
Rr/;.r-i if Bsals captured at Melloon, \9th January
1826.

V r JJo;irs—3 in good ronciition, 1:5 gilt, ditto.
Liirgt A woBHBodttion Bouts—7 in good rondiiiou,

1 mill.
Large .Store Boats—33 in good condit ion, 10 sunk.
CHHOPS aud Boats of var ious descriptions—'2«)0 to

300.
H. D. CHADS, Captain of II M's. S.

Alligator, in command of the flotilla.

Copy of a Letlirfrom Licutenant-Colnnel Pepper to
the Dcpt'li/ Jiljiitant-deneral of the Forces, dated
Camp, Slioeghreii, 14//I January 1826.

SIR,
ADVr .UTlXG to my letter of the 4th instant ,

i io l i fy i -g my i i i i cn i i on of sending the 3d regiment
light i n f a n t r y , under Lieutenant-Colonel Conry,
for tin- u-diici inn of Z i l t a u n , u stockade on the
east i ' in bunk nf a l i v e r (if th . i t name, :md midway
b r t u r e i i Mii i rghcen and Mnriaban, for the purpose
< : < i | i f n i i i ; ; t h e c i ' i i i imn i i c i t l i n i i between my do-

lenl . i n . ) the lower provinces, I have now
. ' i n m r l.i u-ipi t i n t y o u , tor the inform.ilioi)

<• i l i i - I ' l i i iniumler ot the Forces, that Liiv.te-
i . - .[-Colonel Conry's par ty lett on the (i th iii-
>:.mr, by water ; on its arrival at Meekow,
wl .e ie an Officer's par ty had been pn t i e -d , to pro-
tect our suppl ies and the inhab i t an t s ot t l i M pl .n i ,
w h o had contributed so grea t ly to our assibl.Mice,
the Lieutenant-Colonel received a repoit t iom
Lieutenant Bell, commanding there, tha t he had
been attacked twice by tour or l ive h u n d r e d men,
belonging to Oudin.ih (the Bx-Uitjab of M t i - t n -
ban), sent from Zittaun, whom he succeeded in
repulsing. Tbis induced Lieutenant-Colonel Conry
to lose no time in proceeding.

On the morning of the 7th ins t an t he reached
the place about noon, and i n s t . i n i K nude his ar-
rangements for the at tack, which commenced at
two o'clock.

It is with feelings of deep regret I am obliged to
re-purl its complete failure, w i t h the loss of Lieute-
nunl-Colonel Conryand Lieutenant Adams, 3d regi-
ment L. I. killed, Lieutenant and A d j u t a n t Harvey
M-vi-n-ly and Lieutenant Power Mig'.itly wounded ;
I na t ive officer and 9 privates k i l led ; 1 bugler
and 18 rank and file wounded. The p a r t y re-
turned to Meekoe the same night. On the af te r -
noon of the 8th I received this report, and in-
stant ly determined to proceed in pcr.'on, w i t h u
reinforcement for t h e reduc t ion of the s tockade,
" l i i r h I did on the 9th i n s t a n t , w i t h a de ta i l by
I UK! and water (<is per mat g i n ) * and reached
iMcekow on the morning of the l O t h ; d i n i n g thn t
day I have to state t h a t fu r the r accounts reached
me ot horrible murders and aggress ions committed
by the Zi t taun people on the i n h a b i t a n t s of those
villages who had sought our protect ion, and in a

* Ainll i i jr by water—I rnpi.-iiit, IK gnniirrs, u-ilh nnr
MX-pouinlrr unl onv four tm«) twu-Bflli* tni'.vilnrri.

I.IIH! p.tltY, mid. r M.'ji.r lion i, 1:i( i I ({(ttuunt, proct-t d

MII :nh in^iint—Flunk coinpunv, l»t Kurupmn rf^iiiivnt,
. ii mi , i.;lil Link and fill!; light Cnftlp.llljr, I 4ill H-gHlll-llt,

. M U ; . ! , • . . ! tn dim liunilixl rank nnd t i le; hriul.i|'i.u Irri, .Mth
i. :iiiiuii ll<lit inl .ui try, niiv bundlcil And fifty r.uik mill lilt,
wi th nn mi li\. p> nriM.

more manifest degree since thei r temporary suc-
cesi.

I was employed all t ha t day in preparing and
col lect ing « sufficient number of boats to entblc
me to p;ocecd early on the succeeding morning.
'1 he whole were in motion at three p. M. on the
I 1 t h , and landed near Ziuat i t i by nine o'clock

Having employed some time in reconnoitring
the place to take up my position, I found the
creek which flanks the north face of the stockade,
running in a parallel line about one hundred aii'l
l i ' t y yards from it, not fordahle, but ascertained
from my guides that it would become so at low
water.

The stockndc stands on a considerable eminence,
with an abrupt ascent to it, commanding e\cry
point by which the assailants must approach. It
appeared of great ex ten t , bu i l t entirely of teak
timber, flanked at intervals by loop-tioles through
every pnrt of it, and its height from twelve to
1.1nrteen feef.

1'ending the time I might be able to cross the
ford, the artillery were placed in position, and
opened a tire of shot and shells on every point.

J then prepared the columns of attack as per
margin.*

At two p. M. the water had suff icient ly subsided
to allow me to move forward; the lef t column,
which was obliged to make a detour to the lett a,
rear of the place, preceded, and having reached it,
positions, the r ight and centre columns having
previously been instructed to what point their
a t t acks were to be directed. The advance was
sounded for the whole to storm simultaneously, aud
in less than twenty minutes we were in lul l pos-
session.

The fire from the enemy was most heavy and
destructive, and the obstacles to be surmounted by
our troops of no common kind, every man having
been up to his neck in water irliile crossing the
creek.

Jt is with the deepest regret that I have to
report that our succfess, though complete, has been
attended w i t h severe loss.

Among the killed are Captain Cursham, 1st
European regiment , and Captain Steadman, I4 lh
regiment C. L. 1. both commanding columns, and
of the wounded, Major Hon.e, 12th regiment P. L. I.
severely (also commanding a column), Lieutenant
Fulhir ton, | / t h regiment P. L. 1. commissariat de-
partment, dangerously, Lieutenant Power, 3d
regiment I". L. 1. again severely, together with a
sevcie loss in the lower grades, as per return
a t t a c h e d .

The l imi t s of this dispatch prevent me from
pariicul. i i i / ing the zeal and devotion to ;htir ikity
ot so many who tu l l y met the expectation I had
loruM-d of them, yet 1 cannot rcfrvin from b u n g i n g

* Th« ri^ht cnliiuin, umU-r M.'ji.r Home, I2ib regiment
N. I.—I.'jiht coinp.iny iJ i l i irgiinent N.I. cii;tity-iKo r<tnk
and file, with two Lililn*.

(ililir «i>lnnin, llmlcr C.iptnin Slrihn.ii). 54lli rr<tn.ent
C. L.I—Light ciiii:p.iny 111 Ktin>|ic«n n itir.u m, tinny lire
i.mi, .mil Mr. hr.l.i .;u.u'.i » 34th FUilUelllj HI . . l . l . iM lc

hundred und luty.fonr i.ml. .ind lilc, iMih two ladder*.
l.ili c.diinni, iin.lrr C'.iptain C'liMli.im, M Kni<ipt»n n <i-

nivnt—Gencml camp, 1*1 Kur.-jM'. in r i cu i i n t , loity-Mvo
r ink and Air ; Imni-qii.irltri, ad regiment I1. L. K. two
dr«d i.it k aud fali, \viili two I.I....L >.


