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Foreign-Office, June 26, 1843.
¥ 7'ISCOUNT PALMERSTON, Her Majesty’s
) Prineipal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, has received from Mr. Belford Wilson,

Her Majesty;s Chargé &’Affaires at Caracas, a '

dispatch, dated the 19th of May last, reporting,
ghat the Venezuelan Government had declared
and established a biockade of the port (plaza) of
Maracaibo and its adjacent coasts, including in
this latter ferm the whole of the coast bordering
the Gulf of Maracaibo, from Cape San Roman, ori
the Peninsula of Paraguans, to Point Espada, on
that of La Goajira. Mr, Wilson transmits copies
of the decree imposing the blockade, atid of dn
explanatory resolution issued by the Venezuelan
Secretary of War and Marine, whichk were com-
municated to him by the Venczuelan Minister for
Forcign Affairs. The decree and resolution are
of the following tenor : .

{Translation. }
Blockade of Maracaibo.
#Republick of Venezuel.
Jamres Baptist Urbanefa, Vice President of the

Republick, charged with the Executive Govern-
foent, &c. &c. &, considering,

1st, That by the first attribution of the 117t
article of the Constitution, the Executive Govern-
ment is speecially charged with the maintenance of
the internal order and tranquillity of the State;

24, That, by withdrawing from their allegiance
to the National Government the (plaza) ity and
port of Maracaibo have beeome identified with the
rebellion headed by General Jozé Antonio Paez, for
the purpose of overturming the institutions of the
country and of ehanging its forns of government}

3d, That the gaid city and port of Maracaibo
arc ot only placed in a state of defemce, but
troops have beent sent from thence to invade the
provinces of Coro, Merida, and Trujillo, which
forees have been' destroyed by the loyal and brave
defenders of the mational institutions; And

4thly, That im such a state of things the
Government is under the absolute necessity of
taking all such steps a# are within the sphere of
its attributions to bring back to their duty those
who have abandoned it, and converted themselves
inte enemies and rebels;

Decrees;
Article 1. The city and port of Maracaibe dnd
their adjacent coasts are hereby declaved to be it
o, -state of blockade: ’



