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In particular, a Bill, having for its main object
the establishment of Secret Voting, together with
a measure relating to corrupt practices at Parlia-
mentary Elections, will be immediately presented
to you.

Several measures of administrative improve-
ment for Ireland will be laid before you.

There will likewise be laid before you Legis-
lative Provisions founded on the Report of the.
Sanitary Commission.

You, my Lords and Gentlemen, will, I am con-
fident, again apply your well-known assiduity to
that work of legislation which, from the increasing
exigencies of modern society, still seems to grow
upon your hands. And I shall continue to rely,
under Divine Providence, alike on the loyalty of
my people and on your energy and wisdom, rto
sustain the constant efforts of the Crown to dis-
charge the duties, to uphold the rights, and to
defend the honour of the Empire.

T the Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight,
the 5th day of February, 1872;

PRESENT.
The QUEEN'S Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

WHEREAS, there was this day read at the
Board a Memorial from the Right Honour-

able the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
dated the-twenty-ninth of December, one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-one, in tho words fol-
lowing, viz. :—

"Whereas your Majesty, by Order in Council
of twenty-second February, one thousand eight
hundred and seventy, was graciously pleased to
establish Regulations for the Promotion and Re-
tirement of Officers of the Royal Navy ; and
whereas, we are of opinion, in view of the small
number of promotions that have taken place during
the past year, that it is expedient to provide for
the immediate advancement of a limited number
of the present Commanders and Lieutenants, and
also to diminish the restrictions on the promotion
of Commanders, Lieutenants, and Sub-Lieu-
tenants, imposed by your Majesty's aforesaid Order
in Council, until such time as the Active List
of Captains, Commanders, and Lieutenants shall
be reduced to the numbers thereby established;
and whereas, we are further of opinion that it is
expedient to make other amendments in the tem-
porary provisions of the said Order in Council,
and also, that it is necessary to establish regulations
for the retirement of Sub-Lieutenants :

" We would, therefore, most humbly submit to
your Majesty—

" 1. That we be empowered to promote ten
Commanders to the rank of Captain, and ten
Lieutenants to the rank of Commander, from this
present date.

"2. That until the list of Captains is reduced to
one hundred and fifty, we be authorised to promote
officers to vacancies caused by retirement according
to the following scale :—

" («) One Commander in every vacancy which
now exists, or which shall hereafter arise, on
the List of Captains, due to the retirement
of Admirals.

" (6) One Commander in every two vacancies
which now exist, or shall hereafter ai-ise, on
the List of Captains, due to the retirement of
Vice-Admirals, Rear-Admirals, or Captains.

" (c) One Lieutenant in each vacancy arising
on the List of Commanders from the above
promotions.

" 3. That we be further authorised, until the List
of Commanders is reduced to two hundred, to pro-
mote one Lieutenant in every two vacancies now
existing, or in future arising, from the retirement
of Commanders.

" 4. All vacancies arising from deaths, resigna-
tions, &c., to be filled up as they occur.

" 5.. That until the List of Sub-Lieutenants is
reduced to two hundred and fifty, we be autho-
rised to confer promotion on any Sub-Lieutenant
who is, in our opinion, worthy of advancement,
although such promotions may cause ihe List of
Lieutenants to be temporarily in excess of the
numbers authorised by your Majesty's aforesaid
Order in Council.

" 6. Captains who were promoted to that rank
before the first. April, one thousand eight hundred
and seventy, and who elected the new regulations
for retirement, to be allowed, if physically unfit, or
if they have not served for seven years, on retire-
ment, an amount of retired pay not less than that
to,which they would have been entitled to receive
under the regulations which were in-cforce prior to
the first April, one- thousand eight, .hundred and
seventy.

" 7. Sub-Lieutenants »to be compulsorily retired
at the age of forty, or at any age if physically
unfit for service.

" 8. Until the List of Sub-Lieutenants is re-
duced to two hundred and fifty, any such officers
to be allowed, with their consent and at our dis-
cretion, to retire irrespective of age.

" 9. Retired Pay to be granted as follows :—
After three years' seniority, 3s. 6d. per diem, an
additional 6d. being given for each complete year
beyond three served as Sub-Lieutenant until the
maximum is reached, viz., 6s. per diem.

" 10. Officers who, in our opinion, are not de-
serving of receiving retired pay on the above
scale, to be granted such lower rate of pay as we
may think fit to award them.

" 11. Service for-retired pay to be calculated in
accordance with the provisions of your Majesty's
Order in Council of twenty-second February, one
thousand eight hundred and seventy, relating to
Flag Officers, Captains, Commanders, and Lieu-
tenants ; time during which a Sub-Lieutenant
may be on half-pay after he has oerved three years
in that rank to reckon in the proportion fixed by
the Order in Council.

" 12. Sub-Lieutenants to be allowed at their
own request and with our consent to commute
their retired pay under the rules laid down by the
Lords Commissioners of your Majesty's Treasury,
for administering the Act Vic. 34 and 35, cap. 56.

" 13. The existing rules as to half-pay to Sub-
Lieutenants while on the Active List to remain in
force.

" We therefore most humbly submit that your
Majesty will be graciously pleased to sanction
these arrangements, which have received the con-
currence of the Lords Commissioners of your
Majesty's Treasury."

Her Majesty, having taken the said Memorial
into consideration, was pleased, by and with the
advice of Her Privy Council, to approve of what
is therein proposed, and the Right Honourable the
Lordij Commissioners of the Admiralty are to give
the necessary directions herein accordingly.

Arthur Helps.


