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fpllowlng,,.,D,espateh has b,een
by Earl'".Russell'-" to-'.-GolonelvStantoni Her

^Egy^t:-^

1865.

ALTHOUGH it is too late to give you any
directions for the guidance of Mr. Rassam beyond
those -which I have already transmitted by tele-
graph, it may be useful, in order to prevent mis-
conceptions,, that I .should enable you to state
upon ' any' proper'' occasion- what : jii'as* been \ and 'is
the policy of the British"1 Government' regarding
Abyssinia.

'!Iifc ''sh'o'ulavle^ofn'e^lji, 'mind* tha't;Abyssinia- is
composed of sev4raV: distinct .provinces^ some (of
which are separated from each other by lofty
mou&ta1n'srahd!t"by -rivers \vhicti ; are- iinpassahle
during a portion of the.year. .?.<.s;.-i--.-« \.:-

Hence these different provinces have often ,bee,n
. ruled by separate princes or chiefs (Dedjatch),

independent of each other.

In 1841, Captain Harris was sent from Bombay'
to the King of Shoa, with whom he concluded a

' .Treaty of Friendship and Commerce, on the 16th
of November, 1841.

In the same year, the Ruler of Tigre Ras
Oobeay, or Ubie, called Ras of Abyssinia, sent
Mr. Coffin, an English traveller, with a letter and
presents for Her Majesty.

On Mr. Coffin's arrival at Cairo, he was in-
formed, through Colonel Barnett, in D'ecember,
1841, by direction of Lord Aberdeen, that he need
not proceed further on his journey to England,
and that he. might deliver to Colonel Barnett any
letter with which he was charged.

Mr. Coffin accordingly delivered the letter from
Ras Ubie (together with presents) to .Colonel
Barnett, who sent the letter to England, but it
cannot be ascertained whether the presents were
also sent> the only allusion to them being found in
a despatch from Colonel Barnett, dated September
19, 1841, in which he says they were still with
Mr. Coffin, at Cairo.

No reply, however, was returned to this letter,
and Ras Ubie was thereupon so angry, that he
threatened violence to Mr. Coffin for not bringing
him ft return present from' the Queen.

' ln: January,0 1848, Lord Palfcerskm; .with', a
view., ..to., establish., ,cqmmerciaT ' relaiums'; with
Abyssinia,; appointed ' Mr. .Pipwden, .'Consul "for
that country} and directed- 'him to reside
sowah. . ' . . » • • '

'. . . . ., , .,_, . . _

Mr. Plowden^ was ; informed,, -in his letter >t>f
appointment;- that 'he 'Ws' 'sent to;' Massowah for
thepfot'ecfibn 'of 'British trade with Abyssinia and
the countries adjacent thereto.

Consul Plowden proceeded to Gondar and con-
cluded a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce
with Ras Ali, on the 2nd November, 1849.

. .By, ,this Treaty it .was provided,., that pis ,Ma-
.jesty .of Abyssinia, would receive an Ambassador
from Her Britannic Majesty, and "Her Britannic
Majesty would, in the same manner, receive and
'protectvany Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul, whom
'His Majesty'of Abyssinia, or his successors, might
see fit to appoint."

But i in 18,̂ 4; Rass Airwas overthrown b'y 'J6ne
of his sons-in-law, who induced the Coptic Bishop
tofcrown.him Emperor of Abyssinia. This per-
son was the" present Emperor Theodore, who, so
far from insisting on the observance of the Treaty

,of 18-i9, refused altogether to recognize that
Treaty.'.-

Consul Plowden was told by the British
Government in 1857, that the Emperor was
bound in good faith to recognize that Treaty, and
that if he objected to any of its provisions be
should propose modifications.

But from the triumph of the Emperor Theodore
in 1856, to the present day, the Treaty has been
a dead letter.

It may be argued that the British Government
ought to have insisted on the validity of the
Treaty on the one hand, and to have protected the
Emperor of Abyssinia from the Turks on the
other.

But considering the short tenure of power in,
the Abyssinian Kings, whatever be their title, the
difficulty of reaching with a regular British force
their seats of Empire, the little value of a victory
gained at Gondar and Shoa, the risk of failure
and the certainty of expense, it has seemed to the
British Government a preferable course to with-
draw, as much as possible, from Abyssinian en-
gagements, Abyssinian alliances, and British inter-
ference in Abyssinia.
* This course,' however, has not been taken with-
out giving rise to groundless reproaches, many


