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destination in three days ^ 'but a« adverse "win*! de-
stroyed the expectation of an ewily arrival, triiacb
was the more anxiously looked for hy myself, in
consequence of hearing, tire clay 'I "sailed from
Gibraltar, that a large -army thad ireen assembl
and that very considerable additional works wene
throwing'np, not only on both flanks of the city,
but also immediately about the entrance of the
Mole: from this I was apprehensive that my in-
tention of Iterking that ,poittt ray 'principal object
of attack, had been discovered to the Dey by the
same means iielrad heard of the expedition. This
intelligence was, on the following night, greatly
confirmed by the Prometheus, which I had dis-
patched to Algiers souVe 'time before, "to .endeavour
to get away the Consul. Captain Dasbwuod had
•with difficulty succeeded in bringing away, dis-
guised in Midshipman's uniform, his wife and
daughter, leaving a boat to bring off their infant
child, coming cWWn m a"ba"§ket wifh the "Surgeon,
who thought he bad composed.it, but it unhappily
cried in ihe gate-way, arid - in ^consequence the
Surgeon, three Midshipmen,jn all eighteen persons,
were stizi-d and confined as slaves in the usual
dungeons. T e 'child was sent off neift "morning
by the Dcy, a.id as a solitary instance of his huma-
nity, it ough. to be recorded by me.

Captain Dashwood further continued, that about,
foily-thousand men had been brought-down from
the interior, and all the J?anisaries called in from
distant garrisons, and that they were-iadefotiga-
tly employed in their batteries, gun-boats, &c,
and every where strengthening the sea-defences.
' TJie Bey infowned Captain Dtaslnvood, he knew
.perfectly well the armament WAS destined for
cAlgrers, ;arid asked hrai if it was 'tore; he replied,
if he tetd'soch information, he'knew as much,as he
did,-and-probably from the sasae soutce—the pub-
lic prirttts.

The ships were Jail in-port, and between -forty
and 'fity 'gun ami -mortar boats ready, -with several
more in forward repair. The Bey had closely con-
£ned the Consul, and refused either to .give him .up,
tor promise his, personal safety; nor -would be hear ,
a word respecting the Officers and men seized an;
the boats-of th'e Prometheus.

.From tb'e ^continuance of adverse winds and
c;alms, 'the land to the -westward of Algiers was
•not-made before the 26th, and the next morning at
<<iay-break 'the fleet was advanced 'in -.sight of the'
city, though not so near as 1 'had intended. As
the ships were becalmed, 1 embraced this opportu-
nity of dispatching 'a boat, under cover of the
Severn, with a flag of.truce, and the demands 1
had to malte, 'in the name of His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent, on the Dey of Algk-rs^of which
the accompanying are copies) directing the Officer
to wait two or three hours for the Dcy's answer, at
which'time; if -no reply was'sent, he was to return
to the .flag sh ip ; he was met near the Mole
"by the Captain-of the port, who, on being told
the answer was expected in one hour, replied, that
it was impossible. Tlie Officer tbon said he would
wait two or three hours; he 'then observed,'two
hours was quite sufficient.

The fleet at this time, by the'springing up of the
sea breeze, had reached the bay, and wore prepar-
ing the boats and flotilla for service* until near two

«•'cloak, wisen, -dbsewJAg my Officer was returnbg
•witli .the signal J^irfcgv, that no answer had been "re-
oemidt, •after a delay of upwards of three hours?, I
instaBtby made the signal- to-know if the ships Were
«H .reatfby, which befoj*"af#w!ered in the affirmative,
theQueen Charlotte ^bwe up, followed up by-the
fteet, for their appointed stations ; the flag, lending
in the prescribed order, was anchored in the"*n-
tVfince of the Mole, 'at stout fifty 'yaw
At this moment not aj£un had been
began to suspect-a full compliance '-with ti>e
which had been so •SBany houre in 'their hateds y at
this period of profound'silence, a shot was fired' at
us from the Mole, and two at the ships to 1*thc
northward then fblkwvtng; this was promptly re-
turned by the "Qiicen • Cfajtr-lotte, who was tfcen
lashing to the mainmast of a brig, fast to the shore
in the mouth of the Mole, and which ire fead
steered for, as the guide to our position.

Thus 'ctmTnTen'ced *a "fire -a? arrinratevl tmtl *ireU
supported as, I believe, was ever witnessed, fr&tii a

•jquafter. iefare th-ree until nine, without 'intertfeis-
sion, aYid 4xjbidi did not tease altogether until-half
past eleven. • L ' -

T1ie ships rrnrnediTTtely'fiErH'awm^ me -were atfcmi-'
rably and coolly taking their stations, with a 'pre-
cision even beyond "my most sanguine hope; and
never did the British flag receive, OB any occasion,
more .zealoire =an-d honourable su ^port. To liook
further on the line than immediately round mef'was
.perfectly impossible, but so well grounded was*' my
confidence in the gallant Officers I had the honour
to command, that my mind was left perfectly-free
to attend to oeher objects,?ahd I ine'w them iii
their stations only by the destructive effect of their
fire upon tlfe walls and batteries to wfoidi "they
were opposed. ; • > •

:I had about this trme tJie sati^facticm''^ s&eing
Vice-Admiral T«u Oa-ppellen's'flag in'the'station I
had assigned to him, and sooa after, at interval^- tite
remainder Of his'i'rigstes,-keeping up a wel l feup-
ported -fire'on thel*flan4\ing batteries he liad dFereJ
to cover us from, .as it :hadaiot been in my ,pMver,
for want'of room,.to bring him in the &ent ^f the
Mole. •- ,

About sun-set I received a message -from Reaiv
Admiral'Milne, conveying to me the severe lofls the
Impregnable was sustaining, having then enewkun-
dred.and filty -killed and vvoundeil, and requ&sting
1 would, tf.possiblei send .him a frigate to Divert
some of the fire he was under.

The Glasgmv, near -me, immediately1 weighed,
but the wind.had been driven /away by thi can-
nronade, ;and-she was obliged t-o aneh'br agair^ hav-
ing obtained rather a better,position thaift,be|w'e.

I had at this time seat orders to the explosion
vessel, -under the charge o.f Lieutenant Fleming and
Mr. Parker, by Captain ileade of' the engineers,
to bring her into the Mole; but the Rear-Ajimiral
having thought sire would do him essential service
if -exploded under the battery in his front,?il sent
orders to this vessel to that effect, which were exe-
cuted I desired also the Hear-Admiral might .be
informed, that many of the ships being no.\v in.
Sanies, and certain of the destruction of the ^ehole,
J considered I had executed the most important
;)ai:t of my instructions, and -should .make every
preparation for withdrawing the ships, and desired


