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To the King's Mast Excellent Majesty in Counsil,

We the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England,
appointed and incorporated by an Act of Parlfament,
passed in this present vear of your Majesty’s reign,
intituled * An Aet for carrying into effect the
¢ reports of the Commissioners appointed to con-
¢ sider the state of the ILstablished Church in
¢ England and Wales, with reference to ecclesias-

-

# tical duties and revenues, so far as they relate to
“ episcopal dioceses, revenues, and patronage,” have,
in pursuance thereof, prepared, and now humbly lay
before your Mujesty in Counail, the following
schenie respecting so much of the recommendations
in the said Act contained, relating to the union of

the sees of Gloucester and Bristol, as it appears ta,

us may be forthwith carried inte effect,

- Whereas by a scheme, bearing even date here-
with, we have recommended and proposed that the
whole archdeaconry of Dorset, now férming part of
the diocesé of Bristol, the sce whereof is now
vagant, shall e forthwith separated from the said
diocese, and annexed to the dioceses of Salisbury
gnd Exeter respectively, '

We now humbly recommend and propese, with
the consent of the Right Reverend James Henry
Bishop of Gloucester, in iestimony whereof he hath
signed and sealed this scheme, that the rempining
part of the said diocese of Bristol shall be forthwith
permanently emnexed and united to the diocese of
Glaoucester, and that the sawe, when go united, shall
for ever heresfter be and be called and known
by the pame of the Diocese of Gloucester and
Lristol,

And we further reconsmend and propose, that the
gecs of Gloucester and Bristol shall be forthwith
pesmanently united, and ghall, when so uanited, be
and he called pnd known by the name of the See of
{iloucester and Pristol, and that the said James
Henry now Bishop of Gloueester shall be the Bishap
of the said see of Gloucester and Bristol, and shall
becomg absclutely confirmed {n the said bishepris,
end, ipso facto, seized and possessed of all the pro.
perty, revenues, advawsons, and patronage now he.
lenging to the aaid ge¢ of DBrlstel, and of all the
eplscopal jurisdietion, pewer, and guthority bereto.
fare possessed and exercised by bighops of Biistal,
gxcopting 0 far 8a relstes to the said eounty and
sichdeaconry of Dorset, without any other act, deed,
form, or procecding whatsoever, other than sueh
Order or Orders as it may please your Mujosty in

i

Council “to mak? and issue il puisuance of thig
scheme, and under the authority of the said Act.

And we further recommend and propose, that the
said Bishop, and his successors bishops of Gloucester
and Bristol, shall be one body corporate} by the
name of the Bishop of Gloucester aud Wristol, and
by that name shall have perpetual succession and a
common seal, and that he and his sucessors shal]
and may by that name sue and be sued, and shall
and may take and hold all lands, tithes, advowsons,
tenemernts, and hereditaments ‘now held by the sald
James Henry as Bishop of Gloucester, or so trans~
ferred as aforesgid, or which may be given or granted
to him oz them by your Majesty, your heirs and sucs
Gess0r8, Or by any other person ot persons what,
soever, and may give or grant the same, and make
leases and enjoy and do all other rights and acts in
respect of the same, in as full and perfect a mannee
ag other bishops of Eugland Wales, but no ather»
wise, ‘

And we further recommend and propose, that the
spid James Henry, es Bishop of Gloucestsr and
Bristol, and hia suceessors bishaps of Gloucester and
Bristo], shall ocenpy the same seat in the cathedral
church of Bristol, and shajl peasess and exercise the
same authority and jurisdiction, ordinary and visitas
tarial, over the dgan apnd chapter thereof, as hag
heretofore been possessed and exercised by bishops
of Bristal, :

And we further recommend and propose, thai the
sald James Henry Bishop of Glougester and Brlatol
shall be exempted and relieved from the payment of
figst fruits, and of ull costs, charges, fess, and ex-
penges whatsoever In veapect of hls so hecaming
Bishop of Glocegtor and Bristol, '

And we fuyther recommend and propose, that
upon the first avoldanee of the said see of Gloucester
and Bristol, the warrant for the clestion of # persen
to De the bighop thereof shall issue ta the dean and
ohapter of the cathedral church of Bristol, and that
upan 4il future avaidanees of the sald see, the were
rant for the electlon of & hishop thersof ghall sime
alternately to the dean and chapter of the cathedral
church of Gloucester, and to the dean aad chapter of
the eathedral church of Bristol,

And wa further vecommend and propess, that all
such eplscopal acts, gifts, grants, and leases pére
formed and made by the sald James Hanry Bishop
of Gloucester and Bilstol, and by hls successors
bishops of Gloucester and Bilstol;, as may require



