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bered -over 1,000, while - the miniber-of * those ‘on,
he hill itself could not be-ascertained.

" 'The ememy advanced steadilydn. -fhis: forma.-
" .tion, firing.

1 instructed Major . Chapma.n, ?Bth Benga.l
Cavalry, to advance with his squadron, 5o @8 to:
protect my left flank, which he did mest effect-
ually, and relieved me of all a.nxlety mvthat
.«direction.

A party .of the lst PunJa,b Infa,ntry under.
“Major A. Vallings then moved forward 'in skir-
niishing order on the ridges, ‘and the two guns!
of the Jacoba.bad Battery were brought mto;
=8»0t10n
s - After bwo or three rounds the: enemy were seen

" ‘to halt, and some of them made their way upithe:
hills on my right. I-therefore sent Major Hig-
'ginson and Captain L. R. H, D. Campbell, with
‘about two companies of-tbe 1st Punjab Infantry,
-to endeavour to clear. the heights. The heights
‘~were.extremely difficult, but they:tock their men

- up in the most gallant manaer, :and in-the:face:
.of a determined resistance -gained the summiit”
:and drove the enemy. before them, mﬂwtmg very
Jheavy loss.

. .. The descent was. so prempﬂ:ons on thefurther
. side .of the hill ‘that a great number. of the-
enemy were unable to.get away, and wers shutu

_ sor captured in the attempt. .

Meanwhile Major Vallings ‘had-advanced along
our left; driving the euemy before thim, .and,

roundlng the ‘west end -of .the hill, took mp a |

“position on the .further. gide, facmg the hill.over
~which the .enemy were attempting to escape.
.One gun of the Jacobabad Mountain Battery

was detached to accompany Major Chapman, 8th |

Benga.l Cavalry, and. the firing from .this gun
was-seen.to do great execntion. -

The other gun, under- Ca.pta.m ‘Wace, ‘moved.
along the. ridges, coming. into action whenever:
opportumty offered, and making very good

After a little, Ma,]or Vallings advanced up. the |
gorce, where a number of men-were concealed
n caves and behind rocks, and’ drove them: from
_their position.

" The two forces, under Major H:gomson and
. Major Vallings, hamng thus practically touched,
although divided, by, a. precipice, and the enemy
-further pursuit was stopped,

- a.nd the' force. was. ordered to return to. camp,

wluch was reached a.bput 6 pa. -

- The majority of the enemy.were men from

Zhob and Bori, under Malik .Shah.Jehan. -
.Owing to. the smallness of .our numbers, I felt;

it to be absolutely necessary to take theinitiative

before the plans .of the enemy were more fully.

developed, and the very spirited manner in which | '

the troops advanced to the attack and so mgna.lly
«defeated the enemy is worthy'of all praise.

Owing to the small body of British officers:
- -with the column, it folows that all were pro-
- Tainently engaged a,nd. I am deeply 1ndebted to
them all. -

"To Cagtain R Wa,ce and Ineutena.nt R.W.P..
-Robertson: for the, admirable. manner in. which |
: £heir guns were “worked ; to. Major H. Chapman, .
~ i8th Bengal Cavalry, for ithe .very excellent way
. ‘he, handled his, cavalry. and,.protected our left
:ﬂa.nk to Majors T. Higginson:and A. Vallings,
.. 1st. Pun]ab Infantry,. who Jed the men under,
. “their command over, most difficult ground ; and

. 40 Captain_L. R. H. D. Campbell, lst Pun]a.b
.. Junfantry, for the ready a,ssmtﬁnce he rendered to
-Major. Higginson.in crowning the helghts my
l)est thanks are due.

To Major G.U. Prior,. 100tk Regmenb who,
- was leftin command .of - the troops»m <cazi1p, and

-whose . disposition -of ‘thém -relieved me .of:the
anxiety which .I felt.for-its.saféty om aécount of

‘a-ireported ienemy .from :the eastern end .of the
/| valley,:my thanks are due; also. to; Captain:C. A,

de N. “Lucas, “2nd:.Sind . Horse, :and - Lieutenant
R. A.-C. King, Peshawar ;Mountain Battery,
:who acted ith himi. ‘To Captain H. F, Showers,
st Punjab Irfantry, Transport Officer, and Lieu-
{stenant H. L. Wells, R.E., I am.-much-indehted
for . the +willing :manner in. which they . placed
their services at my dlsposa.l a,nd the aas1stance
‘l:ithey rendered,

To :Lieutenatt 'T. ‘C Pears, st Pun]a.b fn-

| fantry,whohas ;been doing ‘the -duties of Staff

Officer to the column,.I-offer my cordial -thanks
for his very willing: assistance- on this- occasion.
‘He is.an officer.ever ready.for:work.. - -t

I regret to say that.our:loss -in this engage-
ment was 2 sepoys of the 1st Punjab Infantry,
killed ; 1 havildar and 4 sepoys of the 1st Punjab
Infa,ntry, vwounded ; :and: 1 -horse (Major Chap-
man’s;8th Bengal: Ca.va.lry) wotnded by-aawdrd
:out. .The loss.of the.enemy-is. estimated at 150
killed ; -number of wounded .niknown. . 22 pri-
soners have been:taken,.5 of -whom are wonnded.
A number of arms,-consisting: of: matchlocks and
A4ulwars, are'in-our ;possession., .. -

‘Major Sandeman, C.S.I, Governor-General’

Agent for Biluchistan,, - a.ccompa.med ae: dnting
the time the erigagement lasted, and I am - nmch
-indebited to-him for -his: valnable counsgel.: .
A nominal roll of :the killed and'wounded and
-alse a.gkétch of ithe ground,..is -attached,:and
.reports; by ‘Major.Prior, Assistant; Qna,rtermaster-
General, and Captain Wace, Royal Artillery..;

Yesterday morning«(26th -March). I sent out
4. reconnoitring. party . under.:the :command  of
Major Higginson, 1st Punjab, Infantry, over-the
scene of .the engagement,. to.- see if- anyga.rmed
‘parties were in the ne1ghbouzhood :

No parties:of the enemy,’ were seen; 108, dead.
| -bodies were found.on the gronnd; amd informa-
tion sivas.given by wounded, men, that. during the
whole night the dead and wounded were. bemg
carried -off. .

-Since the above report Was wmbten, posxfave
iriformation has been received as to.the numbers
of the enemy. Several of the maliks:who were

| engaged. in the attack have since tendered théir

_submission, :to the .Governor-General’s Agent.
Thege men: state that: their. force numbered 3,000
I_nen- -,-~.+ L

Retum of Kzlled Wo'wncled and Mwsmg i1i’ the
Action of Baghao, on the 24th March, 1879.

'éth Bengal Ca,va.lryr @ squa.dron) 1, hprse,
“wounded.*

.1st Punjab Infa.ntry._2 rank a.nd ﬁle, kllled. 1
havildar, 4 rank and file, wounded. “Total' 7
Total—2 rank . and file,killed ;-1 hamldar, 4. rank

. and.file, 1 horse, wounded.: ‘Total.7:"
;‘Grra,nd total—2 imen, kﬂled .5 men;: 1 horse,
wonnded. Total 7, :

1SYUD-BOOT, 27th, Malch 1879
No. 231 K., dated 5th -April, 1879
From L1eutena.nt-General D. M., Stewarb 0 B.,
‘Commanding the Kandahar Field Force,
Qua,rterma,ster-General in India. ., ..
.. .I have the honour to *report for ‘the mforma.-
tion of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,
that .the detachment ma.rgma.lly detaﬂed '[' came

** “Major Clmpma.n s N
~+ Major F. T. Humfrey, 30th Bombny Nu.tlve Infantry,
‘commanding ; .1 ‘native officer-and 30:sabres, 1st Punjab

4-Cavalry-; -native officers and -176 rank and file, 30th -Bom-

bay Native Infantry.
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