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terminated in the capture -of - the ‘whole party of

the enemy. :Firther: to the south an endeavour
to- pénetrate Genéral Elliot’s screen, near Deel-
fontein (282), was promptly “and-* gallantly
- repulsed by the 7th  Dragoon Guards, who drove
back the burghers with:a loss of four men ‘and

28 hiorses kllled and ﬁve men and 16 horses'

captured; - R

A few of the ene"ny \vbo dll succced in
escaping from the encircling cordon weré Liotly
pursued - in-the direction of Reitz by the-18th
Hussars, "whb *picked up 54 exhausted -horsés

abandoned Dy the Boers in their flight. - '’

‘At the conclusion of this operation the whole

of- General Hamilton’s ¢olumns turned ‘about, ad |
in conjunction with thé troops of General Elhot

and ' Colonel Barkér on their right stvept back

north again to-a line Kopjes Station—Heilbron— |

Frankfort, a movement - which resulted in the
capture of 22 prisoners. From this line General
Hamilton ‘with the -columns -under  Brigadier-
Geuveral - Spens, Colonel Mackenzie, Colonel
Allenby, Lieutenant-Uolonel Duff, ani Lieutenant-
Colonel Lawley passed on to the Greylingstad—
Héidelburg ‘railway, where they arrived on the
15th May.

After their arrival on the Kopjes—ankfort
line; Major-General Elliot, Colonel Barker, Colonel
Rimington, Colonel Nixon, and Culonel Garratt

were employed for some da)s in clearing away’

growing crops from an area marked by Heilbron
~—Frankfort—Majoor’s Drift—lindley, and, on

the 15th May, their troops were orderel in to]

Frankfort, Heilbror, and the railway line.
7. Nothmg whatéver of importance has hap-
pened during the past month on the Natal

fréntier, where Lieutenant-Colonel G, A, Mills

hds" assumed command of the column hitherto
udder“charge of Colonel Colville, This force
bas, since the middle of April, remained in obser-
vation of the local:Boets who are still frequent-
ing-the- Utrecht distifct.- Six prisoners and some
horses and stock-were taken by Colonel Mills at
Holkrantz(128) on the 8rd May, as the result of
a night march.through' the mountains to the east
of Utrecht.

On thé 6th May, a party of guides and local
farmers, supported: by a"detachment of Imperial
Yeomanry, made a-Successful night expedition

from Muller's Pass-to Wagenmaker's Viei, across | ¥
. the ‘Orange Rivetr Colony boundary, which led
'Mat.]esfoutem, the 2nd Battalion Royal Fusiliers

to~ the capture of -Field-Cornet Meintjes, two
Frée Staté Artillery snen,'and two other burghers.

8. -In"-the North-eastern area of Cape Colony,
our troops have continued duriug the past month
to'press the scattered stragglers of Bezuidentiout’s
commando, which became more and more reduced
by captufeés ‘and- sutrenders. ‘

Thé -distiicts ‘betweén the East London and
Cape Town—-De Aar railways remained ‘clear ‘of
the’ enemy §'bands, with the eéxception of a party
of sonie 200 men “under Fouché, Malan, and Van
Heerden, who, i in spite of ‘the unremitting activity

of>tHé "columns: under 'Lieutenant-Colonels W.'

Doran, B.-Doran; aid - Baillie, still clung to ‘the
mohitains about Murraysburg and Richmond.
On- the’ night_of the 18th-May, Commandant
Van' Héerderr, who' had momentarily disengaged
hlmse]f from the pursuit of our troops, attempted
g enter the :village ‘of Aberdeen with 100
follow&rS:* * "The ‘4ttempt,: however, ‘was com-
plebely tépulsed by the little garrison under

Captiin~ Studd,” : Obldstream’ Guards, who drove’

baek-thiy" Boels ‘with a loss of three killed,
including® Loxnmandﬂ.np Van Heérden himself.

Oii*the 20th May, Coramanddnts Fouché and
Malan fuimed éastward; having probably ledrned
that General French was concentrating- a large
nuinber“of trébps-against them.. They crossed

- garrison,
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the Graaf Reinet'railway near Aberdeeni Road in
the ‘first instance, a direction -whick brought-"
them- into ‘contact - with the columnsunder -

-Majors Follet; -and Lord"Lovat, the latter of -

whom came up.with Fouché at dawn on the

_-2lst, and captured his entiré: laager, tog'ethm ¢
with four prisoners and 85 horses. *
- 1 A week later Commandant Malan fell mto the '

hands of our troops, having been ‘left behind at -

-, farm, near Sheldon .Station, suffering from “&

dangerous wound received in* an® engagement .

‘with Major Follett’s men;

i To the west of the Cape Town-—De Aaf rail- -
Way, General'-Stephenson’s troops drove the -
commandoes, under Smit, Pypers, and Conroy,
well to the north of the chtona ‘West—Williston
blockhouse line, the main force of the enemy in-
this part of the Coleny gradually withdrawing
towards the Orange-. River. - Que attempt was
reade towards the end of A pril to sénd. rzinforce-
ments to Fouchéd, in the centra] districts, but it
was completely frustrated, the: jarty which
sought to break across the rallway -being re-
pulsed at all points.

A small column, organized recently at Matjes- *

{ fontein by Lie ;utenant-Colonel Lawrence, has -

been very usefully employed of late iit expelling
local rebels from the country round Suthberland -
and PFraserburg.

» In the far west of the Oolony, Colonel Haig’s -
troops have secired complet¢ command of the
country to the south of the line ‘Clanwilliam— -
Calvinia—De Drift, where large quantities -of
hidden grain -and foodstuffs have beer dls-‘
covered,

On the 2Ist April, - Lieutenant-Colonel
Kavanagh was detached with a strong column
to cover- the passage of & convoy from Clan-’
william to Lieutenant-Colonel White’s® force,
then operating near Garies, and on completion 6f
this duty he .retutned, on ‘4th May,: fo Van'
Rhynsdorp

The position of affairs in Namaqualand, at the
beginning of April, had necessitated the despatch
of reinforcements to Port Nolloth to-afford sup--
pott to Colonel White’s column at Garies, which
was threatened by the enemy, and to effect the

-relief of a garrison, under. Lieutenant-Colonel’ -

Shelton (Commandant of Namaqualand), which
was reported to be Surrounded at Qokiep. -
Lieutenant-Coloriel ‘Callwell's colamn from -

from Rosmead, 'and the 4th Battalion: ‘East
Suirey Reglment "were accordiugly railed to -
Cape Town, and then ' moved thence by sea to -
Port Nolloth, where Colonel Coopér (Base Com- -
mandant at Gape Town) assumed temporary
command. Some delay occurréd owing to the
difficulties-of disembarkation at Port Nolloth, but
by the 28th April Colonel Cooper had driven the
enemy from Steinkopf, the last position beld -to
dispute his ‘advance to the relief of the Ookiep
In this engdgement the Boers were
reported to have lost sevén men killed, and -
several wounded mcludmg Commandant-‘
Bouwers.

Ou the 4th May Colonel Cooper reached Ookiep, -
after some: glight forther opposmon, and the
investment of -the little garrison, whith had
lasted for a month, then terminated. No details
of the defence of the town: ha,ve as yet "been
received, but General French is of opinion that

"Colonel Shelton and his men offered a gallant and -

determined resistance to the ma,ny unsuccessfal .
attem Ipts made to capture their position.

n continuance “of 'paragraph 1 of this
despatoh it remains to be stated that on-the 15th
May the 60 Boer delegates elected by the different -
commandoes assembled at Vereéniging. -A-short™ -



