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great attractions for Great Britain, though her title to it as formerly tributary to Burmah appears to
us evidently sounrl; but its retention by her might prove a serious embarrassment to the cheap and
effective administration by France of her possessions in that neighbourhood.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) SALISBURY.

(Inclosure 1.)
Declaration. "

THE undersigned, duly authorized by their
respective Governments, have signed the follow-
ing Declaration : —

I. The Governments of Great Britain and
France engage to one another that neither of
them will, without the consent of the other, in any
case, or under any pretext, advance their armed
forces into the region which is comprised in the
basins of the Petcha Bouri, Meiklong, Menam and
Bang Pa Kong (Petriou) Rivers and their respec-
tive tributaries, together wish the extent of coast
from Muong Bang Tapan to Muong Pase, the
basins of the rivers on which those two places are
situated, and the basins of the other rivers, the
estuaries of which are included in that coast; and
including also the territory lying to the north of
the basin of the Menam, and situated between the
Anglo-Siamese frontier, the Mekong River, and
the eastern watershed of the Me Ing. They further
engage not to acquire within this region any special
privilege or advantage which shall not be enjoyed
in common by, or equally open to, Great Britain
and France and their nationals and dependents.
These stipulations, however, shall not be inter-
preted as derogating from the special clauses
which, in virtue of the Treaty concluded on the
3rd October, 1893, between France and Siam,
apply to a zone of 2-5 Idiom, on the right bank
of the Mekong and to the navigation of that
river.

II. Nothing in the foregoing clause shall hinder
any action on which the two Powers may agree,
and which they shall think necessary in order to
uphold the independence of the Kingdom of Siain.
But they engage not to center into any separate
Agreement permitting a third Power to take any
action from which'they are bound by the present
Declaration themselves to abstain.

III. From the mouth of the Nam Huok north-
wards as far as the Chinese frontier the thalweg of
the Mekong shall form the limit of the possessions
or spheres- of influence of .Great Britain and
France. It is agreed that the nationals and
dependents of each of the two countries shall
not exercise any jurisdiction or authority within
the possessions or sphere of influence of the other.

The police of the islands in this part of the
river which are separated from the British shore
by a branch of the river shall, so long as they are
thus separated, be entrusted to the French au-
thorities. The fishery shall be open to the inhabi-
tants of both banks.

IV. The two Governments agree that all com-
mercial and other privileges and advantages con-
ceded in the two Chinese provinces of Yunnan and
Szechueneither to Great Britain or France, in virtue
of their respective Conventions with China of the
1st March, 1894, and the 20th June, 1895, and
all privileges and advantages of any nature which
may in the future be conceded in these two
Chinese provinces, either to Great Britain or
France, shall, as far as .rests with them, be
extended and rendered common to both Powers
and to their nationals and dependents, and they
engage to use their influence and good, offices
with $he Chinese Government for this purpose.

LES Soussignes, dument autorises par leurs
Gouvernements respectifs, out signe la Declara-
tion suivante : —

I. Les Gouvernements de Grande-Bretagrie^et
de France s'engagent mutuellement a ne faire
penetrer, dans ancun cas et sous aucun pretexte,
sans le consentement 1'uu de 1'autre, leurs forces
.arme'es dans la region comprcnant les bassins des
Rivieres Petchabouri, Meiklong, Menam, et Bang
Pa Kong (.Riviere de Petriou) et de leurs affluents
respectifs, ainsi quo le littoral qui s'etend depuis
Muong Bang Tapan jusqu'a Muong Pase, ies
bassins des rivieres sur leaquelles sont situees ce.s
deux villes, et les bassins des autres rivieres dont
les embouchures sont incluses dans cette e"tendue
de littoral; et comprenant aussi le territoire situe
au nord du bassin du Menam entre la frontiere
Anglo-Siamoise, le fleuve Mekong, et la limite
orientale du bassin du Me Ing. Us s'engagent en
outre a n'acque"rir dans cette region aucun privilege
ou avantage particulier dont le benefice ne soil pas
commun a la Grande-Brctagne et a l;i France, a
leurs nationaux et ressortissauts, ou qui ne leur
serait pas accessible sur le pied dc 1'egalite. ^Ces
stipulations, toutefois, ne seront pas interpreters
comrne derogeant aux clauses speciales qui, en
vertu du Traite conclu le 3 Octobre, 1893, entre
la France et le Siam, s'appliquent a une zone de
25 kilom. sur la rive droitc du Mekong et a la
navigation de ce fleuve.

II. Rien dans la clause qui precede ne mettra
obstacle a aucune action dont les deux Puissances
pourraient convenir, et qu'elles juger.-dent neces-
saire pour maintenir 1'inde'pendance du Royaume
de Siam. Mais elles s'engagent a n'entrer dans
aucun arrangement separe qui permette a une
tierce Puissance de faire ce qu'elles s'interdisent
reciproquement par la presente Declaration.

IIF. A partir de 1'embouchui-e du Nam Huok
et en remontant vers le nord jusqu'a la frontiere
Chinoise, le thalweg du Mekong formera la limite
des possessions ou spheres d'influence de la Grande-
Bretagne et de la France. II est convenu que
les nation aux et ressortissants d'aucuu des deux
pays n'exerceront une juridiction ou autorite
quelconque dans les possessions ou la sphere d'in-
fluence de 1'autre pays.

Dans la partie du fleuve dont il s'agit, la police
des iles separees de la rive Britannique par un

.bras du dit fleuve appartiendra aux autorit£s
Franchises tant que cette separation cxistera.
L'exercice du droit de pe"che sera commun aux
habitants des deux rives.

IV. Les deux Gouvernements conviennent que
tous les privileges et avantages commerciaux ou
autres, concedes dans les deux provinces Chi noises
du Yunnan et du Setchuen soit a la Grande-
Bretagne, soit a la France, en vcrtu de leurs
Conventions respectives avec la Chine du ler Mars,
1894, et du 20 Juin, 1895, et tous les privileges
et avantages de nature quelconque qui pourront
etre concedes par la suite. dans ces deux memes
provinces Chinoises soit a la Grande-Bretagne,
soit a la France, seront, autant qu'il depend d'eux,
etehdus etrendus communs aux deux Puissances,
a leurs nationaux et ressortissants, et ils s'enga-
gent a user a cet effetde leur influence et de leurs

.bons offices aupres du Gouvernement Chinois.


