:

«heok {reeparable, of, otherwise, 1 might have
brought up the third or supporting division to
repew the attack ; but to satisty myself more. tho-
xonghly at this momentous crisis of our actual situ=
atien, {.proceeded to the head of the atracking
colump, »and there I tearnt from Lieutenant Shiel,
of the-3dlighit infantry, who, in the ardour of zeal,
had moved forward with some of his men, that
Major Wahab Wiad retired, his wounds not admit.
ting of bis remaining any longer in advance. 1
quickly sarveyed the enemy’s works, and saw it had
a parapet, from which blazed one continued sheet
-of fire, :‘Under these circumstances, I had no alter-
native, I thonght, left me. 1 must either bring up
the third division and renew the attack to the immi-
' neot hakard, nay, certainty of losing all, or saving
what remained by speedily rewrograding. Of two
- evils I instantly chose the Jeast, und directed Lien-
.1enant Shiel to file away to the rear without peise
or confusion. .As svon after as pogsible, I sounded
the retreat, and the several pafties, and such of the
.weuuded men who conld ivalk, assembled on the
ground from which the reconvoissance was taken in
the first instance; the firing from the enemy being
“still kept up from the positions, = - 7"
‘On the discharge of theé_first cannon shot from
thé pagoda, I ditécted Captdin'Bell, with one hun-
dred men of the 25ih regiment, wo move round by
. the Jeft, and make an effort to seize it and over-
-come any other Obstacles he might meet on’ the
Tway.

~ This promising officer, seconded by Lieutenant
" Craigie, executed their instructions as far as their
~means would admit of it, with a spirit and bravery

that does them hobour.  The pagodd, coutrary to
_veport and expectation, wa¥ found to“'be strongly
- stockaded and not assaitablé withoae laddérs, and
" Lieutenant Briggs, who hatl Ztdlgusly volunteered
“his sérvices to conduct the party, in refurning to
 secure sdm\e"la(lders, was attacked by thirty or forty

Burmese, who rushed upon him with drawn knives,
~and from whom he only escaped by jumping down a
’ deepravine. :

Otder, regularity, and discipline, which had

“been strictly observed until "about this perioil, va-

"mished, and"the whole of the corps crowded indis-
crimiﬁétely into one general mass, disl!cal‘telled and
" dispirited ; ‘the men became apathetic and ungovern-
“able, and appeared altogeiber lost to a sense of the
" perils fnd dangéis that threatened them fram all
~around. Theinevitablé and fatal consequencés pro-
“duced feelings indeseribable. With the cool, steady,
" and determined aid, however, of dofne able officers,
1 succeeded, some time aftef, in bringing the men
to reasun, who were thefeby ieduceéd, slowly and
silently, to ‘wove down to the plain, which 1 bhad
" pointed out as the place of rendezyvous,
" On réaching the bottom of the bill, I fortunately
fell in with '(_ja'p\ain Williamson's division, which
had justihen ewergeéd frof the jungle on the right ;
" from his report, 1 found the guides hud again de-
ceived us, tor by'their account the jungle in that
direction was extremely limited, and, on clearyg it,
:1 hud Feason to sup‘lu}sc Captain Witliamson would
have come upon a plain. from which ol o the guides
declared a part’of ibe stockade was to be seen
This was ot the case, and Captaln Williamson,
- after innumerable difficulties, could pot pengtrate

beyond & certain:distance, and, on'* hea’ﬁngithé re-
treat sounded, thought it advisable to' desist from
any further-attempt, and returned.accordingly, -

Our ‘meeting at this spot was .truly desirable’;
for I immediately.directed bim to form up two hun-
¢red men to the right and lett of the road fronting
the enemy to cover the retreating columns, This
arrangément, I'was happy to find he had in a great
measure anticipated. -My next object was directed
to forming the men-as they came out o the plains,
This-daty was entrusted to Major: Ogilvie, whose
utmost exertions were used to restore regularity
and confidence amongst the troops. ., . .

The wounded, artillery, and such of the b@ggage
as was recovered, were sbprtly_afte'f’,se"ht on,.pre-
ceded by a party, and the line, urider Majpr Ogilvie
followed slowly, and when it had retifed to a suffi-
cient distance, I formed sucls parts of Captain Wil-
liamson's covering division as 1 judged necessary,
into a rear-guard, with directions .for. its-fallowitig
the line, and in:the event of a-sallvsbeing made
from the stockade, to halt, shewing as large a frone
to the enemy as circurnstances and. the nature of
the ground would admit’ off This duty was ably
executed hy that cool and steady Oflicer, aided by
the zealous exertions 6f Captain Williams of thg
28th regiment, :

The detachment, T am happy to say, arrived at
Todgaghee, at eleven o’clock p. M. without meeting
any annoyaice in the route, the wonnded were im-
mediately collected, and throngh the mdefatigable
exertions of the Medical Officers of the 3d, 34th,
and 28th regiments, aud the zealous ail of Captain
Milne, of the pioneers, in -procuring the means of
carriage for such .men as. colld not be provided
with doolies, ] was enabled to move again at
two o’clock in the -morning, an llou'lt.previous to
which we had been disturbed by a few shots from
an advanced party of the evemy, ™"

Captain Murray and Lieutenant Alldritt, of the
Madras artillery, were trom- the first zealous and
indefatigable in. their exertions, in bringing their
bowitzers to the positions fixed upon, and the
steaciness ‘and alacrity evinged by them and their
men under a galling fire, was suchashas on all oc-
casions distinguished that corps.

I have deemed it advisablé to make this unusually
long report, in order to put the ‘Commander of the
Forces in possession of the most minute events that
otcurred in the prosecution of this service; and in
concluding I beg leave to add, that the ga“amry
and good ‘conduct ‘of Muajor Waliab, was particu=-
larly couspicuous on all'occasibins, as likewise that
of ‘the Uflicers of* his" cotps -and division : to
Captain Williamson, and the Officers of the Sdlight
infantry, 1 am equally'i_ni]__eb(ed tor their cool and
steady demeanour undei”all the trying circamstan-
ces the detschment encousitered. [ cannot appre-
ciate too higbly the services ot Major Opilvie and
Captain  Milne, whase Judgment, b,ravcry and
steadiness I had frequent opportunities of wititessing .
In short, to all- the Officers and men composing
the detachment, praise is due, but to Captain Kyd
Brigade:Mdjor, "Lientenant Briggs, of the Quartei-i
Master-General's” depruiment, and  to Lieutenant

Trant, ‘of His Majesty’s 33th, the latter of whom

volunteéted to convey -drders, 1 am Particularly
indebted, for the able assistance they afforded me,



