
Hired armed steamer Corsair, i8,tu Regiment—4
officers, 306 non-commissioned officers and r.ank
and file.

Total Infantry—44 officers, 9?2 non-commis-
sioned officers arid rank and file.

Hired lorcha, No. 1, armed as a gun-boat—Detach-
ment Ro}ral Artillery, and all the Ordnance
stores, &c.

Hired lorcha, No. 2—Detachment Royal Sappers
and Miners, with tools, scaling ladders, and othe:
materials.

At nine o'cloek the following na^rnisg, the
Squadron arrived a,t $ie B,pc.jca "^Tigris, wlhsu .the
Vulture, taking up $, scouyenient position, with the
Old and New A.rrunghoy Batteries on one side, and
the North and South Wangtung Batteries on the
other, lowered her boats, i^i yk\ch tw$ det^ch-
ments, ihe one under Lieutenant-Colonel Brereton,
C.B., R-pyal Artillery, the second in command, the
other under ~my immediate superintendence, were
instantly disembarked, and tfc,e respective bakeries
having been surprised and tak^h possession of
without opposition, the guns were spiked,' the am-
munition destroyed, and the garrisons permitted to
retire without molestation.

At six o'clock the squadron arrived at Wampoa,
beyond which the Vulture's draught of water
would not permit her to proceed.

Tbe following morning the troops were distri-
buted in tite steamers Pluto and Corsair, and the
armed boats of the Vulture, with the exception of
the detachment of Seapoys on board the Espiegle,
and a party which it was deemed prudent to leave
for the security of the Vulture, in consequence of
the greater part of her crew being employed on
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J jjfre ejstajbjjs^ed my hewadrquaEter£ on b^ard.

the .Pluto, tp ̂ icb yefjsej gir John Bayis ^ke^isjj
the Vulture.
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iygf on wlfjc|i jsj^anfj: |pur strong fprfce, aameh^

^ , papier, and Wamppa er&e|:..PacJhpWj W^op^gfaj) , apier, and Wamppa er&e:..
^•he, a t̂g^og.'̂ !̂  b&p |jrst I entrusted to Ijieui.-

Cp^pn.ej %eje^)n, f£f.B\.,^tji$ that op i the two pjhe^
yfesk wa£ 44 UJT .fls38? "£$F'C£ ' fl°y%i l&sJ-
neerg,

gam tp ^ach.pv ^nd

ggg m,t-
Wampoa Creek, a we$ 4iFec|e4 jfi^e ftf
cl@& s,ljq|;, 'anjl, gĵ e,, ^.aj opened %
te^ks ̂ pqn th§ stegn^ ^^d, ^PJI^J ^ji
it due fp Jiiejiji.-Cqil^nel B.r^rretQn to staj;e, ^hgt, b^t
for the ' intelligent jnan-ngj '. -& w^i^ tt^r ^ffi^er
•directed the crowded boats under his command, to
be. steere4 upoja ;th« -salient .angle of FQ«| "WQO.k-
(Ojigiapi a v.̂ ry lieaKvy loBs'aaiujst have iuevitabjljr v«n-
sued, a» the showers of grape which wese, paused
f/orn g^ns'of Jarge calibre" fell thickly, abound the
boats' almost immediately after the L'ieut.-.Cftlojiel
tad caused this judicious movement 'to h? made.

Tlie greater 'pa$t' of -the seamen %ing .employed
in pulling\the iboaia, ihe ,guns of the steamets PJ.uto
,and Corsair were chiefly manned by. 'the acting

gunners of the 18th Regiment, and I have much
satisfaction in stating, that, on the batteries open-
ing fire, they were promptly replied to by the steam-
,ers, in a style that would have done credit to expe-
rienced Artillery men.

The gun boat of the Royal Artillery also opened
its fire, and threw some shot into Fort Wampoa
Creek.

On the troops reaching the shore, the garrisons
of Forts Napier and Wampoa Creek evacuated the
works by the rear, but entrances were speedily
effected by means of powder bags, which were ap*-
plied to the principal gates by Captain Durnford
ap4 Lieutenant pa Costa of the fi^yal Epgineers.
' The guns paying been all spiked aj^d .the maga-

zines exploded the expedition next proceeded to
the French-folly Fort, a strong work, surmounted
by a l^eepj vcQiftmandiog one of the narrowest bends
of the river.

The descent upon this fort was equally rapid as
upon those that preceded it, anil the gate having;
been blpwp in, j£ was ascertained from the prepa-
rations obviously made in the batteries for our
reception, that a very few minutes delay would
have brought upon us the fire of this formidable
work. „

Four other batteries were afterward® spiked
without opposition, and by six o'clock in the
evening the greater part of the troops -bad landed
at the British Factories, after having spiked, or
otherwise rendered unserviceable, eight handredand
seventy-nine pieces of heavy canaon, as per an-
uexed return.

It became now necessary to «ecure our position
from attaek on the land side, and fortunately the
situation of the factories hr relation to the sur-
rounding ?ub;url}s, ena^le^ jn^? by p -f.erje? of de-
fensible barricades, to shut Up all the avenues ol
approach.

The folloTring day, tlie 4th instant, the detach-
ment arrived fjsom fcbe Espisgle, and additional
measures wene tak«rn to strengthen our position,
and to qbfaip l.QCal knowledge of i$s, ffnyi.r.,o»;3.

The same day §ir ^pfep Davis was >ya.ite.d upq^
at th.e British Consulate within the Factories, by
the Chinese Higi Commissioner Keying, to whom
he prescribed .Certain terms, failing compliance"
Sjfdth -srlwab -.before, & QMskek ̂  %p%£ ev.efting, Jiia
Excellency .dec.lar^ his. intention ftf hr^akii^g <$
ali further p€gctiations0 and of ejnpj9yi.ng thjej&JiCff

c^nima^d, i? i^u';ftecji«n yytik ^a* ftf my.
.<3a|>taia J J f t P a U , ' W

moie
plained of.

ensuing d*y, ,the §th instaj^ $e, High
ier reguegted that -the period

con^ideiation p/ the. pj&gQsed terqns,
" tft 8 0,'ftlQck tl)« |©l(ls>wi;0g niQjrftij _

this requesj'had keen granted, jjt4^il>g.ei)ipe'yas De-
ceived of bodies of t̂ Qop.5 jn.Qving in&p. ttie cjijty.
accordingly ^Qst .no. time in pi%ltrtig my fepps^i
for .the assault;.

I will here inform your. .L,or,ds]np thaj;
ikn.ce in our 4«sp°sitiona % the. a^ack
strengthened by the result of .a

made at day-break tfeat moraing
"_ lie Acting. Assistant

General; "and LiGJitenjwit J)a fk)8ta qf

.Gon,t-


