'myMother and Miftrifs afufficlent introdu@ion to eur greater
mifeties ) and banifted Mrom this Court the moft confide-
rable perfons, confining them to remote and ill placess
where their fufferings havebeen but too eminently known.
But the greateft mifchief was that by this means they depri-
ved us of the Remedy, which the Queen would have
ufed, and probably might havebecn effcual of remo ving
the evils which we groaned under, byadvifing the Kingto
thofe Expedients. which his Inclinationscalled for § and by
fertling {uch Servants abour him, as his years required :
But juite contrary 5 the King was encompatled and attend-
ed by perfons of abad lifc, pickt and gleaned out of the
whole Kin‘gdome » to whomwere given large Penfions and
Rewards for their Prafiices , to the great prejudice of the
. Conicienck; Authority’, atd Repuration of the King,
Difturbance of the Court 5 atd Scandal of the whole
World. $ince this time, our Diforders grew upro asgreac
an heighe 5 as was then the Reputation of thole men, who
taking frorh His Majefty 4ll Aflions of his Own, made
themfelyes ablolute Mafters of his Will 5 and of every thing
gcﬁdcs s keeping the Sealsunder which all difpatches ufed to
afs,[éi their Own power, prevailing with his Majefty, thae
wifo Ketb himyto cheir difadvantage,fhould be fo ill
t nond fould-for the fiture dare to artempt ity not
excepethy from this Rule my {elf or ( whichis more ) the
et my Miftrifs 3 they foiivel{)ixhprimcd in the Kings
fnind, the Cuftomof il uting his Subjes,thar withour sefpeét
Had 4o théip perlohs, though of Greateft quality, or to their
mexits, they have reccived fuch entertainment, as we have
too often Beheld “with confufien. *Tis fufficiently known
that the Queen my Mifirils and my fclf, defired thele,
Gricvances might be >tedtefled,. add thac was feafon e-
npugh why we fhould be fo ill hasdled, a5 that when Tcomd
lain’d of thé danget Twas in, tohave my life taken away
poilon,my complaint cotld be rieithek credited nor heard,as
it ouight to have been;bad it been made by any private Perfom
and the Royal Peifon of the Queen my Mi&rifs, was uled
with (o little Refpe&, that my felf, the Nobility, and other
Perfons of this Court, we e obliged to appear for her with
much Treat and Barneftnefs : But neither yet did the Queen,
find any fatisfattions She, and moft of us receiving great
affronts, which we endured with much patience : Bur to re-
move out of the Queens fight, the principal obje& of her
difpleafure, it was neceffary , induftrionfly to difcredis him
withthe People : The Minifter T complain’d of (at laft)
retired from this Court, much againft His Majefties will 3
but though he promifed to leave him to his liberty, he pra~
Qiled fo muchthe contrary, that he left in writing what he
wasto afts the perfons he fhould call to his affiftance,. and
what Rewards and Favours he fhould beftow ; fo dif-
pefing of the Government, and all other things by His
Letters, that though ablent, he continued thole Grievances,
which were committed during His prefence : His Majefty
being left without the means of knowing, and confequently
of aypiding them, and applyinga Remedy to thefe King-
doms, which are left without Juftice, and without Strength,
exhaufted of all things neceffary for their defence, indebted,
affliGed, and almoft defpairing of any Cure, the Cuftom of
being ill treated, having kepr all perfons from advifing the
King what was fit to be done: (fo ill was the ufage of
all perfons who attempted it) little regard being had either
to the love duc to a wife, the refpet toa Brother, the va-
Iye forthe Grandees of the Kingdom , or care taken for
the Neceffities or Rewards of his fervants, The whole
Nation by the Gouncil of the Chambet of this City, and by
:puties employed from the moft Principle parts of this
Kingdom, endeavoured to try a Remedy, by calling rogether
the ¢ Eltates ; which was 2lfo much laboured by the
Council of State, who fox this purpsfe made very warm
Avpplications ; but being now urdeceived, and finding no
poflibility of obtaining it, fell intofo great defpair, as to
proteft againft the payment of thofe Cemtributions which
gcre iptended for the maintenance of th¢ Waer. This Vie
ence effeled whar Reafon could not 5 His Majefty ap-
pointing the 3 of Fannary for their Convention, but this
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was aZai termanded, and the time being now fh reg
and no its itued outto any ot the Chambers, nor to
the Council of the Chamber of this City, norany Con=
francy appearing, the good we expefted from that Remedy
is grown dafperate. His Majefly then refolved to lea® the
Court, (which cannot buve any good confequence) and ftill
continues inthe fame refoluion : 1 uyedsll waysto aflifk
him in the Government, by clofing fo with him, thar by
our frequent meetings, things might in timebe pur into a
better pofture 5 but this, his jealoufie would not allow,.
and eur experience hath taught us that our Unton cannot
be durable; andto endeavour its continuance, would only
occafion greater diforders. To thele, many Relentments
is added; the greatef}, that of the ablence of the Queen my
Miftrifs, fuchand fogreatan accidenty that we want words
10 exprefs, as itrequies. At laft, che Council of the Cham=~
berof this City, aflifted by the beft of the People, and al-'
moft all the Nobility, taking notice of that, which in me
feemed carelefnefsy thade their addrefles to e, and forced
me with fome fhew of violence to take upon me the Govern-
ment of thefe Kingdoms. For thisreafon, and others notori-
oufly known, (befiles fuch, as out of refpe@ we cohceal )
all bopes of finding out any ozher care to{ave thefe King»
doms, being uttcrfy loft; and juftly feariny leaft greater evils
might fhortly beful us,baving forced my felf fo make ufe of
the laft Obligation of €onlcience, Honour, and Affe@ion
for the Royal Perfon of the King my Mafter , and thefe
his Kingdomes) refolv’d ( having by my fclf and others
re-commended it to Ged Almighty ) with all due reve~
rence 5 to fecure the Royal Perfon of his Majefty till the
Convention of the $rates of the Kingdome ( tor 'which
Writs® thallebe immediately iffued ) who with their full
Juridi&tion may refolve upon fuch Remedies asthey fhall
think {uitable to the prefent Neceffitye and the Govern-
mentbeing my Right by the ablence of the Queen, no
other Refolution being as yet taken to the contrary , I fhall
with all the diligence Tamable , attend it 5 and T hope too,
with fuccefs » and that it may prove fo, 1particularly defire
the Afliftance of the Perfons 1a the Aflembly of the States
{ which, Thepe , X fhall deferve of them all ) end their
Advite , in what may be moft plealing to Almighty God
and ferviceable to the Kinginy Mafter 5 and notice is here=
by given, thar all Difpatches and Bufincfles are to run in
the Name of his Majefty , as they did in the time of the
Regency of the Queen my Mother and Mifkrils; keeping
now, aswasthen, all Authority in the Royal Perfon of
the Kingy and in the Service of his Houfe , both witkin
and without , whichIwill leave , fofoon asthe States fhall
tefolve upon the Government of tHefe-Memgdomes , with
whom 1 hope his Majefty will comply, relyingeen the
choice of fuch Perfon or Perfons as they fhallmake choice
of to governy whom his Majefty ought to truft; asthey
trufted all go thofe whom he formerly made choice of. And
although the Government is to be with urifdiction 4
there ought very much Refpe& to be given to what is known
to be the juft defire of the King to cllet 3 and there isno
resfon, thsfe Kingdomes ihoufd be foabandoned, as to want
that Remedy which the Laws provide for Men, who are
Prodigal 5 not only of their Reputations, but of their E-
ftates : the King , in the Patrimony of the Crown, havin
nothihg but the good adminiftration of it. And I prote
once, and ofieh 5 that T am, and willbe , aslong as | live,
acthe Royal Feet of his Majefty , with all the Loyalty X
owe him as my King and Malter, with all the Affetion X
bear him , as my Brother and Father (for fo T hold hiar) and
alwayes did Tince the Deathof my Lbrd the King (now with
God) and with a fixed Refolution ro maintain to his Roy=
atPerfon, and Succeflors 5 all the Regalities they Chale
lenge 3 fwearing before God and his Majefty the Vaffal-
lage and Homage I owe Him, in the fame form as thofe who
meft Religioufly fwore between his Hands ; Recommend.
ing to the Affembly of the Three Eftates, That they take
Notice of all the Contents of this Declaration, and p o-
ceed accordingly in the Difparch of the Bufinels before
them.

Lishon Nov. 24. 1667,
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