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smaller magazines, and exploded some charges
in it. She also had one or two below the water
line.

The “1ltis” also lost her. gunner and seven
men killed, while the Captain and about 30 men
were wounded. The wanner in which this ship
was fought was the admiration of the whole
squadron.

The “ Lion” had one man wounded, since dead.

The * Koreytz” had two officers and several
men killed and wounded.

The * Bobr ” had no casualties.

I have, &c.
R. H. JOHNSTON STEWART,
Commander,
‘Rear-Admiral James A. F. Bruce,
Commanding H.M. Ships
and Vessels at Taku.

Tiuclosure in Letter of Rear-Admiral,- China
Station, dated 27th June, 1900, No. 24.

List of Guns captured in North-West Fort,
Takn, 17th June.

Number. Calibre, &c Description.

4 12 c.m. Krupp, B.L.
4 12-pr. Smooth bore, M.L.
8 40-pr. Rifled, M.L.
2 5-in. Va.v'lseur, B.L. .
4 8 c.m. Kropp field g-uns, B. L
3 4-in, Brass, Rifled, M.L
3 8 c.m. Krupp, iron curiages,

B.L
4 G-pr. Smooth bore, wooden
’ carriages, M.L.

) (:um be'n ing on the River.
4 12 ¢m.  Krupp, B.L.
5 40-pr. Swmooth bore, M.L,
2, H-in. Vavaseur, B.L.

.2 8 cm. Krupp, on field carriages,

) Chinese killed at N.W. Fort.
Found dead, 450.
. Estimated by prisoner to have been thrown
into moat by Chinese, 50.

-Lebter No: 26 from the Rear-Admiral on the
China Station, dated 11th Jnly, 1900,
" No. 26. ¢ Barfleur,” at Taku,
Sir, 11th July, 1900.

* IN ‘continuation of my General Letter No. 24,
of 27th June, I have the honour to report the
‘following proceedings at this port.

The Council of Admu‘als sa.t on the 5th and 6th
instant!

I forward a repmb from Lleutenant and Com-.

‘mander Keyes, H.M.S, “ Fame,” of the destruc-
tion of the Hsin Cheng Fort. -

This fort commanded the river, and it is most
important that.it. should have been destroyed.

It is with much pleasure I forward to their

Lordships a letter reccived from the Russian:

-Admiral, conveying the appreciation expressed
by Captam Dobrovolsky, who. commanded -at
Taku during the attack on the Taku forts, for
the services "of the British on that occasion ; my
reply to Admiral Hiltebrandt is also "enclosed.

¢ H.M.S. “ Whiting ” returned from Nagasaki
"on the 9th July, Ii
p‘edltlbnsly and _efficiently executed by the
'Nhgasakl Dock Company, and I have asked Her
Majesty’s Consal at that port to convey to the
direstors my thanks, they having put aside other
" workin order to hasten her.

* A ‘cdmposite squadron was despatched to Sl‘a,n, .
The! |

‘hai kwan on the evening of the- 8th instant,
“decitior- ¥o sond this sgua,da on- was 1ea,ched a.t
*ttie"Couneil 6f 5thiuly, F221 5 .o 2.

'~ Thie Bpuedron co‘nsﬂsﬁédo‘f’ 4.1 Glerman (HanSa,

ler:repairs having been ex- |
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Senior . Officer); .1 French;
Russian; 1 British (¢ Aurora”)
Phis squadron returned to Taku to-da,y
I have, &c. " -
JAMES BRUCE.,
' Rear-Admlml
The Becretary, the Admnalty :

1 Jd apanege I |

“n et

Enclosure to letter from ‘thé Rea.l -Admxral ‘on

%he China Station, dated 11th Juty, 1900,

0. 26.
Reporting the Destru}cﬂ:‘txon of the Hsin Cheng
ort
H.M.8. ¢ Fame,” at Taku,
SIR, . 26th June, 1900.
I HAVE the honour to report that, in accord-
ance with your order of the 25th mstant to
reconnontre, and if possible destroy all munitions
of war in the Hsin Cheng Fort, I embarked
Lieutenant Duncan and 12 men of H.M.S.
“ Algerine,” at 6 a.m. this day, and proceeded up
the river.
On-arriving there I anchored the Fame”

the most suitable position for covering the
operations and landed with 32 men, 24 being
armed with rifles, the remainder with cutlasses
and pistols. After posting septries and taking
every precaution against surprise I.entered the

| fort without opposition and blew up .the maga-
| zine and disabled the gans.

The guns disabled were six iu number, and
were 15 cm. Krupp B.L. on recoil mountings ;

| these guns command the river and Tientsin Road,

and if they were properly manned the passage
of the river would be extremely difficult tv force.

| They were in excellent order.

A 2i-lb. charge of guncotton was placatl
under the truntiions of each’.gun with the result
that the carriagé was shattered. and. bent and
the gun rendered unservxcea.ble, but, except in
one case when a primer was also placed in the
breech of the gun, the guns themselves were
not permanently injured should they be 1:eqmred
for Her Majesty’s Service. :

The magazine contained about 50 tows of
powder pebble, prism, black and-small grain. .

The explosion was very.severe, and though I
took every precaution to - -ensure the safety of
my men and the villagers, I regret to:have to
report that two men were slightly mJured by
the falling débris at a distance of a. quart.er of a
mile from the magazine. .

It is possible that there is more ammunition, in

.the fort, but the time at my dlsposal was limited
‘and did not admit of a systematic search being
-made. .

: The 6-in. B.L. shell room was not dxs—
covered

On the outs1de, to the eastward of the fort
there is a large store of projectiles (round) for
the numerous obsolete - gnns ‘Wwhich- -evidently
were mounted all round the rampants and if the

-three .cavaliers; also some hundreds of war

rockets, and the carriages and limbers of - 27
field pieces—the guus for these could not Ye
found.

I would submit that farther mvestxgatwu be
made, as munitions of war must presumably
still remain there in large quaantities.

Mnr: Baldwin (the manager of the mining com-
pany), “who. accompanied me, acted asinter-
preter,‘and his servicés were invaluable; .« 7. "

- Lieptenant Duncan ivas in ¢harge of : the gua-
cetton party’s he perfonmed the work w1th
ce1enty and great success. ’ )

- o Ihave&c S,
N IR “ROGER. KF‘YES
-w Liedtenant and. Lommander.

To Qa.ptam Gem ge Warrender, ;5 .. . i:
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