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trained to arms, ahd ready, in any case of emer-
gency to return to the standards.

I bid you farewell for the recess, with the
earnest prayer that, when you are again summoned
to your duties, I may be enabled tu rejoice with
you in the re-establishment of peace on the Con-
tinent of Europe.

Then a Commission for proroguing the Parlia-
ment was read $ after which the Lord Chancellor
said:

My Lords and Gentlemen,
By virtue of Her Majesty's Commission, under

the Great Seal, to us and other Lords directed,
ahd now read, we do, in Her Majesty's name, and
in obedience to Her commands, prorogue this
Parliament to Thursday, the twenty-seventh day
of October next, to be then here holden ; and this
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thursday,
the twenty-seventh day of October next.

By the QUEEN.

A PROCLAMATION.

VICTORIA, R.

WHEREAS We are happily at peace with
all Sovereigns, Powers, and States ;

And whereas, notwithstanding Our utmost
exertions to preserve peace between all Sovereign
Powers and States, a state of war unhappily exists
between His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of
the French and His Majesty the King of Prussia,
and between their respective subjects and others
inhabiting within their countries, territories, or
dominions;

And whereas We are on terms of friendship
and amicable intercourse with each of these
Sovereigns, and with their several subjects, and
others inhabiting within their countries, territo-
ries, or dominions ;

And whereas great numbers of Our loyal sub-
jects reside and carry on commerce, and possess
property and establishments, and enjoy various
rights and privileges, within the dominions of
each of the aforesaid Sovereigns, protected by
the faith of Treaties between Us and each of the
aforesaid Sovereigns ;

And whereas We, being desirous of preserving
to Our subjects the blessings of peace, which they
now happily enjoy, are firmly purposed and deter-
mined to abstain altogether from taking any part,
directly or indirectly, in the war now unhappily
existing between the said Sovereigns, their sub-
jects and territories, and to remain at peace with,
and to maintain a peaceful and friendly inter-
course with each of them, and their respec-
tive subjects, and others inhabiting within any of
their respective countries, territories, and domi-
nions, and to maintain a strict and impartial
neutrality in the said state of war unhappily
existing between them ;

We, therefore, have thought fit, by and with the
advice of Our Privy Council, to issue this Our
Royal Proclamation.

And we do hereby strictly charge and com-
mand all Our lovingjsubjects to govern themselves
accordingly, and to observe a strict neutrality in

and during the aforesaid war, and to abstain from
violating or contravening either the laws and
statutes of the realm in this behalf, or the law
of nations in relation thereto, as they will answer
to the contrary at their peril.

And whereas in and by a certain Statute made
and passed in the present jear of Her Majesty,
intituled " An Act to regulate the conduct of
" Her Majesty's subjects during the existence of
" Hostilities between Foreign States with which
" Her Majesty is at Peace," it is, amongst other
things, declared and enacted as follows :—

ILLEGAL ENLISTMENT.

" If any Person, without the License of Her
Majesty, being a British Subject, within or with-
out Her Majesty's Dominions, accepts or agrees
to accept any Commission or Engagement in the
Military or Naval Service of any Foreign State at
War with any Foreign State at Peace with Her
Majesty, and in this Act referred to as a Friendly
State, or, whether a British Subject or not, within
Her Majesty's Dominions, induces any other
Person to accept or agree to accept any Com-
mission or Engagement in the Military -or Naval
Service of any such Foreign State as aforesaid,—

" He shall be guilty of an Offence against this
Act, and shall be punishable by Fine and
Imprisonment, or either of such Punishments,
at the Discretion of the Court before which
the Offender is convicted; and Imprison-
ment, if awarded, may be either with or
without Hard Labour.

" If any Person, without the License of Her
Majesty, being a British Subject, quits or goes on
board any Ship with a view of quitting Her Ma-
jesty's Dominions, with intend to accept any Com-
mission or Engagement in the Military or Naval
Service of any Foreign State at War with a
Friendly State, or, whether a British Subject or
not, within Her Majesty's Dominions, induces any
other Person to quit or go on board any Ship with
a view of quitting Her Majesty's Dominions with
the like Intent,—

" He shall be guilty of an Offence against this
Act, and shall be punishable by Fine and
Imprisonment, or either of such Punishments,
at the Discretion of the Court before which
the Offender is convicted j and Imprisonment,
if awarded, may be cither with or without
Hard Labour.

" If any Person induces any other Person to
quit Her Majesty's Dominions or to embark on
any Ship within Her Majesty's Dominions under
a Misrepresentation or false Representation of the
Service in which such Person is to be engaged,
with the Intent or in order that such Person may
accept or agree to accept any Commission or
Engagement in the Military or Naval Service of
any Foreign State ae War with a Friendly
State,—

"He shall be guilty of an Offence against
this Act, and shall be punishable by Fine
and Imprisonment, or either of such Punish-
ments, at the Discretion of the Court before
which the Offender is convicted ; and Impri-
sonment, if awarded, may be either with or
without Hard Labour.

" If the Master or Owner of any Ship, without
the License of Her Majesty, knowingly either
takes on board, or engages to take on board, or
has on board such Ship within Her Majesty's
Dominions any of the following Persons, in this


