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destination in three days 5 but an adverse wind de-
stroyed the expectation of an gwnly arrivsl, “which
was the more ankieusly losked fur by myself, in
consequence of hearityy, thre duy I sailed from
Gibraltar, that a large -arny hiad been usvembled,
and that very considerable "additional worke wene.
‘throwing up, not only on both flanks of the city,
but also immediately about the entrance of the
Mole: from -this I was apprebensive that my in-
tention of wraking thiat point my principal object:
of attack, had been discovered to the Dey by the
same meuns he had heard of ‘the expedition. This'
intelligence was, on the following night, greatly
confirmed by the Prometheus, which I had dis-
patched to Algiers souie "tinre befare, to endedvour:
to get away the Consul, Captain Dashwood had’
with difficulty succeeded in .bringing away, dis-
guised in Midshipman’s uniform, his wife and
daughter, leaving a boat to bring off their infant
child, cotiiig @oWa in a bdskét wich “the Surgeon,”
who thought he had composed.it, but it unhigppily
cried in the gate-way, and- in consequence they
Surgeon, three Midshipmen,dn all eighteen persons, |
were scized and confined as slaves in the usual
diingeons, T e ‘¢hild was sent off nextmorniing
by the Dey, audas a solitary instance of his buma-
nity, it ougb. to be recorded by me. ’
Captaiu Dashwood further contirmed, that about.
forty-thousand men had -been brought.down from
the interior, and all the Fanisaries called in from
distant garriscns, and that they were iudefatiga- -
Lly employed in their batteries, gun-hoats, &c.
and every where strengthening the sca-defences.
Tie Pey inforined Captsin Dashwood, be new ]
perfortly well the armament was destined for
ddigiers, and asked him if-it was ‘true; he replied, .
if he tad such information, heknew us much.as he
‘did, -and probubly from the sanic'source—the pub-,
dic prints, * o '
iT'be ships ‘were:all in.port, and betsween .forty |
and fity gun-avd ‘mortar hoats ready, wwith-several!
more in formvard repair. The Dey Lad closely con-
fined the Consul, -and retased either to.give bim up,:.
ot promise his personal safety; nor would be hear,
a word reipecting the Officers and men seized dn;
the boits of the Prometheus. .
" From the scontinuvance of adverse winds and
calms,!the land to the westward of Algiers was
ot -made before the 26th, anil the next morning at
‘day-break the fleet was advanced-in -sight of the’
city, though not so near as 1 ‘had inteaded. As
the ships were becalmed, 1 embraced this opportu-
mity of dispatching :a bvat, under cover -of the’
Severn, with aflig of trace, and the demands 1
had to make, in the name-of His Royal Highness
‘the Prince Regent, on the Dey of Algiers{of which
‘the accompanyiog are copies) directing the Officer
to wait two or three hours for the Dey’s answer, at
which‘time, if o0 reply was'sent, he was to return:
to the .flag ship; he was met near the "Mole
by the Captdin-of the port, who, on being told
the answer was expected in one hour, replicd, that
it was impossible.  The Officer then said he wanld
wait two or threc hours; he 'then observed, two
hours was quite sufficient. :
"The fleet at this time, by the springing up of the

sea breeze, had reached the bay, and were prepar:
iug the boats and flotilla for service; unul pear two

o’ dtock, when, ‘observiag ny Officer was returning
with the signa'l:ﬂyiqg, that no answer had been *xe-
oejved, after aslelay of upwards of three hours, ¥
instantly made the signal to know if the ships were
all reatty, which being-atiwered in the affirmative,
the Queen Charlotte ‘bove up, followed wup by the
fteet, for their appointed stations ; the flag, leading
in the prescribed order, was anchored -in" the'en.
trance of the Mole, & zhout fifty ‘yardss-éstamee,
At this moment not o'%%un-had been ‘ﬁvérr,‘.’aﬁ 1
began to suspect-a full'complimnee ‘with the téwms
which had been sowsang houre in “théir hahds i at
this period of profound silence, a shot was fired' at
us from the Dole, and two at the ships to mthe
northward then followving; tlds was promptlyre.
‘turned by the ‘Qucen Charlotte, who was then
lashing to the mainmast of a brig, fast to the shore
in the mouth cf the Mole, and which we -fad
steered for, as the guide to our position,

Thus conmrenced - ~fire -as mrinmted -and wrell
supported as, I believe, was ever witnessed, fretm a
quarter before three natil nine, without intemais-
sion, and arlich did nut eease sltogether until half
past eleven. o : . : o

“Tite ships mrmedixtely-following me wete afhmi<
rably and coolly taking their stations, with a pre-
cision even beyond”my most sanguine hopé ;. and
never did the British flag receive, on any occagion,
wore zealous and honourable su port. To ook
turther on the line than immediately round md'was
perfectly impossible, but so well grounded-was' my
confidence in the gallant Officers I Lad thie honour
to command, that my mind was left perfectly-free
toatrend to other objects,and I knew them in
their stations only by the destructive effect of their
fire upon -the walls and batteries to which «hey
weve opposed. B

1 had about this time the satisfaction~6f séeing
Vice-Admiral Van Cappellen's‘flag in-the'stadén
had assigned to him, and soon after, at infervals; the
remainder of his“frigates, keeping up a well bup-
ported fire - on theflanking batteries he lrad offered
tu cover ns from,.as it hadmot been in my petver,
for want of room,.to bzing him in the frent of the
Mole, : - - .

‘About sun-set I received a message from Rear~
Admiral Milne, conveying to me the severe logs the
Impregnable was sustaining, having then eneshun-
drecand ity -killed and wounded, and requesting
1 ayould, tf pussible; send him a frigate to $ivert
sume of the fire he was wder. .

The Glasgov, near me, immediately welghed,
but the wind had been driven away by the can-
-nanade, and-she was ebliged to -anchor again, hav-
ing .obtained rather a better position than befpre.

I had 2t this time sent orders to the exphosion
vessel, .under the charge of Lieutenant Fleming and
Mr. Parker, by Captain Reade. of the engineers,
to bring hier into the Mole; but the Rear-Agdmiral
baving thought-she would do him essential service
if -exploded under the battery in his front,«1 sent
orders to this vessel to that eftect, which were exe-
cuted 1 desired also the Rear- Adiral might be
informed, that wany of the ships being now in
‘Bames, and certain of the destruction of the whole,
I considered ‘T had executed the most important
part of my instrnctions, aud -should .make every
preparation for withdrawing the ships, and desired



