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TREATY between Her Majesty and the Emperor of the French, relative to the Independence and
Neutrality of Belgium.

Signed at London^ August II, 1870.

[Ratifications exchanged at London, August 26, 1870.]

H ER Majesty the Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

and His Majesty the Emperor of the French,
being desirous at the present time of recording in
a solemn Act then* fixed determination to maintain
the independence and neutrality of Belgium, as
provided by the Seventh Article of the Treaty
signed at London on the 19th of April, 1839,
between Belgium and the Netherlands, which
Article was declared by the Quintuple Treaty of
1839 to be considered as having the same force
and value as if textually inserted in the said
Quintuple Treaty, Their said Majesties have
determined to conclude between themselves a
separate Treaty, which, without impairing or
invalidating the conditions of the said Quintuple
Treaty, shall be subsidiary and accessory to it;
and they have accordingly named as their Pleni-
potentiaries for that purpose, that is to say :

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Right Honour-
able Granville George, Earl Granville, Lord
Leveson, a Peer of the United Kingdom, Knight
of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, a Member
of Her Britannic Majesty's Most Honourable
Privy Council, Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports
and Constable of Dover Castle, Chancellor of the
University of London, Her Britannic Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ;

And His Majesty the Emperor of the French,
His Excellency the Marquis de La Valette, a
Member of His Privy Council, a Senator, Grand
Cross of the Imperial Order of the Legion of
Honour, His Ambassador to Her Britannic
Majesty;

Who, after having communicated to each other
their respective full powers, found in good and
due form, have agreed upon and concluded the
following Articles :—

ARTICLE I.
His Majesty the Emperor of the French having

declared that notwithstanding the hostilities in
in which France is now engaged with the North
German Confederation and its Allies, it ia his
fixed determination to respect the neutrality of
Belgium, so long as the same shall be respected
by the North German Confederation and its
Allies, Her Majesty the Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on her
part declares that, if during the said hostilities
the armies of the North German Confederation
and its Allies should violate that neutrality, she
will be prepared to co-operate with His Imperial
Majesty for the defence of the same in such man-
ner as may be mutually agreed upon, employing
for that purpose her naval and military forces to
insure its observance, and to maintain, in con-
junction with His Imperial Majesty, then and
thereafter, the independence and neutrality of
Belgium.

It is clearly understood that Her Majesty the
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland does not engage herself by this
Treaty to take part in any of the general opera-
tions of the war now carried on between Franco
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Majeste la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, et Sa Majeste

1'Empereur des Frangais, desirant, dans le moment
actuel, consigner dans un Acte solennel leqr
determination bien arrtitee de maintenir 1'inde-
pendance et la neutralite de la Belgique telle
qu'elles sont etablies par 1'Article VII du Traite
signe a Londres le 19 Avril, 1839, entre la Bel-
gique et les Pays Bas, lequel Article a e*te declare
par le Traite Quintuple de 1839 avoir la meme
force et la meme valeur que s'il etait textuellcmcnt
insere dans le clit Quintuple Traite, Leurs dites
Majestes ont resolu de conclure entre elles un
Traite separe, qui, sans infirmer et sans affaiblir
les conditions du Quintuple Traite sus-men-
tionne", serait an Acte subsidiaire et accessoire a
1'autre. C'est pourquoi Leurs Majestes ont
nomine" pour leurs Plenipotentiaires -a cet effet,
savoir :

Sa Majeste la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, le Tres Honorable
Granville George Comte Granville, Lord Leveson,
Pair du Royaume Uni, Chevalier du Tres Noble
Ordre de la Jarretiere, Conseiller de Sa Majeste*
Britannique en Son Conseil Prive, Lord Gardien
des Cinque Ports et Conne'table du Chateau
de Douvres, Chancelierde 1'Universite deLondrep,
Principal Secretaire d'Etat de Sa Majeste Britan-
nique pour les Affaires Etrangeres ;

Et Sa Majeste PEmpereur des Frangais, Son
Excellence le Marquis de La Valette, Membre de
Son Conseil Prive, Senateur, Grand-Croix de
1'Ordre Imperial de la Legion d'Honneur, Son
Ambassadeur pres Sa Majeste Britannique ;

Lesquels, apres s'etre communique leurs pleins
pouvoirs respectifs, trouves en bonne et due
forme, ont concerte* et conclu entre eux les
Articles suivants:—

ARTICLE I.
Sa Majeste TEmpereur des Frangais ayant

declare* que, malgre les hostilites dans lesquelles la
France se trouve actuellement engagee avec la
Confederation de 1'Allemagne du Nord efc ses
allies, sa volonte* bien avre'te'e est de respecter la
neutrality de la Belgique aussi longtemps que
cette neutralite ser.a respecte'e par la Confedera-
tion de 1'Allemagne du Nord et ses allies, Sa
Majeste la Reine du Royaume Uni de la Grande
Bretagne et d'Irlande declare, de son c6te, que si,
pendant ces hostilit^s, les arme'es de la Confede'ra-
tion de I'Allemagne du Nord et de ses allies
venaient a. violer la dite neutralite, elle serait
prete a co-operer avec Sa Majeste* Imperiale
pour la defense de cette m£me neutralite, de la
raaniere qui pourra <jtre concertee mutuellement,
en employ ant pour cet objet ses forces na vales et
militaires, dans le but d'assurer et de maintenir,
de concert avec Sa Majeste Imperiale, en ce
moment et plus tard, 1'independance et la neutralite
de la Belgique.

II est clairement entendu que Sa Majeste la
Reine du Royaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne
et d'Irlande ne s'engage pas, par ce Traite", a
prendre part a uucuue des operations generales de
guerre qui se poursuivent en ce moment entre la


