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Hired armed steamer Corsair, 48th Regiment—4
officers, 106 non-commissioned officers and rank
and file. -

Total Infantry—44 officers, 922 non-commis-
sioned officers and rank and file.

Hired lorcha, No. 1, armed as a gun-boat—Detach-

ment Royal Artillery, and all the Ordnance
‘ - ' ' 3§ Creek. :

stores, &c.

Hired lorcha, Ne. 2—Detachment Royal Sappers
and Miners, with tools, scaling ladders, and other
materials,

At ning o'cloek the following moraing, the
Squadron arrived ab the Bocga Tigris, whén fhe
Vultuge, taking up a gonyenient position, with the
0ld and New Arringhoy Batteries on one side, an
the North and Sonth Wangtung Batteries on the
other, lowered her boats, i which twg detach-
ments, the one under Lientenant-Colonel Brereton,
C.B., Royal Artillery, the second in command, the

other under my immediate superittendeiiee, were |

instantly disembarked, and the respective bagteries
having been surprised and taken possession of
without opposition, the guns were spiked, the am-
munition destreyed, and the garrisons permitted to
retire without melestation. =

At six o’clock the squadron arrived at Wampoa,
beyond which the Vulture's dranght of water
would not permit her to proceed. - -

The following merning the troops were distri-
buted in the steamers Pluto and Corsair, and the
armed boats of the Vulture, with the exception of
the detachment of Seapoys on board the Espiegle,
and a party which it was deemed prudent to leave
for the security of the Vultyre, in consequence of
the greater part of her crew being employed on
heat servieg.

1 here established my hegd-quarters on board
the Pluto, to wineb vessql Sir Jobn Dayis hikewise
Temoved from the ¥ ultpre.

_Ahoup gleven o'clock we arrived at a reach of
the river on which sfang four strong forfs, aamely,
Pachow, Wookengiap, Napier, snd Wampoa 9?99%
_-Fhe apack op-the ggw fist I entragted fo Lieyf.
Cplongl Brozgton, €.13, and that on the £y ofhers,
which was fed by Major Aldrich, Royal Engi-
neers, 1 rgsprved “for my own inwediate super-
vision.

Tg gain ggcess 1o Hozts Bachow and Napier,
which were approached simultaneously, it wag foup;

ngeassary o hlow in the gates, after whigh the gung

wore gpiked and the $roops re-embarked.
On progesding fowards Forts Woekongtap gud

Wampoa Creek, o well directed fire of round ghot,

chain shot, andl grape, wag opened by those bat-

teries wpon the steamers and hoats; spd I copsider

it due to Lieut.:Colonel Breretgn to stafe, tha, bet
for the intelligent mapner in which thaf offiger
directed the crowded boats under bis command, to
be. steeréd upon ‘the salient angle of Forf Waok-
ongtap, a very lieavy loss must have inevitably en-
sued, as the showers of grape which werg poured
{rom guns of Jarge calibre fell thickly around thé
boats almost immediately after the Lieut.-Colonel
had caused this judicieus movement to h¢ made.

" The greater pagt of the scamen heing efuployed
in pulbing the boats, the guns of the steamers Pluto
and Corsair were chiefly manned by 'the acting

gunners of the 18th Regiment, and I have much
satisfaction in stating, that, on the batteries open-
ing fire, they were promptly replied to by the steam-
ers, in a style that would have done credit to expe-
rienced Artillery men.

The gun boat of the Royal Artillery also opened
its fire, and threw some shot into Fort Wampos

" On the treops reacking the shore, the garrisons
of Forts Napier and Wampoa Creck evacuated the
works by the rear, but entrances were speedily
effected by means of powder bags, which were ap-
plied to the principal gates by Captain Durnford
anq Lieutenant Da Costa of the Royal Epginegrs.

_ The guns having been all spiked and the maga-
zines exploded thée expedition next proceeded to
the French-folly Fort, a strong work, surmounted
by a Keep, conimanding one of the narrowest bends
of the river.,

- The descent upon this fort was equally rapid as
npon those that preceded it, and the gate having
been blown in, it was aseertained from the prepa-
rations obyiously madé in the batteries for our
reception, that a very few minutes delay would
have brought upon us the fire of this formidable
work.

Four other batteries were afterwarde spiked
without oppesition, and by six o’clock in the
-evening the Etea;tge,r part of the troeps bad landed
at ‘the British Factories, after baving spiked, or
otherwise rendered unserviceable, eight hundred and
seventy-nine pieces of heavy cannon, as per an-
vexed return. .

T4 became now necessary to secure our positiont
from attaek on the land side, and fortunately the
situation of thei}3 facto;lissdhr relation to the sur-
rounding suburbs, enghled m y serjes of de-
fensiblegbiiriéadés, te s&ltgfia al.)ﬁ{ t?hega,’;énues of
approach. ’ .

The following day, the 4th ingtant, the detach-
ment arrived from the Kspiegle, snd additiona}
measures wexe taken to stfengthen our position,
and to abtain local knowledge of Ha envizous,

The same day Sir Jobn Davis ‘was waited vpon

' at the British Consulate within the Factories, by

the Chizese High Gommissioner Keying, fo whom
he prescribed dertain terms, failing compliance
with which hefore £ g'clagk the nest evening, his
Excellency declared bis ivtention of breaking off
all further pegntiations, and of pmploying the fozes
under my sominand, in genjnuebion with that of my

| coadjuter Ggptain Mg Dangall, 0 xedzessiog Ry
| mare seripus -hostile operatigns the injnzies com:

plained of. .

* The ensuing day, the 5th instant, the High Bom-
missioner reguested that the peried allowed him
for consideratian of the proposed terms anight be
extended to g «'elock the following morning. After .
this request had heén granted, intelligence was ze-
ceived of hodies of troops moving ingo the city. &
ageordingly Jast no time in makiag my dispositions
for the assault. -

I will here inform your Lordship that my confi-
dence in our dispositions for the. attack was muoh
strengthened by the result of 2 recomnaissanee
made at day-break that worning by, Captain Glark
Kennedy, the Acting Assistant Quaztez-Master-
General; and Lioutenant Da Casta of the Roys)




