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NOTIFICATION.

"HEREAS there was concluded between

Her Majesty and the United States of

America, on the 8th day of May, 1871, a Treaty,

of which the following Articles, providing for the

settlement of outstandine claims therein described,
by means of a Mixed Commission, form part :—

ARTICLE XII

The High Contracting Parties agree that all
claims on the part of Corporations, Companies, or
private individuals, citizens of the United States,
upon the Government of Her Britannic Majesty,
arising out of acts committed against the persons
or property of citizens of the United States,
during the period between the 13th of April,
1861, and the 9th of April, 1865, inclusive, not
being claims growing out of the acts of the
vessels referred to in Article I of this Treaty;
and all claims, with the like exception, on the
part of Corporations, Companies, or" private in-
dividuals, subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, upon
the Government, of the United States, arising out
of acts committed against the persons or property
of subjects of Her Britannic Majesty during the
same period, which may have been presented to
either Government for its interposition with the
other, and which yet remain unsettled, as well as
any other such claims which may be presented
within the time specified in Article XIV of this
Treaty, shall be referred to three Commissioners,
to be appointed in the following manner, that is
10 say :—One Commissioner shall be named by
Her Britannic Majesty, one by the President of
the United States, and a third by Her Britannic
Majesty and the President of the United States
conjointly ; and in case the third Commissioner
shall- not have been so named within a period of
three months from the date of the exchange of the
ratifications of this Treaty, then the third Com-
missioner shall be named by the Representative at
Washington of His Majesty the King of Spain.

In case of the death, absence, or incapacity of any
Commissioner, or in the event of any Commis-
sioner omitting or ceasing to act, the vacancy
shall be filled in the manner hereinbefore pro-
vided for making the original appointment, the
period of three months in case of such substitu-
tion being calculated from the date of the hap-
pening of the vacancy.

The Commissioners so named, shall meet at
‘Washington at the earliest convenient period
after they have been respectively named; and.
shall, before proceeding to any business, make aud
subscribe a solemn declaration that they will im-
partially and carefully examine and decide, to the
best of their judgment, and according to justice
and equity, all such claims as shall be laid before
them on the part of the Governments of Her
Britannic Majesty, and of the United States,
respectively ; and such declaration shall be
entered on the record of their proceedings.

ARTICLE XIII. .

The Commissioners shall then forthwith proceed
to the investigation of the claims which shall be
presented to them. They shall investigate and
decide such claims in such order and such manner
as they may think proper, but upon such evidence
or information only as shall be furnished by or on
behalf of the respective Governments. They
shall be bound to receive and consider all written
documents or statements which may be presented
to them by or on behalf of the respective Govern-
ments in support of, or in answer to, any claim;
and to hear, if required, one person on each side,
on behalf of each Government, as Counsel or
Agent for such Government, on each and every.
geparate claim. A majority of the Commissioners
shall be sufficient for an award in each case. The
award shall be given upon each claim in writing,
oand shall be signed by the Commissioners assenting
to it. It shall be competent for each Government
to name one person to attend the Commissioners
as its Agent to present and support claims on its
behalf, and to answer claims made upon if, and ta



