4000,

it would be absolutely 1mposmble for our troops to
cross the pass for some time.

His Excellency considers the arrangementsmade,
the perseverance and skill displayed by the officers,
and the excellent behaviour of the troops, worthy
of the highest praise, and while commending all,
wishes to record the important” part taken by
Captain H. B. Borradaile, 32nd Pioneers, and
Lis detachment, who were the first over the pass.

The detailed report of the arrangements made,
by this officer will be found in encTosure D.

6. The Gilgit force first encountered the enemy
in a strong_position at Chakalwat (Derband) on
the 9th April, when Lientenant-Colonel Kclly
with 280 men and two guns defeated a gathering
estimated at 400 to 500 str ong, re'lchmw Mastu_]
the same day, and raising the siege of thf\t place,

whicli had been invésted for whtecn days.

7. A secoud engagement oocurred on the 13th

April, at Nisa Gol. where Lieutenant-Colonél |

Kelly’s force, then 622 men and two gups, again
defeated 1,500 of the enemy under Mahomed “lsa
in a very strong position.

8. Sir George ‘White considers that the tactical
dispositions * of, Lieytenapt-Colonel Kelly were
most creditable to that officer, and that but for the
ability he displayed the loss in attacking such
strong positions held by men armed with Martini’
and Smdcr rifles “ould have been much .greater.
among the, troops ‘and -levies ennaged His
Excell_gggy_ would also express his appreciation of
the manner in which the-{wo guns were handled,
and the excellent fire discipline of the men of thc,
32nd Pxoneers. . !

9. No further opposxtlon "was met wnth, the

enemy retiring as Lieatenant-Colonel Kelly’s
force advanced but considerable phj rsical diffi-
culties’ had su'll to be overcome. .

On thé '17th’ April the bridge over ‘the river

having been broken, the trqops Had to ford it

bleaat high at the imminent risk of béing carried

off lhelr fcet SucceSafully sulmouutmw thege
and other diffibultiés; the foice reached Chitéal on
the £0th Apr:l 1895 twenty-nine days after
leaving - Gilgit. -

Durmg this “period, Llcutenant-(}olonel Kdly
and his small force were completely cat’ adrift

from.their base.; were liable to attack -at almost-

any moment, and liad to contend with formidable

natural obstacles, and' great dlﬂlcu]tlea in respect'

to transport and supplies.

His Excellency therefore ﬁnds it- a ‘pleasing
duty to ‘pblicly-place on record his appreciation-
of the skill aud ability displayed by Colonel Kelly
in the conducet of this Jong and arduous ddvance
to the relief of Chitral ; of the scrvices of the
officers_who so ably seconded him, and of the
exertions and endurance of the troops, all of
which combinéd to crown the undertaking with
success. = .

10; The Commander-m Chief cordially endorses
the commendations bestowed by Colonel Kelly on
the following officers :—Licutenant 8. Bl
Edwnrdes, 2nd Bombay Infantry, Lieutenant J.
8. Fowler, Royal Engineers, both of whom 50
ﬂallanﬂy defended the position at Reshan, before
they ' fell into the hands of the enemy by
treachery ; Lieutenant H. J. Jones, 14th Sikhs;
Lieutenant F.'J. Mobetly, D.S.0., 87th 'Dogtas,
whose defence of ‘Mastuj during its.investment
was coniducted With great credit.

His Excellency also notices with' satisfaction
the excellént services rendered.by..the Kashmir
troops with Lieutenant Moberly and the levies,
viz., those under Raja K Akhbar Khan of Cher
Kila, the Hunzas under Wasir Humayan, the
Nagar under Wazir Taifu, the Sai under Wazir
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Shah Mirza, and the Punyal levies under Raja
Jawahal Shah.

No. 1-C, dated Chitral, the 6th May, 1895, from
Lieutenant-Colonel XKelly, 32nd Pioneers,
Commanding the Gilgit Foree, to the Adjutant-
General in India.

I HAVE thie honour to forward, for the infor-
mation of His Excellency the Commander -in-
Chief in India, the following report of the opera-
tions of the Gilgit Force in ' the relief of Chitral,
from the 28rd March to the 23rd April, 1893, -

2. Abont the 9th February I received orders
from the -Resident in Kashmir to hold half the
82ud Pioneers in readiness to move to Gilgit, but
not to do so tiil I received his or Surgeon-Major
Roberison’s orders. "I therefore selected 400 men
to carry 20 Ib. kits and to move with the 100
mules forming the regimental transport in the
indus Valley.

8. Indus Valley, Gilgit, 14th ‘to 22nd March.
—On the night of the 14th March I was directed
by the Assistant British Agent, Gilgit, to move
my men up'lo Gilgit, whlch I accondmvly did
from Buner and J ulllpun, arriving there on the
20th and 22nd. . .

4. Disposition of troop% remammrr m leult.—
In accordance with your. telegram No. 592- -F- C.
I 'assumed cominand of thie. G‘rllglt Force and-
marched oit with 200 Pioneers, and” dlrected the
other half to escort next day the two guns of
No. 1'Kashmir Mountain Battely, which I Had
suggested ‘should be, brought_ jn from Nomal to
Gilgit, and also called up 200 more Pioneers from
Buner to Gilgit, and directed the remainder of the
32nd Pioncers to discontiiue ‘work on the road
.and proceed to Chilas Fort, releasing 150 Kashmir
‘troops to strengilen the posts along the Indus
lValley in strength at Bunji'and Ramgha.t Bridge.

Gupls-Glnzr 23rd to' 31st March, 1895.—
The two .detachments arrived ‘at- Gupis  on the
261k ‘and 27th March, where_ the mule transport
was changed to coolie and local pony. c.urmrre, ‘to
enable the Government transpoit ‘to work id the
'convey'mce ‘of stores between G)ngt and Gupls.
An opportunity was taken here 'to, further réduce
the stores required.fo Le carried,’ bv droppmg ojr
Ploneer equipment, &c. The ‘march was resumed
again on the 27th, and '28th Mareh, and, Ghiar
‘Was reached by the two coluiuns ‘on the 30th and
31st Marcl, reﬂpectwely, SDOW lymnr on the ground
to the depLh of a foot. '

6. Supplies.—The unfortinate’ absence of Cap-
tain Bretherton,’ Deputy-Assxstant Commlssary-
General in Masty}, was a source .of ‘some anx1ety
as to the supplies available for ‘the column, as I
wished to be mdependent of the stocks that nijght
'be available'in the ‘places wé were 'tttemptmv to’
relieve. At Gupis we ¢ould. not ascerlain what
supplies had been sent forward, and the ‘balazices.
‘there were insufficient fo’ “tdke more, than was,
necessary for' the ‘road, althdugh they ' were nedr
‘the base at Gilgit for replemshmo their atock,.
At Ghizr T found there wis sufficient” for 1000
men for 114 days, and’ probably Siipplies in Mastuj )
for the’ gmrlsou there for- 16, days. . I was able
.after passing Laspur to, somewhat supplement ol
lcsomces locally. ’ )

Txanspoi't —The collecuon of transport at
Grlnzr was a fatter of sonié ditficuliy, and ¢n the
1st April, before marching, it" was foand ~that’
maiy of the Yasgin coolies, had absconded, which
meant that a further reduction-would hiave to be'
made in the supplies to be earriéd. _Af attémpt
was made to bring .them’ back, but. ‘only a. few
‘returned, and I eventually found that I had only



