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FRIDAY, MAY 17, .1878

Lord Chamberlain's Office, St. Jame&'i Palace,
March 12, 1878.

NOTICE is hereby given, that Her Majesty's
Birthday will be kept on Saturday, the

25th of May next.

War Office, May 16, 1878.

A DESPATCH, of which the following is a
copy, has been received by the Secretary

of State for War from Lieutenant-General the
Honourable F. A. Thesiger, C.B., Commanding
the Troops in South Africa :—

King Willia-nis Town,
Cape of Good Hope,

Sm, . " April 10,1878.
1. Having been in the field during the last

13 days, and constantly in the saddle, I regret I
was unable to furnish you with a report last mail.

2. By my despatch, dated 25th March, I men-
tioned I had returned to King William's Town, and
was making fresh arrangements for the clearing
of the Buffalo Poort and Perie. Bush. The pre-
liminary arrangements were completed by the
26th March, and on the following day I myself
fixed my head-quarters at Mount Kempt.

3. On the 28th, the forces* under Colonel
Wood, V.C., C.B., Lieutenant-Colonel Degacher,
Lieutenant-Colonel Law, Commandants Frost,
Schermbrucker, Lieutenant-Colonel Warren, R.E.,
and Captain Sansom were in position occupying
posts surrounding the Kafirs under Sandilli.

4. On the 21st March, the Colonial Secretary
telegraphed orders to the Transkei for the imme-
diate despatch of 1,000 Fingoes from that part of
the country, and I was led to believe that they
would arrive about the 28th, on which date I had
arranged to attack Sandilli. They did not arrive,
however, until the 3rd April, and my plan of
operations was consequently very seriously dis-
turbed.

5. On the 28th March, the enemy showed them-
selves in considerable numbers on the open ground
between the Gozo Heights and the precipice west
of Hayne's Mill, and I ordered an attack for the
following morning. The combined movements of
Colonel Wood-and Commandant Frost, in exe-
cuting this order, were well carried out. The Kafirs,
however, made no stand, and almost without
resistance deserted a position which, if properly
defended, must have entailed considerable loss on our
side. The troops encamped on the positions taken.
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