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Toréign, Olficé; Otodd 31, 1865, 1"
FJYHE following,.Despatch has been, addressed
-4+ by EarlvRuasell- to:Colonel«Stanton; Her
sul-Genéral in Egypt ;=
oAt s i e e
A v l)l's'l."i ::; " i:."dul'i.vj "
5 s s LG, Office,
U October 5, 1865,
ALTHOUGH it is too late to give you any
‘directions for the guidance of Mr. Rassam beyond
those which I have already transmitted by tele-
graph, it may be useful, in order to prevent mis-
. conceptions, that I should enable you to state
I L G B L I P R R S
upoii’anly 'proper’ o¢éasion’ what '1ias’ heen and “is
the policy of the British” Goveérnment regarding
Abyssinia, ) ‘
‘M sbiohld! Bé Bope: in miind’ that: Abyssinia j3*
composed Of evétal” distinet " provinices, soiie of
which are separated® from each other by lofty
méuhiaifs ahd' by rivers Which “are- inipassable 1
during a portien of the.year, AR R
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Hence these ﬂiﬁerént-provinces hnyg,-qften \lge'qn‘
. ruled by separate princes .or chiefs {Dédjatch),
indepen:lent of each other.

In 1841, Captain Harris was sent from lei'ili;ﬁ:)"f"

. tothe King.of Shoa, with whom he concluded a
- Treaty of Friendship and Commerce, on the 16th
of November, 1841,

In the same year, the Ruler of Tigre Ras
Oobeay, or Ubie, called Ras of Abyssinia, sent
Mr. Coffin, an English traveller, with a letter and
presents for Her Majesty.

- On Mr. Coffin’s arrival at Cairo, he was in-
-formed, through Colonel Barnett, in December,
-1841, by direction of Lord Aberdeen, that he need
not proceed further on his journey to England,
and that he might deliver to Colonel Barnett any
letter with which he was charged.

Mr. Coffin accordingly delivered the letter from_
Ras Ubie (together with presents) to Colonel
Barpett, who sent the letter to England, but it
cannot be ascertained whether the presents were
also sent, the only allusion to them being found in
a despatch from Colonel Barnett, dated September
.19, 1841, in which he says they were still with
Mr. Coffin, at Cairo. .

No reply, however, was returned to this letter,
and Ras Ubie was thereupon so angry, that he
threatened violence to Mr, Coffin for not bringing
him g return present from the Queen.
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* ‘In’" Jafitiary,” 1848, Toord Pilinersfon; withi' a
view, .to , establish ,,.-.'sqmmgrg.ié.l‘; rglla_'ﬁdn‘s',‘: with
Abyssinia,. ‘appointed . Mr. Plowden, .Consul:-for
‘thiit: Country; -and "directed-him to residé at Mas:
.ngal}'.'..:.-.ﬁ R .. SRR

Mr. Plowden was
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vinformed, -in - his-letter iof

{ appointment;-that ‘he ‘was ‘sent -to’ Massowah for

the protection of Btitish trade with
the countries adjacent thereto. _
Consul Plowden proceeded to Gondar and con-

cluded a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce
with Ras Ali, on the 2nd November, 1849.

. By, this Treaty it was provided, that His Ma-
.jesty of Abyssinia would receive an Ambassador
from Her Britannic Majesty, and “ Her Britannic
Majesty would, in the same manner, receive and
protect-any Ambassador, Eiivoy, or Consul, whom
“His Majesty 6f Abyssiriia, or his'succéisors, might
gee fit’ to appoint.”
T I UG . T s el
. Bt in 1854, Ras Ali-was oveithrown b§ éne
“of his sons-in-law, who induced the Coptic Bishop
1o crown him Emperor of Abyssinia. This per-
son’was the" present Emperor Theodore, who, so
far from insisting on the observance of the Treaty
.of 1849, refused altogether to recognize that
Treaty. .~ . :
Consul Plowden was told by the British
Government in 1857, that the Emperor was
bound in good faith to recognize that Treaty, and
that if he objected to any of its provisions be
should propose modifications. -

},Abys;inia and

But from the triumph of the Emperor Theodore .
in 1856, to the present day, the Treaty has been
'a dead letter.

. It may be argued that the British Government
ought to have insisted on the validity of the
Treaty on the one hand, and to have protected the
Emperor’ of Abyssinia from the Turks on the
other. :

But considering the short tenure of power in
the Abyssinian Kings, whatever be their title, the
difficulty of reaching with a regular British force
their seats of Empire, the little value of a victory
gained at Gondar and Shoa, the risk of failure
and the certainty of expense, it has seemed to the
British Government a preferable course to with-
draw, as much as possible, from Abyssinian en-
gagements, Abyssinian allianges, and British inter-

ference in. Abyssinia,

" This course; however, has not, been taken with-

out giving rise to groundless reproaches, many



