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merchantman, the auxiliary vessel of war or
privateer may delay .resorting to the last
extremity until some other measure has been
taken, such as not aiming the third discharge
at the vessel, but approaching it and making a.
fresh notification by word of mouth; but if this
last conciliatory measure prove: frultless, force
w111 1mmed1a,tely be resorted to. - *

= (C.) The visiting vessel will place herseif at
such distance as her Gommander or Ca.ptam may |
think convenient from the vessel to be visited,
agcording to circumstances of wind, sea, current, |
or the susplcldn inspired by the said vessel ; and
if these circumstances make it advisable. for the
beat about to make visit to approach on the

windward side and go to leeward on returning, ]

there is no reason why she shouid not do so.

But if, by existing Treaties between the nations ;
to whxch the.vessels respectively belong, the
distance to be kept is specified, such a clause of |

Conventional Law shall be respected, if the cir- |

‘cumstances of wind, or _current above

mentloned permlt

sea,

(D.) The visiting vessel will send to the mer- -

‘chant vessel a boat with .an officer, who will
effect the visit in question, under a verbal com-
mission frowm his Commanding Officer ; said officer
may board the merchant vesgel in _conepany with
two.or three of the crew of the boat, but it will .
be left to his discretion whether he shalldo so 01
.go alone. -

(D ) The v1s1tmg officar w1ll inform the Cap-
,tam of the merchant vessel that, under com-
mission ‘from the Commander of the Spanish -
'ship of war, or of the auxiliary cruiser (here
follows name of ship of war or auxiliary cruiser),
or from the Captain of the privateer (here follows
nams of vessel), he intends to effect a visit, and
will request him to ‘produce his sailing papers,
or official document which takes their place, in
proof of the nationality of the vessel therein
stated being that of the flag which he has
“hoisted, and to show the port, to which the vessel
is oceedm

hould the first. point be satmfactonly proved
and should the port of destiny prove to be a
neutral one, the visit is thereby concluded.
. But should the vessel be proceeding to a port
belongmg to the enemy of the nation to which
the visiting vessel belongs, the officer will ask
"the Captain of the merchant vessel for the
documents in which the nature of the cargo is
stated, in order 1o ascertain if thore be contraband
"of war; should there be none the visit is
deﬁmtely concluded, and the neutral vessel is at
“liberty to proceed on its voyage; but should
there be contraband its capture is proceeded
“with, but no sea.rch may, in these circumstances,
be: made. - :

- 5 The visiting: officer should have instructions
;from his. Commanding: Officer authorising the
visited vessel to continpe her voyage, if. the
visit has presenled no difficulties, in order that
“the delay may. not be longer than is absolutely
_indispensable.

6..If the Captain-of the v1suted vessel asks to.
have the visit certified the visiting officer will
:accede.to his request and will insert & note in
.the sheet for the day in the ship’s books in the
JSollowing form :—
The Undersigned (rank in the navy) sailing on
.the (gun-boat, cruiser, &c., of His Catholic
-Ma]esty, named . , or the auxiliary
cruiser. or privateer) whose Commanding Officer
i3 ‘(rank and name), certifies that this day at
[hour. of morning ¢r evening), under a verbal
commission from the said Commanding Officer,
‘has carned out the visit of. the (cla.ss of vessel
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name, and nationality of merchant service),
Captain (name of Captain), and ascertained from
the papers shown to him the legitimacy of the

flag w};uch she flies, and the neutrality of her
cargo.

Date . - . el i )

%1guature ‘of v1smn oﬂicer. -

*~ Seal of visiting vessel.

7.. The visit will Tikewise be recoded in’.the
books of the visiting vessel, the followmg
circumstances being stated :—

- (A.) Details of the intimation or intimations
gwen to the visited vessel.

B) Hour of its laying to.

8 Name and nationality of visited vessel
aptain thereof.

(D) Manner in which visit was effected, and
| its result, stating name of officer who executed
it.

(E.) Hour at which vessel was authorized to
proceed.

8. The record of the visit, which, as stated in
Article VI, can be made at the wish .of the
Captain of the visited vessel, will become an
indispensable formality should 'the vessel contain
wounded or sick soldiers, subjects of the enemy,
for in such a case all such persons will, by the
mers act of visit, be incapacitated from bearmg
arms again during the war, in accordance with
the 1st paragraph of the Xth Addltlonal Article
1 of the Geneva Convention.

The visiting officer will therefore in such a
case make a notification of the same to the chief
of the expeditionary force, and will make a note
in the books of the visited vessel in the form
prescribed in Article VI, with the following
addition :—

This vessel contains (number of’ smk and

wounded) individuals (of the army or navy or
both) sick and wounded, subjects of the enemy,
all of whom, by the fact of this visit, are in-
capacitated from bearing arms aga.m durmg the
war, according to paragraph 1 of the Xth
I Additional Article of the Geneva Convention, of
which I have made notificatlion to the Commander
of the expeditionary force, who stated that he
was (here follow rank and name).
. 9. The visit is not an act of ]urlsdlctlon on
the part of the belligerent; it is a natural means
of legitimate defence allowed by international
law, lest fraud and bad faith should assist the
enemy. This right should therefore be exer-
cised with the greatest moderation by the belli-
.gerent, special care being taken to avoid causing
the neutral any extortion, damage, or trouble,
that is not absolutely justifiable.

In consequence of this, the detention of the
ship visited should alwaysbe as short as possible,
and the proceedings restricted as far ag they
can be, their exclusive object being, as explained,
Tor the belligerent to asceitain the neutrality of
the ship, and in case of its neutrality (if bound
for a port of the enemy) the inoffensive and
neutral description of its cargo.

It is not necessary, therefore, to demand during
the visit any other documents than those proving
'these two conditions, for what the belligerent
requires is to prevent any damage, favouring, or
a.smsbmg the.enemy; to prevent assistance ‘and
help being furnished to them that may contribute
directly to the prolongation of the war, and not
to be assured that all ships belonging to neutral
Powers are provided with all the documents
required by the laws of their country. .

.10. In consequence of the visit the vessel is
captured in the following cases :—

(1.) If the nationality of the.vessels proves to
:be that of the enewy, uiiless covered . by the



