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to Blarigaj the four native boats fitted with the '
guns and rockets of the 'Naval Brigade had to be
poled, under an intensely hot sun, by the seamen
for five consecutive days, and the intricate naviga-
tion of the river, full of sunken stakes, against a
strong current which frequently swept the boats
into deep water when the poles where rendered
useless, and much vantage ground lost, made it a
most arduous task, but the work had to be done,
and it was carried out with the greatest cheerful-
ness.

Commander Uvcdale C. Singleton, of Her
Majesty's ship " Ringdove," rendered great service
in his whaler by leading the flotilla, and sounding
ahead to discover the passages.

On our arrival at Blanga, finding the enemy
was retreating, and that it was necessary for the
success of the expedition to follow them imme-
diately to prevent stockades and other obstacles
being erected to obstruct our advance, the Naval
Brigade had to undergo much hardship.

The difficulty of carrying the rocket tubes and
24-pounder rockets, in addition to their own
accoutrements, was no easy task through twenty-
two miles of jungle path, replete with obstacles,
and at the end of toe weary day's march they had
to encamp with only a waterproof sheet. The
Control Department, under Commissary W. G. W.
Robinson, having anticipated these necessaries for
the brigade, had obtained a sufficient number for
us from Hong Kong, on finding there was a
prospect of hostilities taking place.

I am much indebted to Major-General the
Honourable F. Colborne, C.B., commanding the
forces, for his readiness to give me any assistance
that was required to advance the interests of the
Naval Brigade ; and I have to thank Major
Aruiel and Captain Whitla for permitting the men
of the 80th and 10th Regiments to assist our men
in the arduous duties of transporting the rockets.

On the the arrival of Her Majesty's ship " Phi-
lomel" on this station, I ordered Commander Gar-
forth, on the 2nd December, to proceed to Laroot,
to render all assistance to the troops, and to form
a Naval Brigade for the northern portion of the
P«rak Expedition, to act in conjunction with the
troops uuder tiie command of Brigadier-General
Ross.

He also -had the- superintendence of building
rafts, and capturing-canoes from the enemy for
conveying the troops down the. river from Qualla
Kansa, and he carried out my orders and these
services with great energy, and in a most efficient
manner. I beg to enclose a letter from him, dated
4th January,' reporting an attack made on the
brigade, on the 4th instant, at Kolalama.

The steadiness shown on this occasion by the
brigade is spoken of in strong terras by Hei
Majesty's Chief Commissioner for Perak, Majoi
McNair, R.A.

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice
tho conduct of Commander Singleton, of Her
Majesty's ship ': Ringdove/' who acted as my
second in command during the expedition. His
services were of the greatest use to me, renderhi_
me much important assistance in carrying out the
details connected with the brigade, at all times
encouraging the men when in difficulties with then
heavy loads, and to the front when work was to
be done.

I cannot speak too highly of Commands
Francis Stirling, of Her Majesty's ship " Thistle.'
He was for some time the Senior Naval OHicer a
Banda Bahfu before my arrival, and was in
command at the successful attack on Passir Sala
in conjunction with-Captain Whitla, of the lOt
Regiment, on the 15th November last.
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Disturbances having broken out in Sunjir
Jjong I sent Commander Stirling there to
jonduct naval affairs, and the successful results of
lis operations have entirely proved that my

estimation of his worth as an officer was correct.
I trust the services of these officers may be

considered worthy of your bringing their names
'avourably before their Lordships.

Lieutenant ~John P. Pipon, Sub-Lieutenant
Walter T. Warren, and Mr. John Grant, Gunner,
all of the " Modeste," and Alexander Matthewson,
Dhief Gunner's Mate of the " Ringdove," were
mmediately in charge of their respective gun and

rocket boats, and I was much satisfied with the
prompt manner the rockets were brought into
iction in the jungle.

Surgeon Anthony Gorham, of the " Ringdove,"
and Surgeon Charles C, Godding, of thest Modeste,"
•were constantly watching the health of the brigade,
and to their attention I attribute its healthy
state.

Lieutenant Henry T. Wright, of the "Modeste,"
in conjunction with Lieutenant Huntley, 1st
Battalion 10th Regiment, made a successful attack
on the village two miles below Blanga, where our
provision boats had been fired into, and a Sikh
mortally wounded and a Chinaman injured.
Owing to the thickness of the jungle they were
unable to make any prisoners, but it had the
desired effect of making the Punglema -of the
village bring in the two men who had fired upon
t'.ie boats. :

Lieutenant Wentworth V. Bayly, of Her Ma-
jesty's ship "Ringdove," superintended the trans-
port service at Durian Sabatang, and conducted ihe
duties entirely to my satisfaction. The ship's com-
pany of the " Ringdove" constantly worked day and
niglit, unloading vessels and pushing on provis.ons
and'ammunition to the Residency at Banda Bahru
in boats.

I have already had the pleasure of bringing to
your notice the gallant conduct of Sub-Lieutenant
Thomas F. Abbott, of the " Thistle," at the time
of tho murder of Mr. Birch. His Excellency tire
Governor speaks of him in the strongest terms,
and I trust you will consider his conduct deserv-
ing of bring prominently brought to the notice of
their Lordships. He was at botli attacks at Passir
Sala, and since that time has most ably conducted
the naval affairs at the Residency.

Her-Majesty's ships " Modeste," under tempo-
rary command of Lieutenant the Honourable
Edward T. Needham, and "Fly" have been
blockading the rivers. Commander John Bruce,
of the "Fly," has conducted this duty with great
energy. His vigilant guard over the coast has
prevented any provisions being brought into the
country, and he has secured a large amount of tin
belonging to the Ex-Sultan Ismail.

Mr. William C. Gillies, Assistant-Paymaster of-
the " Modeste," served with mo as my Clerk, and
Mr. Mansfield G. Smith, Midshipman of tho
'• Modeste," as my Aide-de-Camp, during the whole
of the'expedition. They were Always with me in
the front, and were energetic and attentive in the
performance of the duties required of them.

I have, &c.,
(Signed; ALEXANDER BULLER,

Captain and Senior Officer, Straits of Malacca.

Vice-Admiral Alfred Phillipps Ryderr
Commander-in-Chiff,

Chinese Station.


