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Bast of Reddersbnrg". fie pursued at once, and
after a gallop .of 7 miles effected the -capture.of
'IS prisoners and 30" horses. The. commando
'engaged consisted of 120 men, who fled in a
north-easterly direction, followed by'a detach-
ment of Sir Henry Rawlinson's mounted troops,
under Major Gosset, who took 5 other "prisoners
before abandoning the pursuit. " :

Sir Henry Rawlinson then returned to Eden-
bnrg to obtain supplies, and on 30th August again
left the railway with the intention of crossing
"the Caledon River at Bastard's Drift and moving;
~thence_"towards Zast.ron. At Bastard's Drift, on
1 st September, he received intelligence that "the

.Transvaalers were working towards the Orange •
River. He accordingly pushed on after 'them
along" the Basuto border, and hearing1 from
native sources that parties of Boers were
making their way west from Vechtkop'-to the

"Elandsberg, made a night march on the 7th
towards the Koesberg. This placed him to
the south of a number of the enemy, whom
he drove north on the 8th from a position which
they had taken up in the vicinity of the Elands-
"berg.

'A commando, under Smuts, "had, ho'weyer,
already passed towards-the river, and, m" spite
of the close proximity of Colonel Tborneycroft's
'troops to the/east of Rouxville, was successful
on 4th September in crossing 'unobserved into
Cape Colony at Kiba Drift. "General Hart, with

•his'mobile troops from Aliwal, was on this date
at Driefontein Drift, and he was about to move
still '-further to the east when the news of the
enemy's passage of the river necessitated imrae.-
diate pursuit in Ihe direction of Ladygrey.

- The operations against Kruitzinger, who is
still in the Zastron district-, continue, and
Generals French and Hart have despatched
troops eastward -to follow those, who have
effected a crossing. Colonel Pilcher's column,

-recalled to Bethulie from-the Caledon valley'to
reinforce General French', reached Burghersdorp
on 7th September. • ;• •

Major-Ueneral Bruce Hamilton's Operations in
South-Western Orange River'Colony.

3. With the exception of Major Damant's
column, which was detached, as already shown

•to the east of the railway, Major-General -Bruce
Hamilton's troops have continued to operate in
the south-western portion of the Orange" River
Colony, where several successes- have been ob-
tained against the commandos under the two
Hertzbgs, Lategan, and Nieuwhoudt.

The most important of these successe's occurred
near Vaalhoek at daybreak' on 25th "August,
when, after a night march by Liebehberg's Pah,

- Slaghtkraals aridllitkomst, Lieut-Colonel Lowry
Cole completely surprised'a party of 80 Boeis
under Munnik Hertzdg. The extent of the kloof
in which their laager la}' prevented Lieut.-Colonel
Cole from surrounding it on all sides, but he
secured a position at dawn which enabled him to

• capture 14 prisoners, 29 rifles, 54 saddles, 43
horses, and all the enemy's baggage,-whilst the
fugitives who escaped towards "the Joostenberg
were kept under artillery and musketry fire for

' fully 20 mioutes. -' " -• -
The Operations of Brigadier-General Plumer a&d

Colonel Henry in Southern Orange- River
'Colony. ' " " '

4. After fulfilling his role of blocking the exits
to the west 'during Major-General Elliot's move
from the-¥aal to the Modder River, Brigadier-
General Plumer returned on lUh' August to
Modder River Station, bringirig in with -hioi

"32 prisoners, 346'horses, 566 cattle, 28 wagons,
• and 39 carts. . ' *

On 15th August he again, 'left Modder River

Skatton, with" •'Instinictioii8'"fey- operate- -'bef
the Orange "and Modder -Rivers'- in - an area
bounded on the west by-the Kimberley railway
and oh the'east, by a, line drawn thrpTSga
Paardeberg Drift- and" Ltickho'ff.-'-'7'The "force
tiioved south "-in" four-snlaH columns,-' Liqiffc*-
Colonel -Cplvin's troops -bu'the- right passing
through Dobrnhoek and'Roedepau -to Zdiftpans*-
drift on the Orange River, and- "Lieut.-Colonel
Sir J. Jervis on the left/ through'-KoffyfonteiS
and- Luckhoff-. "Hardly a -Boer was seep-; ttie
columns were only" able -'to'dJscdver abo'ut-2?®
head "of cattle-in this "deserted; distfrfcty "and*:
2Ist August 'Brigadier-General - Piuraep
again 'eoriceiitrated- "his Columns 'at- Zcmt
drift. From 'this "point, on the 23rtl "Aug'uStffre
moved east along the "right bank of l.he'Orangfe
River towards Sprin^fpntein-Norval's Pont Itrie
of railway, searching fo.r any -Bo'ers wh6 slight
be'lurking in-the Kloofs of the""Orange 'Rtver
valley, and watching -for any ppty which might
be driven "6ut of Cape'Colony by the pressure
of General,-French's columns from thV- -sduthr.
One -such -opportunity occurred;-t When "near
Tafelkop:. a few miles south o f ' PhilippoHS,
'General Plumer's" mounted troops encountered
-a commando,'- under Lategan* which had ' feeen
forced out of Cape Colony-near -Z«nd~Drift,-anti
•had already been roughly handled, after -crossin'g,
by Lieut.-Colonel-' Byhg. This' party was Iftftly
pursued- in a " north-easterly direction,-^ a&d
Brigadier-General" Plumer '"was able to effect
the capture of 8 prisoners, "4, rifles, _44-hofseS,
and 11 vehicles. - -' ""' •' ••/•>

Brigadier-General •••Planter's- force Veaghetl
Prior's Siding and Springfontein 911 the might
of-30th August, and left again immediately, for
the Smithfield district 'to assist Major-General
C. Kriox in his search for JKruitzinger. • F-roin
Boshof Colonel Henry-was directed to move ."to

-the Luckhoff district,'and" hV-has since -been
operating'do that neighbourhood; - - ->";-'

Major-General Elliot's Operations 'in Eastern^
-Orange-River "Colony.' -\»

5. -Major-General Elliot" rested-' -his • troops 4t
Glen from the 13th to"the 18th of- August:-;'jOn

•the latter date he moved out-to place his columns
on a . general' line, Glen-Sainiah'^"'Post-Eiady-
-brand, preparatojy "to -undertaking a sweep|*iriia
north-easterly direction, which was -to terminate
with a wheel oii -to-'the Witftebergen Mountain^.
It-was hoped that this wheel would- toerrtTie
means of driving a* nurhber of BoefS'east torwards
"the-"Brandwater'ibasin,--which had- been-'oTiCupled
"in anticipation by" Jilajbr-General "iCaffiphBU's
column from 'Harrismith.' • On 'General Eltiot's
leftj'Lieut.-Co'lonel"Barker and" Major-Pine-Goffia
were'to move otft fiJb'm Wiriburg aTid'co^'operate
towards' th6 Tabaksberg and' Doornberg? Whilst
the troops of Brigadier-'GJeneral "-Spen's, Coloirel
Riming-toh, and Lieut.-Colonel • WUsOrf.'-'Xv^re
disposed in. the Senekal'fdis'trict', with the pbjebt
of intercepting" any bodies of "t;tie' enemy 'w.brch
might be driven north by the action of Gerfenal
Elliot's force. On 29th August'"Geiieral'EHibt
ordered his four columns to converge,r-by a, night
march, "upon the • KoranuabeTg, -" 'where Com-
mandant Haa'sbruck was- ̂ reported 'toeB6,^yith
3"00 "inefi. -Tii© K^ranriabergv was'-sarPoaMded
on" three sides, the-Mounted~Infa.ntry co-operating1

from- Thabanchu ^and Ladybratid;.whilst Ctdorfel
Barker and MajOr"Pirie-Coflihrtook.up a position
to cut off the -effemy's- probable retreat. tto-Vbe

lDoornberg. No signs of "Haasbruck,-" ho waver,
could be seen, arid tire men of Colonel'Lowe's
Brigade, who'scaled -the heights on foot; found
only some 20 Boers-on the Summit, two of whom

- were killed-and one wounded. . " - '. *>
On 22nd August a 'party of the Black W-atch


