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twenty-one wounded, the lattér namber including
two officers. The benrmcw of our men under a
heavy flanking fire was all that could be desived,
and they worked splendidly. .

" On 28th June a courier arrived from Sir’ Robert
Hart; and.another on the following day, both
with roessages from Peking of the same date
(8'a.m.) 24th J une), “Qur case. 1s deSpel ate,.come
at once;” y

. The Chirisse of this da.y ﬂooded a part of the
country near the .western.quarier of the native
cify .by .6pening the -Grand Canal,. whether for
their” own" protection ‘of with a view of injuring
us-i§* ‘uncertain;. but- we* have not suffered in
consequence; a3 the floods are of small area, and
near the native city,

On 4th July, at 5 am,, “the Chinese, opened fire
from several guiis whlch had'béen mounted near
the railway:bridge: over a canal: About noon
lafgid bddies of troops were seen moving towards
the western arsenal, but-on being shelled kept
at . a- distance’ out of range. About 4 p.m.
Ohinese  troops. on- the ‘other side” of the river
attacked the raiiway station, but were repulsed.

On 4th- July two:additional 12-pr. guns were
received from ¥ Terrible” .and two 9-pr..(about)
Kruﬁp'gvuns from forts at Taku to oppose. the
enemy's guns, our guns up io this time being
one 12:pi; Q.Fi, two 9-pr. M. L ﬁeld guny, and
three- 6-pr. Hotchkiss:

.On the forenoun of . 6th July an attempt was
made to -take a small gun (about. 1-pr. Q.F.)
which had been pushed up within short range of
the settlement, and whose position had been dis-
covered: The attempt would have been quite
successful, tho .Chinese being taken .by surprise,
but it was: found to be .on .the opposite side of
the river, and the nearest br 1dge was too much
exposed to. risk crossing it.

‘About noon .a bombardment of forts in the
native city, and -of -the arsenal, took place, the
two 12-pr. guns of * Terrible ” bemg assisted by
the French:and Japanese field guns. The guns
iri the Chinese forts were silenced by our guns;
the French guns set fire to the Viceroy’s Yamén,
and the" Japanese :guns shelled the .arsenal,
where two guns were mounted, and kept them
from firing at the 12-prs. while thoy were eng'sg'ed
with the forts in the city.

In the afternoon‘Major Bruce, lst (Jhmese
Reglment, voluntecred to make an attempt to
silence tha 1-pr. Q.F. gan above-mentioned by the
fire of a 9-pr., which he said could be taken by a
road he knew; sheltered from the enemy’s. fire, to
within close range. The road was.found to be
too narrow for the gun, and it .was. then unfor-
tunately decided to-use the main road, which
was" swept by :the enemy’s fire. The gun and
riffe fire was too heavy forthe 9-pr. t0 be brought
into acfion, and the.force retired with the loss of
two killed and five wounded, the latter including
Major Bruce and Mr. F. Lsda.lle, midshipman, of
:H.MS % Barfleur,” both sdverely. = .

.On 7th -July: at noon another bombardment

was made. asou. the. prevnous day, partly to keep
down' the incessant.Chinese . shell" fire on the
European ‘seftlements: 'Our fire was Teturned-by
various guns, mostly very difficult to locate, thé
flash being among'at ruined housges. For half an
hour the.enemy’s practice was very good.
* .Meanwhile a Japanese ¢avalry reconnaissance
~was-made to.the south-west: towards the. race-
course, which at oice unmasked a heavy rifle
fire from:that-position.: Thé Chinese for the last
day or two<had: evidently been trying to work
round to.the west and south: from: the native
city, perhaps with a view to cut.tmg our com-
munications by river.

:On 8th instant it. was a.rranged that & combined
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moveément of -‘Japaness, British, -Rusgian, 'and
American forces: should 'be made -at daylight
next morning (9th July) to clear-the enemy
out of -their position near the race-course. A
force of mearly 1,000 British (400 nav,al);tmder
the command of BngadLer -Gengral Dot wdrd; wa

sent. as- supports;~the- Americans: Seity 150 and
the Russians 1400, tha’ latteit bemg ih Fesery®;
vhe-‘wholé bemg -under ~the kommand- of - the
Japanese general (Brlgadler-General Fukashima);
- Before daylight-6n 9th-Juily:this :foree moved
in a southerly direction and’ then whegled to ‘the
right ;" the .Japanese theh ‘brought-their field
guns and: those’ of the Heng Kong Attillery
into a.ctlon agamst the Chlnese, who occupled a
village ““nédr - tli¢’ race-course. -The’ Japshese
cavalry on the_left'camé on’ a. body of Boxers,
whom they cha,rged ‘and -dispersed; kll-hng»about
200; the infantry-in -the’ meantime adva.ucéd‘to
some earthiworks and ‘captured- four 3ipy. Kru pp
guns-and about ‘fifty* rifles. .~ “Fheé - force!'fhen
continied its:advahée in-a- northerly difection
and-occupied a village immediately sodth-of ‘the
arsenal, and afterwards adyanced towards ‘the
arﬂenal a guan in-the south-wesb cotner: of “the
clty opened fire, but-was ‘silenced.” At the sane
time a Japanese maval -force and ' Américan
mharines " advanced- along- ‘Sankolin’s* Wall from
thé Settlement, and -éntered: the western arsenal
from that direction at the same time as the
forces from the wést. The arsenal was found
to be evacuated, but tw‘o ‘guns, about- 9:pr.
Krapp, were taken .'in-‘it. The Japanese
advanced beyond the arséna.l towards the -south
wall of the city, but the Chinesa troops were
collected in force, dnd & heavy fusillade’. with
gui fire-and-“ siping "+ réndered it jnadvisabla
to. contiiue, and aftef buarning " the -arsenal—
which was decided to be untemable by us;and
rendering ‘it so by the- Chinese, the Forces re-
turned. . It is estimated that the:'Chinese lost
about” 300 to- 400 in kitled. OQur casualues
(uaval) were one killed and three wounded. -

The Russians ° durmg the 10th constructed
some pontoons, intending thiat night to ‘convey
them to the -Lutai Capal ("north-east from ‘the
cntv) ‘to .enable -thein to cross’ and attack the
Chinese-on their: Ieft, flank on ‘the othér ‘side,
about a mile froni the city, where they had made
a strong, gosntxpu for themselves with severd,l
guns, The co-operation of the other Alliés was
asked, and parties told off from eich natlonahty
as supports.and in réserye, but late tha.t night it-
was discovered that the pontoons wére not*'ﬁt
for the work ‘intended. " This i to be xeg'reﬁted
as a successful attack-on the left ba,nk following
up that on the right two d,ays prevxqusly ‘wéuld
have had an excellent éffectand” done much*to
discourage the Chinese.,. I hope it 1s only post-
poned for a short time. . - :

Barly ; jon the . morping. “of the llth J uly a
most . determined. ‘attempt , was . made - by’ thé
Chinese, -ini force, to. take he. rmlway Stationy
which- has always-been one. of 'their main, points
of attack, either to.destrey the. rollmg; stqck or
0 acquire a near position-fromr which ta; bombard
the. Settlement. - The fight, lasted.for three.
and.was stubbornly. ‘contested, When'the. Ghm.ese
were finally driven :6ut ;. the losséd of - the Alties
in killed and wounded were. fully 150, prineipally
between the Fiench .and Japanese. The Chinesé
Toss-must ha.ve heen:’ very heavy, but cannot be
accirately given., ~ ~

- ‘About.nidday the forts:iii the. natlve clty were
bombdrded-fof one hiour-by British and -French
guns, - Thé « Terrible’s ” 12-prs. and one of the
“ Algerine’s ¥ 4-inch Q.F. did good work, -and
demolished thie pagoda in the fortusedas a look-



