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Iler Majesty's Stears Ship Vil wre;: Hong' Kog,
] 9th April 1847.
SIRy

HER Majesty’s Plenipotentiary having com*
inunicated to rhe,; on the afternoon: of the lst
ihstant, that; in corisequence of the evadive and
unsatisfactory conduct of the Chifiese Minister,
he had communicited with the Fonourable the
Major Gereral d’Aguilar, and deterinined with |:
Hitr on the necéssity of proceeding with a “force tor
Canton, to demand certaini points on which he had |
beén’instructed to insist on by Her Majesty’s Go-
Vvernment;: and: haviig applied to'me' to co-operate
with-the naval force dnder rhy eommand, I lost-no
time i Wditing. on Mejor General d'Aguilar, and-it

was: arranged tHat the trodps were to commehce |

embarking. with their guns; &e¢. as soon’ after
8 .M. as possible:

The Bspiegle and Plato being the only men' of
wat available,. I was obliged: to' hire the- Corssir
fnerchant steamer to- ensure tlie expedition arriv-
ihg off the Boguc- forts with the least possible
delay. .

At 10h: Ot I directéd Cormmander Fhompson
to proceed immediately towards thé Boguée forts;:
uafter emibdrking’the troops assigned to'the Espibgle;
taking. with him nine Clinese boats- laden with
provisions, &c. for the troops. At 10h. 30in: she
. ailed.

At 3h. 30m: all' the troops wére embarked with
their guiis, stores, &c. when Vulture weighed,
having two lorches with ordnance stores, sappers
aud miners in tow, making the night signal to the

-steamers to follow her motions; the Corsair baving

two cargo bodth,. with'commisgariat stores, &c.,
in tow.

A't 9h. 10mi; passed the Chumpée fort, :where
geveral: Chinese men of war and arfiied junks Were
at’ aunchor! .

At 10h. Om. the Vulturé ruh witlith half pistol
shot, and anchored off the Adunglioy fort, lowered
the boats, siid his Excellency and the Gencral
landed - with the troops.- The batteries were im-
mediately in their possession, the guns spiked, and
the ammunition: destroyed.

At 10h.-20m. Corsair came up, Colonél Breréton;
with'the-seeorid division in- Vulture's boats; crossed
the river to-tlic-'Wan'g; Tung forts, whiell were car-
ried-inthe same style The Bogue forts being now
secured, I direcied- the Plito to proceed t6 Whiam«
poa; and thers-await miy arrival. -

At 12h: Omvi-anchored off the Wang. Tung forts;
désiring; the: Cobsais to: follow Pluto's: motitns tof
Whampow;a to«protect: the shipping there.

At Th. 40m. having spiked upwards of: 500 \

guns, and desttoyed: all the ammunition, resem~
batked the troops,. Vulture weighed; and proceeded
gt full speed- to' enable lier to cross the-first and:
gecond bars: before- the tide hadreceded too much:
Saw the Espiegle in" the- distance apyrozching the
Bogue forts, she being umable-to-contend with the
strong tide, va¢iabl¢ gudladvérse windd:

At-6H; 30m; anclofed” at’ the” enitriince of Junk
River, as the Vultare could net- proceed. further
from her great draaglit- of water, and-the tide at
that time .falling rapidly; and as the troops and

i Seamen' were' vefy much exlausted fror; twendty-
hours ardubus and labbrious dutids, the Major
* Génerak and I agided that it would: be advisuble to
remain the mvht and proceéd'd¥ edrly in tHie'morn-
ing as our arrangements could be completed.
Durmg the night two days provisions were cooked
Lfof the trovps. My Mundy's (Payminster and
s Purser) exertions and zeal in supplying’ {lie frOO%
| With cooked pi'owsions wers very gredt; aitd: at 4
yon the morning of the 3rd, the-boats of the Vulture
 transferred: the troops  on board the Honbirable
(Companys steamher Pliito; stid the hired: steather
" Corsair, the tide not answering for phssing’ the
barrier with-the number of boats in tow; it was
"deemed expedient to wait till the tide slackened.

At 8h. Om. His Excellency Sir John-Davip and
suite, Major General: I’Aguilar and Staff ems
burked ouw board Pluto, as did Commander
Thompson, of the Espiegle. ;

Colonel Brereton, of the. Royat Horsd Artillery,
accomipatiied rfi¢ of bodard the Cotsaitl The
Major General allowed about two ldtdred 6f the
troops to remain in-the Vulture and- Espiegle, to
assist in defending them in the event of an attack
from the Cliinese men of war, a¥ nearly ’gwo
thirds of the ships’ compahies weire re(imred‘ in
the boats and véstels, I léft' the ship in cHatge
cof My, Sundets, First' Litutexadt, assisted by
Lieutenarit Diiiti; bupernumerary, and’ the res
maining Officérs that werd 1iot employed ifi tHe
“bBoats: P left orders to keep thie ship clear for
_action, end every thing ready for lightening Hek
if requu ed; placing every confidence in-Lieutenant
Sanders’s zeal and energy.

At 8h. 45m: both' steamer§ proceeded up the
Junk river to®thé Barrierd: forts, having the
neeessary boats” to disembark thie: troops: m=tow‘,
viz:

Pluto.<~~Two labge country béats; one ¢ohtaining
éitincérs’ stores;  the otlier a party of the 42d
Madras Native Infantry.  Vulture’s starboard
paddle-box boat, commanded by Licutenant
C. A. D. Pasco, R.N,, containing a company of
the 18th Royal Irish. Second cutter, Mr. d.
Black, Midshipman, and Espiegle’s gig.

Corsair.~Two large country boats, containing
ordoance stores, &c. Vulture’s pinnace, com-
manded by Liéutenant Robert Cooté, R.N., as-
sisted by Mr. M.-B. Fitzgerald, Midshipman, and
Dr. Duncan, Assistant Surgeon. Port paddle-
bex' boat, cotitiizndéd by Licutenitit' G. Dilrbin,
vSupernumary, R.N. First Lieaterant F. W,
Dayis,- R.M.A. First cutter, commanded by
M. P. C, C. M‘Dougall; Midshipmah, aud gig.

At 10h, 80m; passed-the barrier, Corsair stopped
abreast of the first fort, landed: a party of the
-18th Royal Irish, and a part-of the Sappers and
Royal Artillery, under Captain Durnford, Royal
Engineers,. the whole under the command of
Lieutenant - Colonel Brereton, C.B., Royal Horse
Artillery; blew open the gates, spikcd the guns,
and-destroyed the ammunition ; at the same time
Pluto anchored a little above Rapier’s fort, and

performed the-saie service there,




