8

As it was of the utmost impartance, with a view
to ulterior operations, and the advanced period of
the present monsoon, that we should be delayed as
short a time as possible at Amoy, it was determined
that the betterics within the harrier wall aud on the
island of Golong-soo shniild be immediately attacke
by the squidron, and the troops landed within the
barrier as soon as it might be practicable, to tuke the
ba'teries in the rear.  Vor this object the Wellesley
and Blenheim were ordered to anchor sgainst the
ttrongest hatieries on Amov. and as near the entrance
of tie harbour as possible. leaving the Cruizer
Pvlaies, Colmubine, and Algerine, to eugege the
extreme point of the line, and cover the Tuding of
the troops. flanked bv the heavy guns of the Sesos-
tris «nd Quecen steam-vess:ls, the Phlegothon and
Nemesis boing appointed to rece've the troops, and
tow in the hoats for landing them.

The attack on the island of Golong soo, where we
ked reason to appreh:end the water was shoaler, was
assigned to Captain Bourchier, of the Plonde, with
the Diuid-and Modesie, 15 marines under Caprain
Fl's, and a detachweut of the 261h fleginent, under
Major Johnstone.

Peuding t.e necessary preparations for disembark-
ing the troo, & and movine the ships into their ap-
pointerd positions, a conununication  was  received
from the shore, requesting to know the oliject of our
visit, to which the answer No.']l was returned

About a quart past one, a steady and fav wrrable
hreeze having set in, the sqradron weizhed, snd pro-
ceeded to t.eir stations, The Sesostiis, heing the
mast advanced, received a heavy fire hefore anv re-
turn was made.  She was soen joiued by the Queen,
and boih connuenced action with good eftect,

‘The Wellesley and Blenheim, after ranging along
the line of works on Amoy under a smart hxh, were
anchored by the stern ubout hall-past two P.M. al-
mimbly pla ed by Captains Maitlaud and Herbert in

ton futhOms water, within 400 yards of the primipal
Tatters, precisely in the position allotied thew, and
the Cruiser, Pylades, Columbine, and Algerine, took
their stations swith equal judgment,

The Blonde, Druid, and Modeste, reached their
lmmnus against the batter'es on Golong-suo a few
nunutes earher, but bhelr(apzalm fanud such difficalty
frow the shallowness of the water in placing them
satisfactorily, that to effect this ohj:et 1hey very
spiritedly carried their ships into alwost their own
draught,

Fhe Bentinck had been appointed to sound the
channel ahe.d of the Welleslev, as we ran in, which
Lieutenant Collinson very skilfullv performed, and
then gallanily anchored the brig within the entrance
of the harbour, where she was juined by the S:sos-
tris, which was plac «d by Captain Oymsby in a very
judicious sitnarion for relieving her and the other
ships from a flioking fire.

‘I'he fire of the Chinese soon slackzned under the
excellent gnn practice of the squadron, At Lalf-
past three I had the satisfacticn of seeing the wa-
rines and the 26th regiment lund on the island of
Golong-soo, nd the British colours planted ou the bat-
teries. ‘The Modeste and Blonde then weighed and
stood iuto the inner harbour; and, after silencing,
they passed the town batteries, which were out of

2

-
1

abreast of the citv, taking possession of twentv-six
war junks, with 128 guns on bowd, in a state of
preparation fog sva, hat deserted by their crews.

Abnut the same time the fust division of troops
were landed under the able direction of Commander
tiiffard, of the Cruizer, and, headed hy their gallant
General, Sir Hugh Gengh, esealaded and  took pus-~
session of the works at the barier wzll,

An autwark heyond this poiut {which had teen
previously silenced} was also entered, and the British
colours hoisted by the crew of a hoat frem the Phle-
vethon ; aud the batteries immediately opposite the
Welleslev and Blenheim being nearly demolished, a
party of seamen and marines were landed from those
ships, under the command of Cononander Fletcher,
and the officersundericentioned, by whomthe Chinese,
who had taken shelter in an adjoining bulding, were
put to flight, airer discharging their ma-chlocks, and
possession taken of the works,  Welleslev — Acting.
Licatenant  Carmichael. Licuténant ‘Vlme, Rosdl
Mirines’; Ma‘es, Lord A. Peanclerk, S. 8. L. Crot-
ton, L. G\ Helsted ; ; Midshipman, W F. F. Jackson.
Blenheimm— Camta'n - Whitcansb,  Roval Muarines ;
Mates, & . Kevern, LA, St Leger,

“T'he General having cleared the inteimediate space
of such of the Chinese as remained, pushed forward
and ocenpied the heights immediately wbove the town
‘or the night, every peiut be.ng thus completely in
our power.

In detailing this service to your Lords‘.lip, I have
the highest satisfuction in repoiting the gallantry,
zeal .md encrgy which have heen manifested by
everv officer and man in Her M jjesty’'s navy and
myal marines, as well as those of the Indian navy
under mv command.” They have vied with each
other in the desire to anticipate and meet every ob-
ject far the public se vice, and are fully entitled to
my best ackuowledzments, and the favourable con-
sideration of the Board of Adiniralty and Indian
Government. I have no less pleasure in witnessing
the anxietv which pervades all ranks to go hand in
hand with our gallant companmions of the army.

His Excellency Sir Hl. Poitinger and suite were
with me on board the Wellesley during the opera-
tions of the wGth.

Captain Bouchiers’ own report (Enclosvre No. 2)
will best describe the proceedings of the livle
squadron placed under his orders for the attack of
Golong-soo, which was adnirably executed; and
I can only add wiv meed of praise on this additional
instance of the gallantry of Captain Ellis and the
officers and men of the roval marines nnder his com-
mand, as well as of Major Johnston and the de-
tachment of the 27 th acting with them.

‘T'he accounts we Lave received of the force of the
Chinese for the defence of Amay vary from five
thousand six hundred to ten thousand troops ; and
it is with sincere pleasure 1 am enabled to transmit
1o your Lords..ip su small a listof casualties amongst
the crews of the squadron. (Enclosure No. 3.)

"hie resisiance made by our opponents would have
justitied the apprehension of greater injury.  Under
the protection of thetr well-constructed casemated
works, thev stood on some points finnly to their
guns.  \We have no knowledge of their actual loss,
More than sixty dead bodies were, 1 believe, found

our reach; they anchored completely inside and

in the batterics ;  but ncarly all the wounded, and



