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By the QUEEN.
A PROCLAMATION.

VICTORIA, R.

HEREAS We are happily at peace with
all Sovereigns, Powers, and States ;

And whereas, notwithstanding Our .utmost
exertions to preserve peace between all the Sove-
reign Powers and States now at war, ho_stilitiés
have unhappily commenced between His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor of Austria, on the one part,
and His Majesty the King of Sardinia and His
Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the French, on
the other part ;

And whereas a state of war now exists between
.His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Austria, on
the one part, and His Majesty the King of Sar-
dinia and His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of
the French, on the other part, and between their
respective subjects and others inhabiting within
their countries, territories, or dominions ;

And whereas We are on terms of friendship
and amicable intercourse with all and each of
these Sovereigns, and with their several subjects,
and others, inhabiting within their countries,
territories, or dominions ;

And whereas great numbers of Our loyal sub-
jects reside and carry on commerce, and possess
property and establishments, and enjoy various
rights and privileges, within the dominions of
each of the aforesaid Soveréigns, protected by
the faith of Treaties between Us and each of the
aforesaid Sovereigns ; :

And whereas We, being desirous of preserving
to Our subjects the blessings of peace, which they
now happily enjoy, are firmly purposed and deter-
mined to abstain altogether from taking any part,
directly or indirectly, in the war now unhappily
existing between the said Sovereigns, their sub-
Jjects and territories, and to remain at peace with,
and to maintain a peaceful and friendly intercourse
with, all and with each of them, and their respec-
tive subjects, and others inhabiting within any of
their countries, territories, and dominions, and to
maintain a strict and impartial neutrality in the
said hostilities and war, unhappily existing between
them ; : i
We, therefore, have thought fit, by and with the
advice of Our Privy Council, to issue this Our
Royal Proclamation.

And We do hereby strictly charge and command
all Our loving subjects to govern themselves
accordingly; and to observe a strict neutrality in
and during the aforesaid hostilities and war, and
to abstain from violating or contravening either
the laws and statutes of the vealm in this behalf,
or the law of nations in relation thereto, as they
will answer to the contrary at their peril.

And whereas in and by a certain statute made

| and passed in the fifty-ninth year of His Majesty

King George the Third, entitled “ An.Act to
“ prevent the enlisting or engagement of His
« Majesty’s subjects to serve in a foreign service,
¢“and the fitting out or equipping, in His

[« Majesty’s domitions, vessels for warlike purposes

« without His Majesty’s license,” it is amongst
other things declared and enacted as follows:



