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mitted unknown to the practice of a civilized
people. In conjunction with the King of the
French, I am endeavouring to effect the pa-
cification of these States*

The convention concluded with France in the
course of the last year, for the more effectual
suppression of the slave trade, is about to be
carried into immediate execution by the active
'co-operation of the two Powers on the Coast of
Africa.

It is. my desire that our present union, and the
.good understanding which so happily exists be-
tween us, may always be employed to promote the
•interests of humanity, and to secure the peace of
Hhe world.

I regret that the conflicting claims of Great
Britain and the United States, in respect of the
^territory oh the north western Coast of America,
'although they have been made the subject of
Repeated negotiation, ^tfll remain unsetted. You
:may be assured that no effort, consistent with
"-national honour, shall be wanting on my part
to bring this question to an early and peaceful

•termination.

Gentlemen of (he House of-Commons,

The estimates for the year will be laid before
"you at an early period.

Although I am deeply sensible of the importance
of enforcing economy in all branches of the
expenditure, yet I have been compelled, by a due
regard to the exigencies of the public service, and
to the state of our naval and military establish-
ments, to propose-some increase in, the'-estimates
which provide for their efficiency.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

I have observed, with deep regret, the very
frequent instances in which the crime of deliberate
.assassination has been of late committed in
Ireland.

It will be your duty to consider ^whether .any
measures can be devised calculated to give in-

•-creased protection to life, and to bring to justice
•' the perpetrators of so dreadful a crime.

" I "have to lament that, in consequence of the
failure of the potato crop'in .-several parts of the
iUH*£e& Kingdom, there -will be a deficient supply
of an .-..article of food which forms the chief
.subsistence of great numbers of my people.

The disease by which the plant has beeri
affected has prevailed to the greatest extent in
Ireland.

I have adopted all such precautions as it was in
my power to adopt for the purpose of alleviating'
the sufferings which may be caused by this ca-
lamity ; and I shall confidently rely on your
eo-operation in devising such other means for
effecting the same benevolent purpose as may
require the sanction of the Legislature.

I have had great satisfaction in giving my assent
to the measures which you have presented to me
from time to time, calculated to extend commerce,
and to stimulate domestic skill and industry, by the
repeal of prohibitory and the relaxation of pro-
tective duties.

The prosperous state of the revenue, the
increased demand for labour, and the general
improvement which has taken place in the internal
condition of the country, are strong testinsonies in
favour of the course you have pursued.

I recommend you to take into your early con-
sideration whether the principles on which you
have acted may not with advantage be yet more
extensively applied; and whether it may not be
in your power, after a .careful review of itbe
existing duties upon many articles, the produce
or manufacture of other countries, to make such
further reductions and -remissions as may tend to
ensure the continuance of the great 'benefits 4o
whic'h I have adverted, and by enlarging oui'
commercial intercourse to strengthen the bonefo
of amity with -Foreign Powers.

Any measures which you may adopt for effectr
"ing these great objects will, I am convinced, be
accompanied by such precautions as shall prevent
permanent loss to the revenue, or injurious
results to any of the great interests of the
country.

I have full .reliance on your just and .dis-
passionate consideration of matters so deeply
affecting the public welfare.

It is. my earnest prayer that, with the blessing
of Divine Pro.yidence -on your counsels, you may
be enabled to promote friendly feelings between
different classes of my subjects, to provide ad-
ditional security for the continuance of peace, ajad
to maintain contentment and happiness at home,
by increasing the .comforts and bettering the con*
dition of the great body of my people.


