
London 
I3t>1ti6, U9f 

$lUJltst1C0 \}\> Tiumwtv* 
• rrom S^onUap November 21 , to f BurSftap Koveinbef 24* I«587« 

BY T H E K I N G , 

A PROCLAMATION 
For putting in Execution the Law against Importation and 

Selling of Foreign Buttons, and prohibiting all Foieign But
tons whatsoever. 

7 
J A M E S R. o 

Hcreas far the Encouragement of great Numbers of 
the Inhabitants of this Our Kingdom Agood and 
profitable Law war made m the Fourteenth Tear 
of the Reign of Our late Brother of BltstedMemo

ry, Intituled, An Act prohibiting thc Importation os Foreign 
B011ela.ee, Cutwoik, Imbroidery, Fringe , Bandstrings, Buttons, 
and Needlework, That no petfon or persons whatsoever should 
fiom and after the Tventy fourth day cf June One thousand fix 
httnlred sixty two, Sell or cause to be Solder offer fo Sale with
in the Kingdom of England, or Dominion of wales, or Export 
any Foreign Bmelace, Cltwork, Imbroidery, Fringe,Bandstrings, 
Buttons or Needlework, vode ofThreed, Silk, or anytr either as 
them ia Parts bejond the Seas, er Import, Bring tn, Strut or 
Convey, ar cause to be brought in, Sent or Conveyed into the 
Kingdom-of England, or Dominion of Wales; any such foreign 
Bonehce, Cutwork, Frimre, Imbroidery, Bandjlrings, Buttons, or 
Needlework mode of Threed and Silk, tr any or tither of them, 
beyond the Seas after the FirH day if May, which should be in 
the said *Xeard our Lord One thousand Jtx hundred Juity and 
ttna, ttponfJ?aiii that all and every person and perjons who fliall 
Sell, or cause to be Sold, or off. r ta Sale any such Foreign Bme
lace, Cotaork , Imbroidery , Fringe , Bandstrings, Buttons , or 
Needlework, Jhall Forfeit and Lose for every Offence by him 
Committed contrary tv the said Act, the Sum of F. fly fiy mdsf 
arid the while BoOelace, Cutwork , Imbroidery, Fringe Bandy. 
firings, Buttons, or Needlework so Sold, or cajsj-d fo be told, tf 
tittered to Sate; A<:d upon further Pain, That all and every 
perjoo and persons wi:o jbonld Import, Bring in, Said or Convey, 
or cause ta be brought in, Sent or Conveyed into this Our King- ' 
dom jf Englmd, or Dominion of Wales, any such Bo>ulace,Cut-
wOrk, Imbroidery, Fringe, Bandstrings, Buttons or-Needlewoi-k, 
should Ftfeit and Lose for every Offence by himCammitted''con
trary to the said All, the Sum of One hundred pmids, and the 
whole Commodities aforesaid; And although by the plain intent 
and meaning ef the said A-l, all Foreign Buttons whatsoever 
were Prahdirtd to be Imported or put to Sale within this 
Our Kingdom, Tet we are given ta understand, by the 
Humble Petition of many tf Our Poor Subjects brought tip 
in tbe Trade of Button-making , that Jeveral -persons of 
late, for their awn private Lucre, have Imparted and Sola 
within tlxs Our Kingdom, diverts great ejuantitiet tf foreign 
Hair-Buttons, to the utter Ruine as multitudes tf Families who 
have been Exercised and Mahitttmd. in and by the Trade of 
Button-making, dt weUtn and about Our City of LtmAlin-nsothtr} 
parts of Our Kingdom, whereby, the great Mischiefs intended a 
be Redressed by the said Act, art likely to fall heavy upon Our 
Poor Subjects, and humbly praying the timely Interposition of Our 
Princely Care therein, We were moil Graciously pleafd tt hear the 
Matter Debated by the Council tf the Merchants Importers, -and 
d the Button-Makers b.fore Our Self in Council', Upon hearing 
wher*d, receiving Satisfaction, That by the trim meaning of 
the Lam, all manner of Foreign Buttons were intended to it 
Prohibited, and that t6s late Pratt"iee fit on Foot tf Importing 
Hair-Buttons, if continued, will Overthrow and Frustrate the 
main Design of tke said Alt, to the inevitable Ruine tf Multi
tudes of Our Poor Sd-jects, as was fully made appear to Us • 
And being likewise Jatisfied that the late Prattice received 
Encouragement fi-om the Doubtful Penning of some Parts ef the 
said Ait,though the Principal Scape and Destgn of the Law was 
to Exclude the whole Matutfacture of Foreign Buttons * which 
possibly may ingage Our Poor Subjects of that Trade in many 
Etpenjive Suits at Law; Far prevention whereof, and the Mtf-
chiefs which are likely to ensue upon juch an Etvil Praihce, We 
have thought fit, by and with the ddvice of Our Privy Coun
til, to Publish and declare Our Pleasure to be, That the said sits 
be duly and effect" tally observed and put in Execution against all 
Importers and Sellers of Foreign Buttons , according to the true 
intent anct meaning of the Jaid Att, And to prevent kit Dis
putes herein for the juturj, jjVe do by ibis Our Royal Proclama
tion strictly Charge, Prohibit ana Command, That nt Person or 
Perjons, Natives ,Æittti ar othtrs da, ar shall ftom henceforth 

Impth or Bring Hi, ar cause tp be Impasted br ireitght info this 
Our Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, -or Port «r Towrt 
of Berwick upon TWeed, any Foreign Buttms whatsoever, mad* 
ortobt made m aiiy Foreign Parts whatsoever, by way of. Mfttbtm i 
dize, or ta be Sold, Bartered or Exchanged. And thot tm Perjon tr 
Persons Jhall at any time herettfUf bireSty or Indirectly Buy*. 
Bat gain or Contrast for ar concerning tht Importation of jmp 
Foreign Buttons, of wliat [trt v kind faevtr, tt Utter er^ 
Sell ans Forctpi Buttons wbatmvir, which fiom bdtcefirtfa 
jhall be Imported fi-om jmy Parts beyond the Setts j^gpad 
Pain djucb Punishment as by Law may-lie Infixed ufo&\ 
Cantemners of Our Royal dutba-ity. And We do furth^r^ 
Charge and Command as well the Gommifjionm^ fy Our 
Custom1, Qtfi.mcrs, Comptrollers, Searchers, Waiters, and all 
tther Offieert of Our Custam-Houfis and Ports tn Our 
Kirigdom of England . Dominion of Wales , and our Port Bf' ,' 
Town of Eerv, kK vpon Tweed, and also all cur Justices of thi 
Peace, Mayors, Sheriff's , Bayliffs , Headboroughs? Constables, 
and other'Our Officers Civil within OUr Jaid Kingdom -tr" 
England, Dominion of Walcs.aW Port or Town, cf B<a*wick*fip«r> 
Tweed, to Seize and Destroy, or to cause to be Seized and Me* 
stayed all such Foreign Buttons which from henceforth Jhrlabt 
Imported or Bartered, Sold or Exchanged,cmitraiy to-Ovr Rm/alr 
Pleajt'jfe herein Declared, jn whose hands Joever they shall ~b& 

found, aud rt Bind over, or cause to be Bound Over, the Offen-1 

ders herein, to sfypear in Our Court of Kings Bcndvjto Answer 
their Contempt herein at Our Suit, ard to be hi all other "".**-
spelts fiom time ta time Aiding and Affsting m aU tMligs re* 
quifitifoY and touching she Observation and Execution, of thejt 
Our Commands, as they will jinfsoer to Vs tht tpnrrar^* 

Given at Our Court at Whitehall the Eighteenth day of Nq\ 
vemlftr. in the Third Year ot Odr Rejgn. 

Tbe following Addi-fsles have teen Presented lo the 
King, wliich His Majelty received very Gfaefoufly. 

, To tbe Kinds Most Excellent Majesty^ 

Vhe humble Address of the Master, Wardens/and Corrimoa 
nalry of the Mystery dCutltrri of Your Majesties City of 
London. • ' 

Most Gracious and Dread Sovereign! "V f" 

W E yiur" Maj sties moil Loyal and butifiil SubjecTti 
according to our bounden Duty, -do, -with all rear-
Cheats illness, tmd the highed(jrdritttde, acknowv 
ledge the Blessings we , and ui" other Jour Majm 

sties Subjetls have, ever since it pleased Almighty God tbfiaee' 
and fedle you in the RoyalThrone of yout Anaflorf, rettrbelP 
under yiur Gracious Government; And,, in it jfecml -manner, 
We bicmbly return ta four Majtsty our htlffty %$fhfifguea 
Thanks fir your Majestic) late tiracims Dctldratitm } w w fd 
thtt therdy yo.ur Majesty is pleased to give us full Affus-ancf 
of Enjoyment, under yoUr-Maifsties SacredTroteflioto, ai-well of 
aur Cytiil Rights mid Propertiesyis of otdReligion and Liberty 
of Conscience: Ftr which Royal Grace and Fdddfo Jour People, 
the leatT Return we can m'akffis the Offer of1 Sur-Lives ard 
Fortunes ta be devoted ta yoiir Majeftits Service. And we 
humbly prat ta Almighty God, That your Majesties Reign may 
be Lone-, Happy, and Auspicious , 'accampOnieawith the great 
Bffi-fics of Health, Peace, tmd Prosperity. In, Testimony whereof 
erf, W( have hereunto <-<-•//<•«' tht Gommon Serf of Mr Company, 
to le fixed the Stventeen'th day of NovenibsrjiW the Third Tea* 
of your Majesties Reign, 

Ta tbe King's itfosT f^xcette-nf Majesty* 
The bumble Addresi off Your Majesties diflenfihg Subjects iol 

and about the Borough of Lewes, and Town of BiigbtboH 
mestan in Your Count"*** of Sussex, 

Dread Sovereign! 

T HE Transcendency ofyour Princely msdo»l^ndrSti)erOfttyl 
as well as Care" of aiid Tenderness towidd- your 'Peopdi 

which fo eminently appears~Hh jot-r late most Gricious Healths? 
Declaration for'Liberty of Coilscience, especially atfiunded upaht 
the Grounds and Reasons tHertm declared, maj justly fill tf* 
Hearts of all your Loyal Subjects with admiration, as they art 
by tbt b'leged Fruits and Effects thtrcof filled with Gladneft i 
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