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then coutinued their withdrawal still further
‘notth-into a most difficult and inaccessible
“colntry the pursuit was abandoned, and Colonel
“Kekewich marched southupon Wokhuter's Kop,
“whilst~Colonel Allenby moved West of the Hex
«Riyer towards Rustenburg:™

Ou S8lst’ Angust Colunel Kekewu,h left
- Wolhuter’s K op for Rustenburg and Magato Nek
to! pa,rh ipate ir some combined operatlons
.agaifist eneral Kemp's -commando on the
wgstern" side’ of the Magaliesberg. Colonel
‘A]ienby preceded him with the same object,
‘moving to Bashoek (1922), at the northern
e‘ttremlty of the Magaliesherg range.

Brlga.dler-Geneml Gilbert Hamilton’s Opera-
_: tions in the Ventersdorp District
.- 10. On'S8th August, as he approashed Venters-
-dorp from the south Brigadier-General Gilbert
Hamilton was instructed to clear ‘the country
east of Lwhtenburg as far as Tafel Kop.
In “this distr 1ct he soon came info contact
. with Liebenberg's commando, but,. despite every
.effort to “overtake it, and repeatéd forced
.mjrches by day and moht General Hamllton
. Was never able to bring the enemy to a serious
a.ctlon, and had to rest “contént with the captnre
9i a few prisoners and ca'tle, Hé returned to
~Ventersdorp oni 11th August, and then moved
srapidly north to co- opemte wu;h the Carabineers
‘{detachel under Major "Butler from Culonel
. Allenby’s column) in « simultaneous attack upon
Koperfontem (560) and Basfoutein (923) This
_attack was successfully delivered on the morning
.of the 14th, and resulted in the capture of 10
_prisoners, 87 ‘wagons, anl 100 cuktle. Three
"Boérg were klllt‘d sur own casualties being
.1 officer and 1 maa killed:and 5 men wounded.
‘Major Butler with the Carabinesrs then rejoined
_Qulone] Allenby at Damhoek.

Oa 15th Aagust General Hamilton again re-
connome:l towards Tafel Kop, capturing '3 Boers

and | wagon, anl on the 19th he returned to

enter sdorp. His sabsequent movements in
‘Gonnecti n with the combined aperations against
"General Kemp are alluded to later.

Opera,tlons of Lord Methuen and Major-General
Fet}?tersbouhauwh in South-Western Trans-
vaal

‘* 11. At-the conclasion of their work in the

Marokani range and the valley of the Hart's

“River near Taunangs, Lorl Methuen and Major-

‘(reneral Fetberstonhaush were directed to

‘march back by parallel routes to Klerksdorp.

MaJor—Geanl ‘Fetherstonhang”, whose force

‘had reached Taungs on 8th August, started for

“this return movement on the 9bh H* m iwrched

in two columns along the right bvik of the

*Vaal, searching the kioofs for hidden parties

“of ﬁhe enemy and destroying a cnsiderable’

’ “quantity of supplies. Liet.-Colunel Hickie was
“unfortunate in- failing to meet with any large
“number of Boers, but on the 19th, when near
"Wolmaranstad, Lieut.-Colonel E. Williams ob-
“tained information that a convoy, under Com-
“mandant Vermaas, was to the north of him, near
Katdoomplaats (23). He accordingly sent his
-wagons, uonder escort, towards' Leeuwfontein
(7)) to give the appearance of a continnance of
the march in that direction, and then with his
" Australians (New South Wales Mounted Rifles
_and Bushmen)made a ra,pxd night march upon
Katdoornplaats, which he reached at 6. L5 a.m. on
“the following marning. Their wheal tracks
“ showed Colonel Williams the direction tiken by
" the Boers, and, after a gallop of 12 miles, he was
able fo ride’ down'and ¢apture the whole convoy,
“with 18 prisoners, 65 ox-wagons; - 14+ other
. vehicles, and 1 500 c.mle Auaongst the
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prisoners were the lale Landrost of Bloemhof
and Du "Toit, a telegraphist, with: complete
tapping apparatus. Dauring this very successful
enterprise the Australians covered G0 miles in-27
hours, and -brought away with J;ham evu:y one
of the captured vehicles. .. <

General Fetherstonhaugh’s “two Jcolumns
reached Klerksdorp on the 22nd a.nd 23rd of
August.

Lord Methuen left Tauntrs on llth Aug:ust
and moved towards Klerksdorp, on~ General
Fetherstonhaugh's left. He was ehgaged duting
his march with commandos under General
Delarey and Commandant Veérmass, and .was
ablé to bring into Klerksdorp on- 22nd August
13 prisoners of war, 23 voluntary surrenders,
400 trek oxen, 1,848 other cattle, 43 wagons, 19
carts, 76- horses, and 8 mules. Several Boers
were killed and wounded in' the fighting which
took place, Lord Methuen’s casunalties being
1 man kilied, 1 Officer and 8 men wounded. .

An effort- was now made to encircle General
Kemp, who, with 800 men, was reported to-be
in the hills south-west of Olifant’s -Nek. . The
columns employed in this attempt were those of
Colonels Alienby and Kekewich, which -were
moving, as already shown, towards Bashdek
(1022) and Magato’s Nek, Brigadier-General
Gilbert Hamilton's troops, which had marched
from Ventersdorp to Naauwpoort (214),  and
the -forces which had just arrived at Klerksdorp,
unier Lord Methuen and Major-General Fether-
stonhangh.

At noon on 1st September the situation was
as - follows :—Lord Methuen, who- had _left
Klerksdorp on 27th August at Brakfontein
(278); Lient -Colonel Hickie (of Major-General
Fetheratonha,ugh' command) at Bankdrift
(549); General Fetherstonhaugh at Leeuwfon-
tein (839): Lieut.-Colonel Williams between
Rietfontein (911) .and Syferwater; Brigadier-
(General Gilbert Hamilton holding the ground
between Zandfontein (256) and VI ikfontein
(584); Colonel Kekewich at Magato’s Nek;'and
Colonel Allenby at Bashoek (1022) extendmg
his right towards Lord Methuen’s left. (Cleneral
Kemp on this date was appwently within the
encircling cordon, but a necessary movement of
Lord Methuen's troops, who were covering a
good deal of ground to block a reported attempt
at escape towards Lindley’s Poort, ecabled -the
Boer leader to turnsharp to the west 'and breakout
. through the increased interval between Lord
Methuen andColonel Hickie. His escape,however,
was only partial, for, though his. mounted men got
through, a large body: "of dismounted Boers,
wagons, carts, ammumtlon, and stores.werg !eft
betiiud secreted in the kloofs of this rugged
country. At least 189 prisoners are already in
our hands, and Major-General TFetherstonhaugh
continues to search for others who wmay shll
be hiding. 14,000 rounds of ammunition, and
a large quanmty of supplies have also been cap-
tured,

At the conclusion of this operation which may
be said to have terminated on 3rd September,
Lord Methuen returned to Zeerust, and Brigadier-
General Hamilton was directed to march, on
Kaffir’'s Kraal {1853), 15 miles north-west of
Klerksdorp. Colonel Kekewich remained upon
the ground for a day or two, to assist General
Fetherstouha.ugh in his search for any stragglers
of Kemp’s force, and on 7th September moved to
Middelfontein (622) ou his way back to Naauw-
poort (214). -

Colonel Alleuby. was reca.lled by Rustenburg*,
to Commando Nek, which he will reach oo
9th Septembor. His return march has_been

ma,rked ;by a well-ma,naged sm:pns.e of a Boer
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