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Sub-Enclosure No. 7.
November 2, 1875.

Ahmid, Head Boatman, states:—At about
eight o'clock this morning I was lying down at
the stern of the boat. I heard the Malays on
shore say, " As soon as Mr. Birch has had break-
fast we will drive him away. If he does not go,
then we will do for him." Then I got up and
looked into the boat, and I did not find Mr. Birch.
I heard him talking from the bathing-house.
I remained in the boat. I saw the Malays with
naked spears tearing down the proclamations.
Half the Malays came to the river-side and told
them to shove off. Then the sampan panjanj men
moved off. Then I saw the Malays cutting and
spearing the crew of the other sampan panjanj.
I still remained at the stern of the boat looking
on. I turned and looked towards the bathing-
house and saw Kaleh Khan with a pistol in his hand
j ump into the water. I .went into Mr. Birch's cabin
and saw two Malays there. I took up a rifle, but
finding no ammunition, put it down and j umped into
the water. Just then I saw the interpreter, Arshad,
coming towards the boat. One Malay man who
was in the boat prevented him by striking him
with a sword. I saw Arshad severely wounded
and exhausted j as I was swimming down the
river I saw Arshad giving up the attempt to get at
Mr. Birch's boat, and I heard him hail the sampan
panjanj for help. It was about 20 yards distant,
I told the sampan panjanj men to wait; they die!
so. Then Arshad and I got into it; Arshad was
helped in. We then retreated, and the Malays on
shore followed and kept firing at us. One of oui
men was hit, and another complained of being
wounded. When I was far away I saw Mr. Ab-
bott and two boys following in a saga, and the
Malays from both banks firing at them.

By Mr. Abbott.—When did Arshad die ?
• Answer.—In about an hour after he was taken

into the boat.
By Mr. Abbott.—Did Arshad say anything

before he died ?
' Answer.—He said nothing.

Question.—Did you sec anybody attack Mr
Birch ?

Answer.—I saw several Malays entering th
bath-house, but there was no noise.

Question.—You were so close to him, do yoi
think Mr. Birch was killed ?

Answer,—I think he was.
Before me,

T. F. ABBOTT, Sub-Lieutenant.
Interpreted by me, EDWARD BACON.
' Witness, J. T. KEYT.

Sub-Enclosure, No. 8.
Mustapha, Mr. Birch's Cook, states :—-At half-

past 8 this morning, Mr. Birch called to me am
asked for soap and a towel to go for a bath. '.
gave them. My master ordered breakfast, and ]
went to prepare it. I saw a number of Sepoys am
boatmen, while I was cooking, rush into a sampan
panjanj, which capsized. They swam to another
sampan panjanj. I joined them, and came down
the river to Banda Bahru.

By Mr. Abbot.—Did you hear any firing, or
did you see any one stabbed or wounded ?

Answer.-—No, I did not.
Before me,

T. F. ABBOTT, Sub-Lieutenant.
MUSTAPHA.

Witness, EDWARD BACON.
Interpreted by me, J. T. KEYT.

No. 24298. B

Sub-Enclosure No. 9.
Kalch Khan, Private of the Resident's Guard,

tates :—Almost all the Sepoys were on shore,
and I was among them. A Datu came twice to
he boat and spoke to Mr. Birch. Arshad, the
interpreter, posted the proclamation near the gold-
smith's shop. The first time it was torn down I
told Mr. Birch. He spoke to Arshad, and Arshad
ixplained they were taking it away to show to Datu

Saga. Mr. Birch ordered Arshad to post another,
and it was done. Then Mr. Birch went to the
i>athing-house to bathe. Several Malays were on
the spot, all armed. I was standing on one of the
logs of the floating bath-house, with Mr. Birch's
revolver in my hand. All at once, the other pro-
clamation was torn down by a man whom I will re-
cognize if I see him again, and there was a rush
upon us with spears and knives. I saw some Malays
get into the bathing-house where Mr. Birch was.
I afterwards fell into the water ; the water was
very deep, and I could get no footing, but I saw
one of our boats at some distance going down
towards Banha Bahru, and I hailed it and told our
men to fire. The Malays were firing from both
banks. I succeeded in getting into the boat, after-
wards came down here. If I see the Datu again,
I shall know him. I saw him at the Residency
often, but do not know his name.

Before me,
T. P. ABBOTT, Sub-Lieutenant.

Interpreted by J. T. KETT.
Witness, J. ROZELLE.

Sub-Enclosure No. 10.
SIB, Bandhar Bahru, November 9, 1875.

I HAVE the honour to report to you the
following circumstances which have occured since
my last .communication, dated November 4. On
the morning of the 5th Mr. Swettenham arrived
and took civil charge of the Residency.

That day we planned an attack on the enemy,
the idea being to divide the Sepoys, taking them
along both banks and putting both the guns (12-
pounder howitzer and 9-pounder Vavasour) in
boats, to use them to annoy and divert the enemy's
attention during an attack from the troops.

However, in the evening I heard from Captain
Innes, R.E., Acting Assistant-Commissioner, in-
forming me of the arrival of the troops in the
Colonial steamer " Pluto," and decided to await
their arrival, which we were afterwards glad of.

On the morning of the 6th instant, we proceeded
to prepare the boats for the transport of guns. I
proposed that spars should be placed across the
boats, and bamboos lashed tinder them fore and
aft outside (to give greater stability and flotation
to the small river boats we had at command), the
whole being covered with planks, to enable the
polers to walk fore and lift.

About noon Captain Innes arrived, accompanied
by Lieutenants Booth and Elliot, with a detach-
ment of 60 men of the 10th Regiment.

In the evening I took the boats with the guns
out for a trial and found them answer well in
everything, except that the guns were stationary,
having no boat-slides, and consequently we had to
depend upon the polers for direction.

About six o'clock this evening the body of
Mr. Birch was brought down the river by Rajah
Dam. Upon examination he proved to have
received ten spear wounds or stabs.

It was interred with military honours on the
island behind the Presidency.

The plan of attack having previously been
determined on, at six o'clock on Sunday, Novem-
ber 7, the troops were paraded.


