta pv(o^es'sion of by Major
Riddall. It raitned hVcc&famly • (hfrtivg We irfttft.
At day break "ttris flto'mits*', ^hfe fog cfear'ed away
for about a starrer 'of #n Irour, which enabled tat
tto recdnfr/oitife ttre'tfOeioy b-y w^tei'j anxl I fotmd a
landing placfe for the flrtiftefy 'abwttt twro thirrds of &
!mile froth Bferfl's Htafd; Oft' ^tt* place Ibe tk>o^i
halted till the artrHMry we*e fatoifn-ted, ind by six
'tWe wficrle a^dtaiW^d Vovvards Hamden.

The boats uircfcr the iiWiSec.tia're c'cttflrtfea^d "of
Lieutenant Pedler, the First of the Dragon, agree-
able to a previotrs avtangement with Colonel John,
advanced in liue with tbet rigi^t fl*nk of. the arrmy.
Tfhe PeVuvian,, Sylfph,; ]^fl»g<^njs 3/endeK, an3r

'Harmony, transport), wei?e kppi; 9, little in the rear
in reserve. , , ._

Our information stated .tbe enemy's 'force at
fourteen hun-dred n>«n, and be ha<l ebosen a n*ost
excellent position on a hifgiv hill. About a quarter
Jof a mile to die soatt'Wai'd of the 'Adams' frigsrte^,
he had mQijmted eight eighteef> pptitokrs. This
'fort was calculated ^o ctfrnrciarid both, the highway
'by which our troops had to advance, and the river.
'On a wlraii close to,tbe Ad?(nvs-, 'he had fnountcd
1fifteen eighteen pounders, which/completely com-
'manded the river, which at this p-lace is not above
'three cables lengths wi4e, and the land on e"ach
•side is high .and well wooded. • i .

A rocket boat under my immediate direction, .fewt
'manceuvered by Mr. Gintoo, Gu-nder, an<J, Mr-
Small, Midshipmani, of the Dragon, was advanced
about a quarter of a mile a-head of the line, of
'boats.

So soon as the. boats got with in-gun-shot, the
enemy opened his^fire upbh th'eni from the hill and
Svharf, whiih \va.s waraily'feTuriied. Our roskets
'were generaUy tvell 'directed, ;a'hd' evidently 'threw
the e'hemy into •co'hfft'siort. Merfntinle 'bur tfbbps
stormed the hrll Vvith. tfr&'tttmtfst g^H'antfy. ^fore
the boats got within gotid gf^e-^iot of tlie wharf
battery, ihe enemy "^et fire-to the Adam's, aud he
ran from hh gtths the 'mtthien't rdtfr :troops 'carried1

the hill.
I joined t^-e'army'iibthit'tfeh-'mftiiltls after t&s

cvilit. -Cblonel Jt^h^atf : i


