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Admiral R‘U SSEL’s

- TTI

TO THE

Earl of Notungham, &e.

.

Portfmouth, Fune 2. 1692.

My LORD,

INCE your Lordfhip feems to think, that an Account in general of
'~ the Fleet’s good Succef, is not 1o fatisfactory as one fetting forth the
Particulars, I here fend it with as much Brevity as the Marter will ad-
mitof I muft confefs I was not much inclined to trouble you in this
nature, not being ambitious to fee my Name in Print on any Occa-

fion; but fince *tis your Lordfhips Commands, I am the more enclined to give:

vou the beft Information I am able of the Aéion, having feen feveral Printed
Relations not very fincere. )

Wednefday in the Evening, being the Eighteenth of Mgy, ftanding over for
Cape de Hague, 1 ordered Captain Gillam in the Cheffer, and the Charles Galley,
to lie at fach a diftance to the Weftward of the Fleer, that they might difzover
ay Mignals made from me.

A 2 Thuarfday

e e T e+ ¢ m————— T T S -v,
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Thur(day the Ninetcenth, ftanding with a fmall Gale S. 8. W. the W d
W. and W. and by S. hazey Weather, Cape Barfleur bearing then S. W f:d N
S.. from me diltant about Seven Lcagues, between: threc and Tour in t};mt:
ning, we heard feveral Guns to the Wettward, and in a fiore time I 35 tc‘
two Frigats making the Signal of ﬁ:cjng the Encmy, with their Heads I)'ing'[};

the Northward, which gave me reafon to think the Enemy lay with their Hgsc"
that way ; upon which I ordered the Signal to be made for the Fleer's draivy,
into a Line of Barrel; after which I made the Signal for the Rear ot the Fi.s
to Tack, that it the Enemy ftood .to the Northward, we might the fco;:;
cometo engage; But {oon after four a Clock, the Sun had a littic cleared s
Weather, and 1 faw the French Fleer ftanding to thz Southward, formy,
their Line on the fame Tack that I was upon; I then ordered thar Signal for g
Rear to Tack to be taken in, and ar the fame time bore away with my oy
Stip fo far to Leeward, as I judged each Ship in the Fleer might ferch my Wy
or Graine; then brought to again, lying by with my Fore-top-fail to the Mif
to give the Ships in the Fleet the better opportunity of placing thcmfcl\.eg’a;
they had been before directed. By eight a Clock e had formed an indifferen
Line, ftrerching from the S.S. W, to the N. N L. the Dutch in the Van,
Red in the Center, and the Blue in the Rear.* By Nine a Clock the Fnemix
Van-Guard had flrerch’'d almolt as far to the -Southward as ours, their Admir)
and Rear-Admiral of the Blue that were in the.Rear, clofing theline, and their
Vice-Admiral of the fame Divifion ftretching to the Rear of our Flect, butne.
ver coming within Gun-fhot of them: About ten they bore down upon s, |
{till lying with my Fore-top-ail to the Maft. I then obferved Monfieur T
wille, the French Admiral, put our his Signal for Battel; I gave order that mine
fhould not be hoifted tll the Fleets began to engage, that he might have th:
fairer opportunicy of coming as near me as he thought convenient, and atd
fame time, I fent Orders to Admiral Almonde, that as {oon as any of his Squ
dron could Weather the Enemies Fleet, they fhould Tack, and get to the
Weftward of them; as alfo to the Blue, to make fail and clofe the Line, they
being at fome diftance a-ftern; but as foon as the Fleet began to-engage it &l
calin, which prevented their fo deing. About half an Hour after eleven, Mon-
fieur Zourville in the Royal Sun (being within Three Quarters Mufquet-fhot)
brought to, lying by me at that diftance about an Hour and a half, plying his
Guns very *warmily ; ' though I muft obferve to you, that our Men fired ther
Guns fafter ; after which time I did not find his Guns were fired with thatvi.
our as before, and I could fee him in great Diforder, his Rigging, Sails, ad
Top-fail Yards, being fhot, and no body endeavouring to make them fervic>
able, and his Boats towing of him to Windward, gave me reafon o think i
was much gauPd. About two the Wind fhifted to the N W. and by W. and
f>me little time after that Five freth Ships of the Iinemies Dlue Squadron came
and pofted themifives, three a-head of ‘Monfieur Zusville, and two aftemd
“him, and fired with grear Fury, which continued till after three.  About four
in the Evening there came f~ thick a Fog, that we could not fee a Ship of the
Enemies, which occafioned our leaving off firing for a litle time, and
thein it cleared up, and we could fec Monfieur Zawrville towing A%y
with his_Boats to the Northward from us; upon which I did the fame,
and ordered ail my TCivifion to ‘do the like; and about half an Ho;if
afrer Five , we had a fmall breeze of VVind Eafterly. I then me
she Signal for the Fleet to Chafe,; fending Notice to ali the Ships about nig,
_that the Enemy were running. About this time I heard feveral Ijroad—ﬁ@ﬁ'.fg
the Weltward'; and, though I could not fee the Ships that fired, 1 concues
tiiem © be out Bluc, that by the fhift of Wind Lad weathered the Enem‘ir,

Fue it proved to be the Reer-Admiral of the Red, who had weathered 727
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2 fome tmes, and. then Tenrvifle anchored wirhh fome Ships

v Lowinon. as aito the Ree-Admiral of thie Red with {ome of s
I

oy U A
in chofe Ships, by reafon of his Anchors not being ciecar. I could not ice

oo

(His . becanfe of the great Smoak and Tog, but have received this Informa-

o from sir Clasdefly Shovad fince. 1fent to all the Ships tharT could think were
parrae, to Chafe to the Weftward all righe; teling them, T dafigned to fol-
lw the Enemy to Bref ; and fometimes we could fee 2 French Ship, two,
o three, ftanding away with ail the Sail they could m2ake o the Weilivard.
About Eight 1 l}::;lfd firing to tl.*.e '\’&_’citx_v.u‘d; which l_aiz‘ed abour haif an .hour,
it being fome of our Blue tallen in with fome of thedhips of the Enemies in the

.Fog. "Twns Foggy, and very lircle Windall night.

Eriday the 2cth, “twas {0 thick in the morning, thit I could fec none of the
Enemics Ships, and but very few of our own.  Abour Eight it began to clear
up; the Dutch, who wereto the Southward of me, made the Signal of feing
the Enemy ; and, as it cleared, I faw about 32 or 3.4 Sail, diftant from us be-
wreen two and three Leagues, the Wind at E NLE. and they bearing: from us
W.S. W. our Fleet Chafing with all the Sail they could make, having taken in
the Signal for the Line of Battle, that each Ship might make the beft of her
way after the Enemy. Betwcen Eleven and T'welve; the Wind came to the
S W. The French ply’d to the Weftward with all the Sail they couid, and
we after them.  About Four the Tide of Ebb being done, the French anchor'd,
xalfo we in 43 Fathom Water, Cape Barjlens bearing S.and by W.  About
Ten in the Evening we weighed with the Tideof Ebb, the Wind ar S.W. and
ply'd ro.the Weltward. About Twelve my Fore-Topmaft came by the Board,
having received feveral Shot.

Saturday the 21ft, We continued {till plying after the Enemy, till Fourin the
toming. The Tide of Ebb being done, I anchored in 46 Fathom Water,
Cipe de Hague bearing S. and by W. and the land of Alderney S. S. W. By my
Topmaft's going away, the Diicch Squadron, and the Admiral of the Blue,
with feveral of his. Squadron, had got a great way to Windward of me
Abour Seven in the morning feveral of the Enemies Ships, being far advanced
owards the Race, T perceived driving tothe Ealftward with the Tide of Floed.
Berween Eight and Nine, when they were driven {o far to the Eaftward that
Icould ferchthem, I made the Signal for the Fleet to cut and follow the Enc-
my ; whichthey all did, except the aforementioned Weathermoft Ships, which
nd faft, to obferve the motion of the reft of the Enemies Ships.that continued
inthe Race of Alderncy. -About Eleven, 1{aw three great Ships fair under the
Shoar Tack and ftand to the Weltward : but after’ making two or three
hort Boards, the biggeft of them run afhoar, who "prefently cut his Mafts
away ; the other two being to Leeward of him, plyd up to him': The reafon,

s1judge, of their doing this was, that they could not weather our®fternmoft -

Stips to the Weftward, nor ger .out a-head of Us to the Eaftward. I obfer-
ving that many of our Ships hovered about thofe, 1 fent to Sir Ralph _Delavq!,
Vice- Admiral of the Red, who was in the Reer of our Fleet, to keep fuch a

mmber of Ships and Firefhips with hiny, as might be {uficientto dzftroy chole’

Of the Encinies; and to order the others to follow me, I being then in pur-
Rit of the reit of the Enemy ¢ Arf Account of tite performing thar Service i

* 1 " N - - - - R - - ) N ) 1. s 1 ..
don’t troulsie vour lLordihip with, THe having given 1t you aiready. Abour.

Four in the afternoon 18 Sail of the Enemies Ships got to the Eaftward cf
Gl Barflens 5 after which, I obferved they hawled mn for Je Hogue: The Reer-

Idmial of the Red, Vice:Admiral of che Blue, and fome other Ships; were
2-gac

che time that Capuain Hefings in the Sandivicd was killed, he driving -

CBER.T0 2:
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a-head of me. About Ten at lﬁgl}t, I anchored in the Bay of /e Hogue, ang
lay till Four the next morning, being )

Sunday the 22d; and then I weighed, and ftood in-near the Land of .
Hogue : but when we found the Flood came , we anchored in good Sand
Ground. At Two in the aftex:noon we weighedagain, and ply'dclofe in wlg);
le Hogue, where we faw 13 Sail of the Enemies Men of War hawled clof i
with the Shoar : The Reer-Admiral of the Red tells me, That the nigh before

he {aw the ‘other five, which made¢ up the 18 I firft chafed, ftand to the Eaf.
ward. -

Monday the 23d, I fent in Vice-Admiral Rooke, with feveral Men of War
and Firefhips, as alfo the Boats of the Fleet, to deftroy thofe Ships: but the
Enemy had gotten them 10 near the Shoar, _that not any of our Men of War,
except the {mall Frigats, could do any Service; bue that night Vice-Admira
Raske with the Boats burne fix of them, :

_ Guns. - Tuefday, the z4th, Abouteight inthe

Soleil Royal  Count .dfg‘”‘;"[';{f 1o, 164 morning he went in  again with s
A ebires éc‘rﬁvah:d ¢l Boats, and Burne the other feven, to
L Ambient W’i;‘:x;:i-e. s €814 gether with feveral Tranfpore Ships,
L' Admiirable, Monfear Be.*:mjw, 9o Al id fome Veffqls witl}‘Ammunidon, the
La Magnifique {Monr_ Cot:alfgax,Rcre-}? ¢ Names of ‘which Ships I am not ye
, Admiral of the Blue, able to gi\'e your Lordfhi any other

Le St. Puilipp,  Monficur Inficvile, 76 Account of than what I ormerly font

Le Corquerant, Du Magnen, 6 e . .
L Try:xlmphan,t, Monﬁcfr Bellemont, :}74 you, which are in the Margin.

L.’ Etonanr, Monfeur de Septime, 8o )

Le Terrible, ~ Monfieur Seprusia, 8o Wednefday the 2¢th, I Sailed from
L’ Amiable, Monficur de Raal, 68 Hogue , " ordering "the Admiral of the
Le Fier, Monfieur Larfethoir, 68 Blie, with a Squadron of Englt:ﬂJ and

Le Glorieur, Le Ch.deCharearmocrant,6 - "
pariaing - 222 Darch Ships under his Command, to.

Le Sericuy, Mor;_l}cur Bernaer, 6o

Le Trident, Monficer Monteaud, 56 .iun along the Enemies Coaft as far »

Haure de Grace, in hopes that fome of

. As I:IM P(:'?fatate;': ;ff:/g?zjv T{»f,,?:d} JZZP the beforementioned five Shipsthat ftood
urne by acciacnt, 4 0 sORHITESUNRS  to the Eaftward, ‘might have been got

Lo erze Idon’t knon. . 2

‘ - thither; but he informs me, that upon
Le Prince, Monfieur Bagnerz, 6o hisappearing before that place, he could
Le St Paril,  Morfieur Fersie. 60 perceive but one or two finall Veflek

o' the 7 J 4
bJ .1.._/8 [)L’ dL t])t Names tbdf I I)dve é(.'en . E, S ] d 2

alle ro learn, ser T am furc there are fixtgen A X :
Ships of confeguence Lsirnt. beft information, from Fifty fix to One
* hundred and four Guns; and tho’ itmuft

be confeffed that our number was fuperiour to theirs ( which probably at firf
mighe ftartle them) -yet by -their coming down with that Refolution, I cannot
think it hadany great effeé upon them ; Andthis I may affirm fer a Truth,
not with any intention to value our own Adtion, or to leffen the Pravery

the Enemy, That they were beaten by a Number confiderably lefs than theirs;

the Calmnefs and Thicknefs of the Weather giving very few of the Dutch or
Blue the Opportunity of Engaging , which I am fure they look up?n 185 \;»
not fee ho

great Misfortune 3 and, had the Weather proved otherwife, I do
‘iwas poflible for any of them to have efcaped us.

This

I o e i T = 4
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This is the Exacteft Account that T am able o give You,
will prove to Your Lordfhips Sadisfaction. V ice-Admiral R
me 2 very good Character of feveral Men employed ini th

have ordered him to " give me a Lift of the Names of fuch
Behaviour was remarkable, in order to their Reward. T am,

which I hopé
ooke has giver
e Boats, and I
perfons whof@

My LORD,

Your Lordfbip’s nioft Faithful

Humble S ervant.

E. Rufell,

—
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