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we had expelled the natives should hut themselves
for the winter, and that the remainder should
embark for New Plymouth, to réinforce Colonel
Warre, and assist him in driving the Taranaki
and Ngatirnamu rebels beyond the boundaries of
the settlement. '

I had recently received from Colonel Warre a
report (lighewith eiiclosed) relative to the surprise
. of a smdll detachihent of regular and colonial
troops, who fell into an ambuscade of rebels, on
which occasion Captain Lloyd, 57th Regiment,
commanding the detichifiiéiit, and five mies; wers
killed, and twelve wounded:~ -, . ‘- . .

On the 17th April, howéver; iifobidution Raving®
beenreceived-from Colonel Greer; 68th Regiment,
commanding at Tauranga, that the ‘natives in that
district had collected in considerable

entrenched themselves in a strdhg pbsitiéh® abdut'
three miles from his post, it was decided by his

Excellency and myself that the reinforcements |-

intended for New Plymouth should be sent to
Taurange. They were accordingly embarked
without deldy in Her Mdjesty’s ships “Esk” and
%Falcon,” placed at my disposal for that servite
by Commodore Sir William Wiseman, and by the
26th April were all landed at the mission. station
of Tauranga, to which place I had transferred my
Head Quarters on the 21st. ‘

On the 27th, I moved the £8th Regiment, under
Colonel Greer, and a mixed detachment of 170
men, under Major Ryan, 70th Regiment, towards
the rebel entrenchment, of which I made a close
reconnaissance. i
. It was constructed on a neck of land gbout
800 yards wide, the slopes of which fell off into a
swamp on either side. On the highest point of
this neck they had constructed an oblong redoubt,
well palisaded, and surrounded by a strong post-
and-rail fence, a formidable obstacle. to an
agsaulting column, and difficult to destroy - with
artillery. The intervals between the side faces
of the redoubt and the swamps were defended by
an entrenched line of rifle pits.

I encamped the 68th Regiment and Major
- Ryan’s detachment about 1200 yards from the

enemy’s position on the 27th, and on that and the
following day the guns and mortars intended to
breach the position were brought up to the camp,
which was joined by a large force of seamen and
marines, landed, at my request, from the ships of
the squadron by. Commodore Sir William Wiseman,
The composition and strength of the force as-
sembled in front of  the enemy’s position, on the
morning of the 28th, are shewn in the margin.*
Having received information that, by moving
along the beach of one of the branches of Tauranga
Harbour, at low water, it was possible for a body of
troops to pass outside the swamp on the enemy’s
right and gain the rear of his position, X ordered
Colonel Greer to make the attempt with the 68th
" Regiment, after dark, on the evening of the 28th ;
and in order to divert the attention of the enemy

® General Staff—4 field officers, 1 subaltern; Medical Staff
—-2 field officers, 1 subaltern; Naval Brigade—4 field
officers, 6 captains, 7 subalterns, 36 serjeants, 5 drummers,
871 rank and file; Royal Artillery—1 field officer, 1
captain, 3 subalterns, 1 staff, 1 serjeant, 43 rank and file;
Royal Engineers—2 rank and file; Noveable Column—
1 field officer, 2 captains, 3 subaltetns, I staff, 6 serjeants,
- 4 drummers, 164 rank and file; 43rd Regiment—1 field
officer, 5 captaing, 5 subalterns, 3 staff, 17 serjeants, 12
drummers, 250 rank and file; 68th Regiment—3 field
-officers, 6 captains, 15 dubalterns, 3 staff, 34 serjeants, 21
drummers, 650 rank and file. Total—16 field officers, 20
captaing; 35 subalterns, 8 staff, 94.serjéants, 42 drammers,
1,480 rank and file. Detail of Artillery employed—1
110-pounder Armstrong, 2 40-pounder Armstrongs, 2
- §:potnder Aribbtrongs, 2 24:poundet Howitzers, 2 8eirnich
mortars, 6 cohofn mortars.
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from that side, I'ordered a feigned attack to be
made in his front. . '

Colonel Greer’s moverent succeeded perfectly,
and on the morning of the 29th he had taken up
a position in rear of the enemy, which cut off his
supply of water, and made his retreat in daylight
impossible, but was necessarily too extended to
prevent his escape by night. I encldse Colonel
Greer’s report of his proceedings, -, |

During the same night the gund and mortars
were placed in position and opened fire soon after
daybreak; on the-morning of the 29th. 1 gave
directigns: fhat thdir fird should be directed prin-
dipally aBlinst thb lefe angle of the centre work,
which; from-the neture of the ground,.I. considered
the most favourable part'to assault. X

-Their practice .was excellent, particularly that
of 'the 'hb‘véitz'ers'; dnd reflects great credit on the
officers in command of batteries,

About twelve o'clock, the swamp on the
enemy’s left having been reported by Captain
Greaves, Deputx-Assistant Quartermaster-General,
practicable for the passage of a gun, a 6-pounder
Armstrong gun was taken across to the high
ground on the opposite side, from which its’ fire
completely enfiladed the left of the enemy’s
position, which he was thus compelled to abandon.

The fire of the guns, howitzers, and mortars,
was continned with short intermissions wuntil
4 p.a., when a large portion of the fence and
palisading having been destroyed, and a prac-
ticable breach made in the parapet, I ordered the
assanlt. .

150 Seamen and Marines, under Commander
Hay, of H.M’. ship ¢ Harrier,” and an equal
number of the 43rd Regiment, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Booth, formed the assaulting column.

Major Ryan’s detachment was extended as close
to the work as possible, to keep down the fire from
the rifle pits, with orders to follow the assaulting -
column into the work.

The remainder of the Seamen and Marines, and
of the 43rd Regiment, amounting together to 300
men, followed as a reserve.

The assaulting column, protected by the nature
of the ground, gained the breach with ‘little loss,
and effected an entrance into the body of the work,
when a fierce conflict ensued, in which the natives
fought with the greatest desperation. Lieutenant-
Colonel Booth and Commander Hay, who led into
the work, fell mortally wounded, Captain Haimil-
ton, of the ¢ Esk,” was shot dead on the top of the
parapet, while in the act of encouraging his men
to advance, and in a few minutes almost every
officer of the column was eitherkilled or wounded. -
Up to this moment the men, so nobly led by their
officers, fought gallanily, and appeared to have
carried the position, when they suddenly gave way
and fell back from the work to the nearest cover.

- This repulse I am at a loss to explain, otherwise
than by attributing it to the confusion created
among the men by the intricate nature of the in-
terior defences, and the sudden fall of so miany of
their officers.

On my arrival at the spot, I considered it unad-
visable to renew the assault, and directed a line of
entrenchment to be thrown up within 100 yards of
the work, se as to be dble to maintdin bur advanced
position, intetiding to resume operations the follow-
ing morning. . ,

The natives availing themselves of..the extreme
darkness of the night, abandoned the work, leaving
some of their killed and wourided behind.

. -On taking possession of the work in the morning,
Lieutenant-Colonel Booth and some men were
found still living, and to the credit of the natives,



