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TUESDAY, MAY 30, 1876.

Whitehall, May 30, 1876.

HRHE following Address of the Genera^
JL Assembly of the Church of Scotland, having

been transmitted by Alan Plantagenet, Earl of
Galloway, to the Right Honourable Richard
Assheton Cross, one of Her Majesty's Principal
Secretaries of State, has been by him presented
to the Queen, which Address Her Majesty was
pleased to receive very graciously:—

To the QUEEN's Most Excellent Majesty.

May it please your Majesty,
WE, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful

subjects, the Ministers and Elders of the Church
of Scotland in General Assembly convened,
acknowledge with profoundest respect your
Majesty's most gracious letter, and the expression
therein contained of your determination to uphold
all the ancient rights and privileges of the Church
of Scotland, of its ministers, and of the congrega-
tions committed to their charge.

Your Majesty's firm reliance on our loyalty and
affectionate attachment to your Royal person and
Government it shall be our earnest care to justify.
The zeal and prudence which your Majesty has
been graciously pleased to ascribe to the delibera-
tions of former Assemblies, we trust, in dependence
on the Great Head of the Church, will mark the
deliberations of that also which is now" convened.
Our prayer is that, in all our proceedings, we may
be guided by the Wisdom that cometh from above,
and be enabled to advance the glory of God and
the sacred interests of His Church, and to promote
still further the present and eternal welfare of
your Majesty's subjects in our beloved land.

It affords us sincere gratification to welcome as
your Majesty's Commissioner and representative
in this Assembly the distinguished Scottish noble-
man, Alan Plantagenet, Earl of Galloway, whose
courtesy and kindness has won our cordial regard.
His presence among us, as your Majesty's repre-
sentative, we hail as not only a recognition of our
right of assembly, but as a becoming expression
of homage to the King of Kings, and of that happy
union between the Church and the State, which we
hold to be in full accordance with the Word of
God and eminently promotive of the best interests
of the nation.

Your Majesty's donation of two thousand
pounds for the reformation of the Highlands and
Islands we receive with great thankfulness, and
we beg to assure your Majesty that it shall be
our endeavour, by the faithful application of your

Majesty's gift, to promote the important purpose
for which it is bestowed.

That Almighty God, the God and Father of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, may enrich with
all spiritual and temporal blessings your Majesty,
your children, and your childrens' children, and
long preserve you in health and strength in this
present world, and after a prosperous reign on
earth, may confer on you a heavenly crown, is the
earnest prayer of

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's
most faithful and loyal subjects, the
Ministers and Elders of the Church of
Scotland met in this General Assembly.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at
our appointment by

George Cook, D.D., Moderator.
Edinburgh, 22nd May, 1876.

AT the Court at Windsor, the 17th day of
May, 1876.

. PRESENT,
The QUEEN's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

WHEREAS by an Act passed in the first
session of the Parliament, holden in the

first and second years of the reign of Her pre-
sent Majesty, intituled " An Act to abridge the
" holding of Benefices in Plurality, and to make
" better provision for the residence of the
" Clergy," after reciting that" Whereas in some
" instances tithings, hamlets, chapelries, and
" other places or districts may be separated from
" the parishes or mother churches to which they
" belong with great advantage, and places alto-
" gether extra parochial may in some instances
" with advantage be annexed to parishes or dis-
" tricts to which they are contiguous, or be con-
" stituted separate parishes for ecclesiastical
" purposes," it is, amongst other things, enacted
" That when with respect to his own. diocese it
" shall appear to the Archbishop of the Province,
" or when the Bishop of any diocese shall repre-
" sent to the said Archbishop that any such
" tithing, hamlet, chapelry, place, or district
" within the diocese of such Archbishop, or the
" diocese of such Bishop, as the case may be, may
" be advantageously separated from any parish or
" mother church, and either be constituted a
" separate benefice by itself or be united to any
" other parish to which it may be more conve-


